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The Hindu Analysis- 5th December 2025

Topics Covered
	● PM welcomes Putin at airport in warm gesture, hails India-Russia partnership
	● New Delhi’s relative isolation, India’s tryst with terror
	● A day to pause and come down to earth

	● Digital Hub for Reference and Unique Virtual Address, or DHRUVA.
PM welcomes Putin

Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in New Delhi for the India–Russia annual summit, marking his 
first visit to India since the Ukraine war began. Prime Minister Narendra Modi personally welcomed 
him at Palam Air Force Station — a gesture showing the importance India places on this relationship.
23rd India–Russia annual summit at Hyderabad House
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India highlighted:
	● Its focus on Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence manufacturing
	● Opportunities for joint development of advanced defence technologies
	● Its aim to boost defence exports

India and Russia are expected to sign several agreements, including one that may make it easier for Indian 
workers to get jobs in Russia’s labour market.

New Delhi’s relative isolation, India’s tryst with terror

India is going through a difficult and sensitive period in its foreign and internal security situation.
1. India looks isolated internationally
Even though India is known for good diplomacy, it is not playing a major role in global issues today — 
whether it is conflicts in West Asia, Europe, or developments in the Indo-Pacific. 
India is mostly watching from the sidelines, which is unusual for a country of its size. 
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2. South Asia around India is unstable
Almost every neighbouring country is facing turmoil — 
from Afghanistan and Nepal to Maldives and Myanmar. 
India currently has very few reliable friends in the region.
3. Hostile neighbours on both sides

	● Pakistan (West):  Power has shifted further towards 
the military. A new law has made General Asim 
Munir the all-powerful military chief, including 
full control over nuclear weapons. This increases 
the risk of miscalculation and conflict with India.

	● Bangladesh (East):  The interim government seems unfriendly to India and is improving ties with 
Pakistan. A Pakistan naval ship visiting Bangladesh for the first time in 50 years is a worrying sign 
for India’s security in the Bay of Bengal.

4. Rise of new ‘urban terror’ inside India
A new terror module made up of educated professionals (mostly doctors) has emerged. This is deeply 
troubling because:

	● They stored nearly 3,000 kg of explosives and they planned an attack near Red Fort, Delhi.
	● Their motivation goes back to the 1992 Babri Masjid demolition, showing that old wounds still 

influence new generations.
This proves that local radicalisation is real, not just cross-border terrorism.
What India must do
With:

	● hostile neighbours,
	● instability in South Asia,
	● and the rise of educated local extremists,

India must be extremely vigilant. Preventing the growth of religious extremism and maintaining internal 
harmony is critical. Without careful handling, these pressures could threaten India’s stability.

A day to pause and come down to earth
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	● Every year on December 5, the world pauses to acknowledge one of the most overlooked 
foundations of human civilisation: soil.

	● World Soil Day, established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 
Nations, is more than an environmental observance.

	● It is a reminder of the silent and living resource that sustains life. For 2025, the theme, “Healthy 
Soils for Healthy Cities”, shifts the focus from the rural farmland to the concrete jungle, highlighting 
a critical truth — the ground beneath our cities is not mere dirt, but a dynamic ally in building a 
resilient urban future.

	● With over 56% of the global population now living in cities, urban environments are confronting 
unprecedented challenges, from food insecurity and pollution to devastating flooding and extreme 
heat. At the heart of the solution to these issues lies an often-forgotten ally: urban soil.

An unsung hero
When we think of soil, we picture farms. But our urban soils are silent, unsung heroes. They are living 
filters, natural sponges and carbon sinks. A teaspoon of healthy soil contains more organisms than 
there are people on earth, and this vibrant ecosystem performs extraordinary services.
 These include: first, combating climate change and extreme heat — urban areas often become “heat 
islands”, several degrees warmer than their surroundings. Healthy soils, especially when covered with 
vegetation, absorb heat, sequester atmospheric carbon, and act as natural air conditioners in parks, community 
gardens, and green medians.
Second, preventing floods and managing water — as climate change intensifies rainfall, cities paved with
concrete surfacing face frequent flooding.
Third, supporting urban food systems and biodiversity — the rise of urban agriculture, from rooftop 
farms to backyard plots, relies entirely on fertile soil. These soil-based habitats also support a web of life, 
from earthworms and microbes to pollinators, which are essential for decomposition and plant growth.
Fourth, enhancing mental and physical well-being — contact with nature, or “Vitamin N,” in urban green 
spaces has been proven to reduce stress, anxiety, and depression. 
Challenges:
Despite its immense value, urban soil is among the most degraded natural resources. 
The FAO notes that nearly a third of the world’s soils are degraded, a problem magnified in cities.
Urban soils face contamination from industrial waste, severe compaction from construction, loss of 
organic matter, and “sealing” by concrete and asphalt, which suffocates soil life.
These pressures weaken plant growth, threaten food safety, and cripple the very ecosystems that make cities
livable, making the theme of 2025 an urgent call to action
A blueprint for action
The “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities” campaign is a blueprint for transforming our urban landscapes. 
It calls on municipal governments, planners, community groups, and every resident to become stewards 
of the ground beneath them.
Key actions include first, urban soil restoration and protection- rehabilitating degraded land through 
compost addition, soil testing and organic amendments.
Second, promoting green infrastructure. We must replace concrete with soil-based solutions wherever 
possible. 
Third, championing urban agriculture. Community and backyard gardens are powerful tools for improving
soil health while providing fresh food, recreation and social bonding. The theme encourages everyone to 
plant, even in containers on a balcony.
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Fourth, embracing responsible soil management. This involves adopting eco-friendly practices such 
as reducing chemical fertilizers, minimising pesticide use, planting native species, and protecting topsoil 
with mulching.
Fifth, boosting soil literacy and composting - every household can contribute to this by composting kitchen 
waste, and turning organic residues into nutrient-rich food for urban soil.
The basis of healthy cities
On December 5 this year, the message is clear.
The foundation of a resilient city is not just steel and concrete. It is living, breathing soil. By caring for 
the ground beneath our feet, we directly safeguard our cities, our health, and our shared future. 
Healthy cities depend on healthy soils, and healthy soils depend on informed, engaged communities.

Digital Hub for Reference and Unique Virtual Address, or DHRUVA

What is DHRUVA?
The Department of Posts has proposed a new digital addressing system called DHRUVA (Digital Hub for 
Reference and Unique Virtual Address).
It aims to give every address in India a simple digital label, similar to an email ID or UPI ID — like 
“name@entity”.
This label will act as a proxy for your real physical address.
Who will manage it?

	● A new not-for-profit body (like NPCI for UPI) will manage DHRUVA.
	● Private companies can join voluntarily — there is no compulsion.
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How it works
	● Instead of typing your full address again and again on e-commerce, gig apps, or courier services, 

you can simply give your digital address label.
	● When you authorise, companies can instantly access your full address and geo-coordinates.
	● You can control:

	◆ Who sees your address
	◆ For how long
	◆ After the time expires, companies must re-seek permission.

This makes it consent-based and user-controlled
What is DIGIPIN?
DIGIPIN is the base technology behind DHRUVA.

	● It is a 10-character alphanumeric code.
	● It represents the latitude–longitude of a 14 sq. metre patch of land.
	● Every physical spot in India has a unique DIGIPIN.
	● It helps identify precise locations, especially in rural areas with 

unclear addresses.
DIGIPIN has been open-sourced, and there are around 228 billion possible codes for India.


