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NJAC and Collegium system

Will consider plea to revive
NJAC, end Collegium system
of judicial appointments: CJI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Wednesday orally
said the Supreme Court
would consider a plea
seeking to revive the Na-
tional Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC)
and bring an end to the
Collegium system of judi-
cial appointments to the
constitutional courts.

The plea, which ar-
raigns the Chief Justice of
India and even the Su-
preme Court Collegium as
respondents along with
the Union government
and a clutch of parties,
submitted that the striking
down of the NJAC by the
court was a “great wrong
because it meant substitu-
tion of the will of the peo-
ple by the opinion of the
four judges”.

The oral mentioning of
the application was made
by advocate Mathews J. Ne-

History revisited

1993: Collegium system of
judicial appointments came
into existence by virtue of a
Constitution Bench judgment

2014: The National Judicial
Appointments Commission Act,
2014 and the Constitution (99th
Amendment) Act, 2014 came
into existence to substitute the
Collegium system

2015: A Bench declared

the 99th Constitutional
Amendment Act and the NJAC
Act unconstitutional, reviving
the Collegium system

P

dumpara, who has sought
permission to argue the
case in-person.

Struck down in 2015

The NJAC, which briefly
gave the Centre an equal
role along with the judici-
ary in the appointment of
judges to constitutional

courts, was struck down as
unconstitutional in 2015.

The plea urged the 2015
judgment to be rendered
void ab initio as it revived
the Collegium system,
which was a “synonym for
nepotism and favouritism”.

“Since the Collegium
came into existence, ap-
pointments to higher judi-
ciary have been a ‘riddle
wrapped in a mystery, in-
side an enigma’ to borrow
an expression from Win-
ston Churchill. There has
been no transparency
whatsoever, at all. Even
within the judiciary there
has been lamentation. Par-
liament which represents
the will of the people, in
exercise of its constituent
power, had enacted 99th
Constitutional ~ Amend-
ment Act and the NJAC Act.
However, the enactments
were ‘quashed and set
aside’ by this court, reduc-
ing Parliament to an infe-
rior tribunal,” it said.
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Context of the Plea:
e The Chief Justice of India, Surya Kant, orally stated that the Supreme Court would consider a plea to
revive the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) and end the Collegium system of
judicial appointments to constitutional courts.

e The plea challenges the 2015 judgment that declared the NJAC Act and 99th Constitutional
Amendment unconstitutional, reviving the Collegium system.

History of Judicial Appointments in India:
e 1993: The Collegium system was established through a Constitutional Bench judgment to oversee
the appointment of judges in the higher judiciary.

e 2014: The NJAC Act was introduced to replace the Collegium system, giving the executive an equal
role in judicial appointments, but this was struck down by the Supreme Court in 2015.

The NJAC’s Striking Down:
o TheNJACwasstruckdownin2015 by the Supreme Court, which held thatthe law was unconstitutional
because it diluted the independence of the judiciary. This decision restored the Collegium system,
which is solely managed by the judiciary.

Plea for Revival of NJAC:
e The plea, filed by an advocate, argues that the striking down of the NJAC was a “great wrong” and
that it undermined the will of the people as expressed through the 99th Constitutional Amendment.

e The petition calls for the 2015 judgment to be declared void ab initio (invalid from the start) as it
revives the Collegium system, which the petition describes as a system of nepotism and favoritism.

Criticism of the Collegium System:
e The petition claims that the Collegium system has led to a lack of transparency and accountability
in judicial appointments. It is described as “a riddle wrapped in a mystery”, with no clear criteria
for selecting judges.

e The plea argues that Parliament, representing the will of the people, had enacted the 99th
Constitutional Amendment and the NJAC Act, but these laws were set aside by the court, reducing
Parliament to an “inferior tribunal.

e The NJAC, which briefly gave the executive an equal role in judicial appointments, was seen as a
mechanism to increase transparency and reduce the perceived insularity of the Collegium system.

