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The Hindu Analysis- 25th November 2025

Topics Covered
	● Goa tops in digitisation of SIR forms, Kerala lags
	● The sea beckons: INS Mahe
	● Goa government does a U-turn on ‘permanent’ tiger presence in State
	● Missing ‘Ubuntu’
	● Ethiopia’s Hayli Gubbi volcano erupts

Goa tops in digitisation of SIR forms, Kerala lags

The Election Commission says 47% of enumeration forms in the ongoing Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls have been digitised, with 99% forms collected from the 12 participating States/UTs.
Goa (76.89%) and Rajasthan (72.20%) lead in digitisation, while Kerala (23%) and Uttar Pradesh 
(26.6%) are the lowest.
The enumeration phase (distribution, collection, and uploading of forms) runs from November 4 to December 
4, with the draft rolls to be published on December 9.
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BLOs- booth-level officers complain about short deadlines, technological challenges, and confusing 
instructions, especially regarding distribution solely to those who voted in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
The SIR is being conducted in 12 regions, including major States like UP, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, MP, 
Rajasthan, and UTs like Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep.

The sea beckons: INS Mahe

INS Mahe:
	● It’s an Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) Shallow Water Craft 

designed to hunt submarines and operate close to the coast.
	● Over 80% of the ship is made in India, showing India’s push for 

self-reliance in defense
	● It’s about 78 meters long, displaces ~1,100 tonnes, and can do a top 

speed of 25 knots.
	● Equipped with torpedoes, anti-submarine rockets, advanced sonar, 

and surveillance systems.
	● Significance: It’s the first of eight such ships, boosting India’s coastal 

defense
	● Named after the town of Mahe (on the Malabar Coast). Its crest has 

the Urumi (a flexible sword in



(3)

	● Kalaripayattu) symbolizing agility and lethality. Motto: “Silent Hunters”.
‘Permanent’ tiger presence in Goa?

Goa has given contradictory statements about tigers — telling one SC appointed committee that tigers 
do not reside permanently in the State, but telling a river-water tribunal earlier that Goa does have a 
resident tiger population connected to major tiger habitats in Karnataka.

Issue:
The debate intensified after the Bombay High Court ordered Goa to 
declare the Mhadei Sanctuary and nearby areas as a tiger reserve 
based on NTCA recommendations.
Goa challenged this order in the Supreme Court, arguing that:

	● A tiger reserve needs 800–1,000 sq. km, while Goa has only 
745 sq. km of protected area.

	● Declaring more land as a reserve would affect 1 lakh people 
living in those villages, risking social unrest.

	● Only three tigers were recorded in 2018 camera traps, with no proof of resident breeding tigers, 
meaning the area is only a tiger corridor, not a tiger habitat.
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The Supreme Court has asked a Central Empowered Committee to examine all sides and submit a report, 
though it has sought more time.
The issue began in 2011 when the Centre repeatedly asked Goa to notify the region as a tiger reserve; after 
four tigers were poisoned in 2021, a petition was filed. In September 2025, the SC also stopped resort 
approvals in the proposed reserve area until the final decision.

Missing ‘Ubuntu’

The 2025 G-20 summit held in Johannesburg, the first ever in Africa reflected this Global South spirit 
as leaders discussed conflicts, rising inequality and economic uncertainty, and called for peace in 
Sudan, DRC, Palestine and Ukraine.
PM Modi proposed six India-led initiatives, including training a million Africans, a traditional knowledge 
repository, a global health response team, satellite data sharing and a critical minerals initiative.
Yet, the summit was overshadowed by the U.S. boycott, with President Donald Trump skipping the event 
and sending only a diplomat, raising concerns about America’s commitment to the G-20 before it assumes 
the presidency in 2026.
This undermined the unity the group hopes to represent. The declaration’s reference to Ubuntu — “I am 
because we are” — serves as a reminder that true global cooperation requires participation from all major 
powers.
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Ethiopia’s Hayli Gubbi volcano erupts

Background
A volcano called Hayli Gubbi in Ethiopia erupted on Sunday. Volcanic eruptions release huge clouds of 
volcanic ash into the atmosphere. This ash can travel thousands of kilometres depending on winds. The ash 
is dangerous for aircraft because it contains tiny glass-like particles that can melt inside aircraft engines 
and damage them.
After passing over Yemen and Oman, the ash cloud entered India through western Rajasthan on 
Monday. It is expected to move northeast overnight — across central India, near Delhi around midnight, 
and then over parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 


