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The Hindu Analysis- 22nd November 2025

Topics Covered
1. Crisis in Bangladesh
2. Railways to hike its fares
3. Winter is behind
4. Unlocking the potential of India-Africa economic ties

Crisis in Bangladesh
	●

India strongly condemned the killing of a Hindu youth, Dipu Chandra Das, in Bangladesh and expressed 
concern about the safety of minority communities there. India urged Bangladeshi authorities to punish 
those responsible and said it is closely monitoring the situation.
India also rejected reports in Bangladeshi media claiming that Bangladesh’s diplomats in India were 
threatened, calling them misleading.
According to India, a small group of protesters briefly demonstrated outside the Bangladesh High Commission
in New Delhi against the killing, and the police quickly dispersed them.
Bangladesh responded by saying such incidents happen in all South Asian countries and should not 
be linked to minority issues. It stated that several suspects have already been arrested and claimed that the 
situation of communities in Bangladesh is relatively better compared to other countries in the region.
Amid rising security concerns and attacks near Indian visa centres in Bangladesh, India decided to 
suspend operations at some visa application centres. India reiterated its commitment to protecting foreign 
diplomatic missions under international law
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Railways to hike its fares

Indian Railways has announced a small increase in train fares to raise 
about ₹600 crore. From December 26, fares will go up by 1 paisa per 
km for ordinary class journeys beyond 215 km, and 2 paise per km for 
non-AC classes of mail/express trains and all AC classes.
The Railways clarified that there will be no change in suburban train 
fares or monthly season tickets, and
no hike for ordinary class travel up to 215 km. For example, a 500-km 
non-AC journey will cost only ₹10
more.
The Congress criticised the move, saying the fare hike should have been 
announced in the Budget instead of being implemented separately. The 
Railways said passengers who have already booked tickets for travel 
after December 26 will not have to pay any extra amount.

	● The Winter Session (15 sittings) saw heavy legislative 
activity: 10 Bills introduced, 8 passed, including major laws 
on FDI in insurance, nuclear power liability, repeal of 
obsolete laws, and changes to MGNREGA.

	● Political symbolism dominated time: over 24 hours were 
spent debating Vande Mataram, which could have been 
handled through a unanimous resolution instead.

	● Hindi titles of Bills caused controversy, with MPs from non-
Hindi regions citing constitutional provisions favouring 
English drafting of legislation.
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Winter is behind

	● A long debate on electoral reforms failed to rise above party positions, missing a chance to address 
the credibility crisis in elections.

	● Important public issues like Delhi’s air pollution were not discussed, while Bills were rushed and 
parliamentary committees remained underused.

	● Despite shortcomings, the session was less confrontational, with improved decorum and constructive 
gestures between the government and Opposition — a positive practice worth strengthening

India-Africa economic ties

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visits to Namibia, Ghana, and Ethiopia have renewed attention on India–
Africa economic relations. Over the past decade, ties between India and African countries have gained 
momentum, moving beyond historical cultural and political links towards stronger economic cooperation. A 
key sign of this growing partnership was the African Union becoming a permanent member of the G20 during 
India’s presidency in 2023, highlighting Africa’s rising importance in India’s global economic and diplomatic 
strategy.
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Uncertainties in Western Markets & Africa Strategy
	● With 40% of India’s exports going to the U.S. and EU, uncertainty and slowdown risks in these 

markets make diversification essential. Africa offers a strong alternative.
	● India–Africa trade is already close to $100 billion, but India lags behind China, which dominates 

Africa’s imports with high-value industrial goods.
	● India aims to double trade with Africa by 2030, shifting from commodity exports to value-added 

manufacturing and joint ventures, especially using AfCFTA (African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) opportunities.

	● MSMEs can benefit greatly if India improves trade finance, Lines of Credit, local currency trade, 
and risk insurance mechanisms.

	● Lowering logistics costs, improving maritime connectivity, and expanding services, digital trade, 
and people-to-people links are key to deepening India–Africa economic ties.

A role for the Indian public sector
Indian public sector companies should play a bigger role in strengthening India–Africa economic ties, 
especially in sectors like manufacturing, agro-processing, infrastructure, renewable energy, and critical 
technologies. At present, India’s investment figures in Africa are overstated because many investments are 
routed through Mauritius mainly for tax reasons, rather than real economic activity in Africa.
Indian companies face challenges such as bureaucracy, political instability, and high financing costs, which 
discourage direct investment. To overcome this, public sector undertakings (PSUs) should lead the way, 
particularly in mining and mineral exploration, where Africa has strong potential.
Overall, India must move beyond short-term trade and focus on long-term, sustainable partnerships with 
African countries. With global supply chains changing and the world moving towards a multipolar order, 
Africa will be crucial for India’s ambition to become a global economic power.