COP30 in Belem, Brazil: A Shift Toward Implementation
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Introduction

e (COP30, held in Belem, Brazil, in 2024, was an important moment for the global fight against climate
change. This conference aimed to move beyond promises and focus on taking real action. With the
world experiencing more visible effects of climate change, this COP was a chance to push for
concrete steps to limit global warming.

Context of COP30

e The Paris Agreement: The Paris Agreement was signed 10 years ago to limit global temperature rise
to below 2°C, ideally to 1.5°C. However, in 2024, global temperatures crossed the 1.5°C threshold,
showing how difficult it is to meet this target.

e The Amazon Connection: Belem was chosen for COP30 because of its proximity to the Amazon
rainforest, which is crucial for regulating global climate and fighting deforestation.

Main Issues at COP30

Focus on Implementation
e Why Change the Narrative?: Previous COPs focused heavily on setting goals, but COP30 shifted
its focus to ‘implementation’—actually carrying out the actions needed to address climate change.

e The Reality of Climate Change: The conference stressed the immediate need for adaptation
measures, acknowledging that climate change is already affecting people’s lives, with rising
temperatures, floods, droughts, and more.

Challenges in Execution
e Economic Growth vs. Climate Action: Many countries, especially developing ones, face the
challenge of growing their economies while also cutting down on fossil fuels. This has led to
disagreements between developed countries, which push for strict climate actions, and developing
countries, which call for more financial support.

e The Developed vs. Developing Country Divide: Developed countries want to phase out fossil
fuels, while many developing nations, and oil-producing states, resist this due to economic interests.
This division often causes delays in negotiations.

Adaptation and Just Transition
e Adaptation: COP30 highlighted the importance of adaptation—helping communities prepare for
and cope with climate change impacts, like extreme weather events.

e Just Transition: The concept of a just transition emphasizes ensuring that those most affected by
climate change and the shift away from fossil fuels are supported, especially in developing countries.

Key Outcomes and Challenges

Progress and Acknowledgment
e India’s Role: India, a leader in the developing country coalition, appreciated the COP30 presidency’s
focus on adaptation and just transition but did not announce major new commitments, especially on
adopting clean energy.

e Finance and Support: The conference emphasized the need for more financial support from
developed countries to help developing nations transition to cleaner energy and adapt to climate
impacts.
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The Reality Check
e Visible Climate Issues: While COP30 made progress in some areas, climate issues like pollution,
deforestation, and climate denialism remain major challenges.

e Global Coordination: Despite these challenges, COP30 reminded the world that multilateral
cooperation (countries working together) is the only way to address the climate crisis effectively.

Impact of COP30

e Raising Awareness: COP30 brought attention to the urgent need for countries to act on climate
change, especially on practical measures like adaptation.

e Building Momentum: The conference helped push the conversation forward, urging countries to
take tangible steps to reduce emissions and support vulnerable communities.

e Financial Commitments: There were calls for more funding for developing countries to help them
adapt to climate change and shift to clean energy.

Way Forward: What Needs to Happen

Stronger Financial Support

Developed countries need to fulfill their financial commitments to help poorer nations tackle climate change,
as these nations are often the most vulnerable to its impacts.

More Focus on Clean Energy

All countries need to accelerate the transition to renewable energy, reducing reliance on fossil fuels. This
means both developed and developing nations need to invest in and prioritize clean energy solutions.
Continuous Global Cooperation

Global cooperation and multilateralism are critical. Countries need to continue working together to address
climate change and ensure that no one is left behind in the transition to a sustainable future.

Conclusion
COP30 marked an important shift in climate negotiations, focusing on implementation rather than just setting
goals. The emphasis on adaptation, just transition, and financial support was crucial, but challenges remain.

Moving forward, countries must stay committed to taking action, ensuring that future COPs lead to real,
lasting changes that can protect the planet for generations to come.

