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The Hindu Analysis 26th Nov 2025

Topics Covered
	● Assam proposes jail term, heavy fines for polygamy
	● Arunachal Pradesh is an integral and inalienable part of India
	● Custodial torture: SC raps govt. over CCTV compliance
	● Air quality issue

Assam proposes jail term, heavy fines for polygamy

	● An anti-polygamy Bill tabled by Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in the State Assembly 
on Tuesday prescribes imprisonment and heavy fines for people entering into, or hiding, a second 
marriage while the first continues to be valid.

	● The Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, makes polygamy a criminal offence, punishable 
with up to seven years in jail and a fine, and up to 10 years in jail if a person enters into a marriage 
while concealing an existing one.

	● The punishment will be doubled for repeat offenders, it says.
	● Barring the Sixth Schedule areas, the draft law will be applicable across the State and will not cover 

members of the Scheduled Tribes under Article 342 of the Constitution.
	● Customary laws of some tribes in Assam allow multiple marriages
	● It brings village heads, Qazis (Muslim clerics who solemnize marriages), parents, and legal guardians 

of people indulging in polygamy under its scope.
	● Anyone who “willfully hides, neglects or unreasonably delays” information to the police about such 

marriages may be punished as the main offenders and jailed for up to two years and fined up to 1 
lakh.
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	● The fine may extend to {1.5 lakh for any priest or Qazi who solemnizes a marriage contrary to the 
provisions of the law knowingly and willingly. Penalties have been prescribed for other abettors, too.

	● A provision of the anti-polygamy Bill expands the scope of its jurisdiction beyond residents of the 
State.

Key Takeawaysfrom the Article

	● Polygamy comes from two words: “poly,” which means “many,” and “gamos,” which means 
“marriage.” As a result, polygamy relates to marriages that are several.

	● Thus, polygamy is marriage in which a spouse of either sex may have more than one mate at the same 
time.

	● Traditionally, polygamy - mainly the situation of a man having more than one wife - was practiced 
widely in India. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 outlawed the practice.

	● The Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 allows individuals to perform inter-religious marriages, but 
it forbids polygamy. The Act has been used by many Muslim women to help them stop practicing 
polygamy.

Arunachal Pradesh is an integral and inalienable part of India
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Key Takeawaysfrom the Article

	● A day after an Indian citizen from Arunachal Pradesh was detained at the Shanghai international 
airport as Chinese officials refused to recognize her Indian passport, External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India had taken up the case with Chinese authorities “strongly” 
and reiterated that Arunachal Pradesh is an “inalienable” part of India.

	● “Arunachal Pradesh is an integral and inalienable part of India, and this is a self-evident fact. No 
amount of denial by the Chinese side is going to change this indisputable reality,” said Mr. Jaiswal 
after the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson said the individual concerned - Prema Wangjom 
Thongdok — was treated as per Chinese laws.

	● “The detention issue has been taken up strongly with the Chinese side. Chinese authorities have 
still not been able to explain their actions, which are in violation of several conventions governing 
international air travel. The actions by the Chinese authorities also violate their own regulations that 
allow visa-free transit up to 24 hours for nationals of all countries,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

	● China has refuted the allegations that the Indian woman was harassed at Shanghai airport, saying 
that the actions taken by the Chinese immigration officials were as per laws and regulations.

	● Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning claimed that the woman was not subjected to any 
compulsory measures, detainment or harassment as alleged by her. The airline also provided food, 
drink, and a place to rest for the person concerned, Ms. Mao said.

	● “We learnt that China’s border inspection authorities have gone through the whole process according 
to the laws and regulations and fully protected the lawful rights and interests of the person concerned,” 
Ms. Mao said.



(4)

	● She also reiterated China’s claims over Arunachal Pradesh, which it calls Zangnan or South Tibet.
	● The India-China border dispute refers to the long-standing and complex territorial disputes along 

their shared border of 3,488 kilometers. The main areas of dispute are Aksai Chin, located in the 
western sector, and Arunachal Pradesh in the eastern sector.

	● Aksai Chin: China administers Aksai Chin as part of its Xinjiang region, while India considers it 
part of its UT of Ladakh. The region holds strategic significance due to its proximity to the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and its potential as a military route.

	● Arunachal Pradesh: China claims the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh, referring to it as “South 
Tibet”. India administers this region as a northeastern state and considers it an integral part of its 
territory.

	● No Clear Demarcation: The border between India and China is not clearly demarcated throughout 
and there is no mutually agreed Line of Actual Control (LAC) along certain stretches. LAC came 
into existence after the 1962 Indo-China war.

Custodial torture: SC raps govt. over CCTV compliance
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Key Takeawaysfrom the Article

	● The Centre’s lack of response to a judicial direction to install CCTV cameras in the offices of 
agencies like the CBI, ED, and the NIA to prevent custodial torture prompted the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday to ask if it was taking the top court “very lightly”.

	● It has been five years since a Supreme Court judgment made it mandatory for the police and 
Central probe agencies to fix and maintain CCTV cameras at police stations and offices of Central 
law enforcement agencies with powers of “interrogation”

	● The court was shocked to discover that custodial cruelty had far from faded, with reports of 11 
custodial deaths in eight months in Rajasthan.

	● A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta chose to Suo motu re-examine the level of 
compliance shown by States, Union Territories, and the Centre to the 2020 judgment of the court.

Air quality issue

	● Air quality issue requires engagement with citizens, not intimidation
	● Emissions from industry, power generation, transport and agriculture circulate in this shared 

airshed.
	● Delhi’s middle class has usually responded with air purifiers, closed windows, vacations and 

private dissatisfaction — but apparently not anymore.
	● Long-term analyses of particulate pollution, such as the Air Quality Life Index, have shown 

that unsafe air is now the norm for most of India - and that present regulation, monitoring, and 
enforcement arrangements are insufficient across States and sectors.
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Key Takeawaysfrom the Article

	● Treating the problem as a seasonal emergency, in the face of evidence pointing to a permanent 
condition demanding permanent institutions, has encouraged only bursts of action.

	● The Commission for Air Quality Management was created to address this fragmentation and is 
empowered to direct emissions control, coordinate among States and agencies, and impose sanctions. 
Yet, its interventions have not matched the scale or persistence of the problem.

	● The focus should be on interventions in power, industry, transport, construction and agriculture, with 
tighter norms and real enforcement, time-bound retirement or retrofitting of polluting plants, support 
for cleaner fuels and technologies and credible alternatives for farmers burning crop residue.


