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The Hindu Analysis- 6th December 2025

Topics Covered
	● India-Russia friendship like the pole star: PM
	● IndiGo cancels over 1,000 flights, gets exemption from new night duty rules
	● Cheaper loans likely as repo rate cut by 25 bps
	● Deal without peace

India-Russia friendship

Prime Minister Narendra Modi appreciated Russian President Vladimir Putin for strengthening ties over 
the last 25 years.
He described the India–Russia partnership as a “pole star (dhruva tara)” — meaning steady, reliable, and 
constant through global ups and downs.
India says this friendship has survived many crises and continues to be long-term and stable.
Energy as a strongest pillar-
Modi stressed that energy security is central to the partnership.
The joint statement highlighted cooperation in:

	● oil and petroleum products
	● refining and petrochemical technologies
	● upstream oil exploration
	● resolving problems faced by energy-sector investors

Putin also said Russia is ready to work with India on small modular nuclear reactors in addition to the 
Kudankulam plant, the largest nuclear reactor in India
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Both countries emphasise independent foreign policy
India and Russia said they follow independent, sovereign foreign policies, not influenced by blocs.
 Both support a multipolar world, where no single country dominates.
Russia’s envoy criticised Western attempts (UK, France, Germany) to influence the U.S.–Russia negotiations 
on Ukraine.

IndiGo cancels over 1,000 flights, gets exemption

IndiGo cancelled over 1,000 flights on Friday and will cancel hundreds more on Saturday because its crew 
and aircraft schedules went out of sync.
This caused a massive nationwide disruption, high airfares, and forced the airline to shut operations in key 
cities like Delhi, Chennai, and Bengaluru for a day to “reset” everything.
The government has temporarily relaxed some rules so IndiGo can fix the crisis faster.
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What led to this crisis?
New crew duty hours (April 2025 court order)
A new rule by DGCA increased rest hours for pilots and limited how many flights they can operate.
IndiGo needed more pilots and better planning.
What IndiGo did?

	● Cancelled all flights from Delhi, Chennai, and major routes from Bengaluru.
	● Cancelled 1000+ flights to realign crew and aircraft.
	● Said normal operations will resume only between December 10–15.

Government Action
	● DGCA temporarily relaxed night duty limits and landing caps until Feb 10,

	◆ To help IndiGo get more flying hours from existing crew.
	● Clarified that safety norms are not diluted, only flexibility allowed to stabilise operations.

Cheaper loans likely as repo rate cut by 25 bps

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday voted unanimously 
to reduce the policy repo rate by 25 basis points (bps) to 5.25% with immediate effect.
The decision comes against the backdrop of data showing that real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth accelerated to 8.2% in the second quarter and average headline inflation reduced to 1.7%.
This breached the lower tolerance threshold (2%) of the inflation target (4%) set by the RBI.
With this, the MPC under Governor Sanjay Malhotra has cumulatively cut the repo rate by 125 basis points 
on four occasions.
The reduction will lead to lower interest rates for borrowers and savers. After this rate cut, the standing 
deposit facility rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) will stand adjusted to 5%. The marginal 
standing facility (MSF) rate and the bank rate will be adjusted to 5.5%.
The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) said that inflation has fallen sharply, mainly because food 
prices have been extremely low. Even underlying inflation (core inflation) is low, and the recent rise in gold/
silver prices contributes only about 0.50% (50 bps) to inflation.
Economic growth is still strong but may slow down slightly. Because inflation is comfortably below the 
target, the RBI now has more room to support growth.

Deal without peace

US President Donald Trump counts the crisis in Congo as among the conflicts he has helped resolve. 
On December 4, he hosted the leaders of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo in Washington for 
the signing of a formal peace agreement.
Mr. Trump hailed the accord as a “historic” step towards bringing prosperity to Africa,
while Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi and his Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame, who had  requently 
exchanged insults, praised his mediation.
Mr. Trump also promised American investments in the resource-rich Congo if peace holds.
On Thursday, he said he would send “our biggest and greatest companies over to the two countries”, 
adding that “we are going to take some of the rare earth, take out some of the assets and pay ... and 
everybody is going to make a lot of money”.
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But beyond the grandiosity of the ceremony, the 
situation remains complex and violent, with 
fighting continuing to rage in eastern Congo 
between Congolese forces and the M23 rebels.
Under the agreement, Rwanda wants Congo 
to disarm the Hutu militias operating from 
its territory, while Congo wants Rwanda to 
withdraw troops from the east.
Ultimately, however, the success of the deal 
hinges on securing peace between the Congolese 
government and M23.
The crisis in Congo can be traced back to the 
1994 Rwandan genocide in which about 
8,00,000 people, mostly Tutsis, were massacred 
by ethnic Hutu militias.
After the genocidal regime in Kigali fell, thousands of Hutus fled to Congo in the mid-1990s.
Rwanda now claims that some of the militias that took part in the genocide continue to operate from 
Congolese territory.
M23, which takes its name from a failed peace agreement signed between a Tutsi-led rebel group and the 
Congolese government on March 23, 2009, says it is fighting to protect the rights of Congo’s Tutsi ethnic 
minority.
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The Congo and UN experts say neighbouring Rwanda, ruled by a Tutsi-led government, is backing M23.
In 2012, shortly after its formation, M23 seized much of Goma in eastern Congo, but withdrew when 
Rwanda came under international pressure.
It started another rebellion in 2021, capturing Goma again and expanding its reach.
Congo wants M23 to withdraw from the eastern regions it controls, but the rebels have shown little 
interest in doing so.
Mr. Trump’s declaration that he brought the war to an end appears premature, given the complexity 
of the crisis.
For peace, the wounds of the genocide must be healed, inter-racial relations between Hutus and Tutsis 
improved, non-state militias disarmed and ties between Rwanda and the Congo stabilised.