Presidential Opinion vs Federal Structure

Presidential opinion versus the federal structure

) 9560300770 www.tathastuics.com [< enquiry@tathastuics.com
Plot No.B 22, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060

“



& ¥ TATHASTU
ALY institaic of Civil services

Context: What’s Happening

e The Supreme Court of India recently addressed the powers of Governors and the President in the
legislative process, particularly the timelines and authority for withholding assent to bills passed
by State Legislatures.

e The debate centers around the balance of power between the Union and States, with critics arguing
that excessive power for Governors undermines federalism and democracy.

Reasons for Concern

e Federalism at Risk: Governors, often appointed by the central government, have the power to
delay or withhold assent to bills passed by State Legislatures, potentially undermining the autonomy
of States.

e Impact on Democracy: If Governors can indefinitely delay legislation, it can thwart the will of the
people, as State Legislatures are elected by the people, and Governors are unelected.

e Judicial Oversight: While the Supreme Court upheld that Governors have discretion, it emphasized
that their actions are subject to judicial review to prevent unreasonable delays.

Potential Impact of the Ruling

e Centralization of Power: The ruling could lead to more control by the central government if
Governors are allowed to delay or block State legislation, eroding State autonomy and increasing
central dominance over State matters.

e Strained State-Center Relations: The decision may worsen tensions between oppositionruled
States and the central government, leading to more political confrontations, particularly in States
with differing ideologies.

e Judicial Oversight and Constitutional Integrity: While judicial review remains, the lack of clear
timelines for Governor assent could allow ongoing delays, forcing repeated judicial intervention
and potentially hindering the legislative process.

e Inconsistent Governance: Varying actions by different Governors in approving bills could lead
to inconsistent governance, creating stress on State administrations and disrupting uniformity in
policy implementation.

e Uncertainty for Future Legislation: Ambiguity in gubernatorial powers creates uncertainty for
State Governments, discouraging reform proposals and slowing down decision-making processes.

Way Forward: Addressing the Issue

o Clear Timelines for Assent: Amend the Constitution to set firm timelines for Governors to act on
bills, ensuring timely decisions and reducing unnecessary delays.

e Strengthening Federalism: Reinforce federal principles by ensuring Governors do not undermine
the autonomy of State Governments and allowing States to govern independently.

o Reforming the Role of Governors: Redefine the Governor’s role to minimize political interference,
ensuring they act within constitutional limits and avoid becoming tools of the central government.

e Judicial Review for Accountability: Ensure that judicial review remains an effective tool to
address undue delays by Governors, but streamline the process to avoid misuse.
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e Increased Political Cooperation: Encourage better communication and cooperation between the
central and State governments, fostering a more constructive relationship that respects constitutional
principles.

India’s Dependence on Oil Imports and Rupee Stability

Reasons for Concern: India’s Vulnerability

e Dependence on Oil Imports: Oil imports account for over 20% of India’s total imports in FY25. As
the rupee weakens, the cost of importing oil (priced in dollars) rises, creating inflationary pressure,
especially as India shifts from cheaper Russian crude to pricier U.S. oil.

e Current-Account Deficit: The growing deficit, fueled by higher imports of gold and oil, further
strains the rupee. Gold acts as a safe-haven asset but adds to the import bill, weakening the currency.

e External Shocks and U.S. Policies: The strengthening U.S. dollar, rising U.S. interest rates, and global
trade tensions contribute to capital outflows from emerging markets, exacerbating the rupee’s depreciation.

The Way Forward: Reducing Oil Dependency and Strategic Policy Actions

e Diversifying Energy Sources: Reducing oil imports through a shift to electric vehicles and renewable
energy should be prioritized. This would mitigate the impact of oil price volatility on the rupee and the
economy.

e Trade Policy Reforms: India must pursue a more balanced and sustainable trade policy that strengthens
exports and reduces trade imbalances, rather than relying solely on bilateral agreements.

o Encouraging Domestic Oil Production: Increasing domestic oil production would help reduce reliance
on imports and provide a more stable supply, insulating India from global oil price fluctuations.

e Strategic Reserve and Hedging: India should invest in strategic oil reserves and explore hedging
mechanisms to protect against future oil price volatility and stabilize import costs.
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