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The Hindu Analysis- 27th December 2025

Topics Covered
1. India flags attacks on minorities in Bangladesh
2. Centre raises H-1B interview cancellation issue with U.S.
3. Centre’s experts had failed to define Aravallis for over a year before SC warning
4. Decoding air pollution concerns in Delhi-NCR
5. Invasive mosquito species threatens India’s 2030 malaria elimination goal

India flags attacks on minorities in Bangladesh

India has strongly condemned the continuing violence 
against minority communities in Bangladesh, stating that 
over 2,900 incidents targeting Hindus, Christians and 
Buddhists have occurred during the tenure of the interim 
government led by Muhammad Yunus. 
According to the Ministry of External Affairs, these 
incidents—documented by independent organisations 
such as the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity 
Council—include killings, arson attacks and land 
grabbing, and cannot be dismissed as political violence 
or media exaggeration.
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External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal expressed particular concern over the brutal 
killings of Hindu youths Dipu Chandra Das in Mymensingh and Amrit Mandal in Rajbari, which 
followed a spike in communal violence after the death of Islamist leader Sharif Osman Hadi on December 
18. India urged Bangladeshi authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice and underlined that maintaining 
law and order is the responsibility of the Bangladesh government.
The violence has also led to diplomatic tensions, with protests targeting India. New Delhi rejected this “false 
narrative”.
On the political front, India reiterated its support for free, fair, inclusive and participatory elections in 
Bangladesh, signalling opposition to the exclusion of any political party, including the Awami League.

Centre raises H-1B interview cancellation issue with U.S.

India on Friday said it had expressed its concern to the U.S. over the mass cancellation of scheduled H-1B 
visa interviews of Indian applicants and that it was “actively engaged with the U.S. side to minimise 
disruptions caused to our nationals”.
The interviews of thousands of H-1B visa applicants scheduled in the middle of December have been 
abruptly postponed by several months to scrutinise their social media posts and online profiles.
Some of the applicants, whose appointments were scheduled last week, received mails from U.S.
immigration authorities informing them that their interviews are being pushed back to May.
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Visa-related issues pertain to the sovereign domain of any country, he said. “We have flagged these 
issues and our concerns to the U.S. side, both here in New Delhi and in Washington, DC,” he said.
The U.S. move has resulted in significant delays for the visa applicants in their return to the U.S.
H-1B visa :
A non-immigrant US work visa for employing foreign professionals in specialty occupations requiring at 
least a bachelor’s degree or equivalent (e.g., IT, engineering, medicine, finance, research).
The US employer must file a petition on behalf of the foreign worker.
Duration: Initially 3 years, extendable up to 6 years (extensions possible if green card process is underway).
Annual cap:

	● 65,000 regular cap
	● 20,000 additional for candidates with US master’s degree or higher
	● Allocation through a lottery system due to high demand.

Aravalli Range

The Centre’s prolonged effort to define the Aravalli range, one of the world’s oldest mountain systems 
stretching nearly 700 km from Delhi to Gujarat across Haryana, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, has exposed 
deep scientific, administrative, and policy contradictions.
Despite more than a year of work by three expert committees, supported by satellite imagery and inputs 
from institutions such as the Forest Survey of India (FSI), Geological Survey of India (GSI), Survey of 
India (SoI) and State Forest Departments, the government failed to arrive at uniform technical criteria to 
demarcate the Aravallis
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The issue reached a turning point only after the Supreme Court threatened contempt proceedings against 
Environment Ministry officials due to repeated delays.
A new sub-committee was formed in August 2025, which effectively abandoned the attempt to scientifically 
define the Aravallis.
Instead, it sought to evolve a definition that would “balance” ecological concerns with the Centre’s 2019 
National Mineral Policy, which promotes mining of critical minerals for economic growth, as revealed in a 
2,000-page affidavit submitted to the Supreme Court.
The final definition triggered a major environmental and political controversy, with critics alleging 
that it protects only hills above 100 metres in height, thereby leaving most of the Aravalli landscape 
vulnerable to mining and degradation, especially in Rajasthan where the bulk of the range lies.
Environmental activists argue that such a narrow definition undermines conservation of a fragile ecological 
system that plays a crucial role in groundwater recharge, desertification control, and climate moderation in 
north-west India.
Responding to criticism, Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav assured that no new mining licences 
would be granted until a Management Plan for Sustainable Mining (MPSM) for the entire Aravalli 
range is prepared by the Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE).
The Supreme Court had earlier, in 2024, constituted a high-level Committee to resolve the issue.
While the FSI had earlier (2010) defined Aravalli hills in Rajasthan based mainly on slope rather than 
height, the Committee expressed concern that such criteria could wrongly include non-Aravalli hilly 
terrain within the notified districts.
It emphasised that not all Aravalli regions are hilly, and not all hills in the 34 identified districts are 
geologically part of the Aravallis.
Both FSI and SoI rejected a rigid definition based solely on slope and local relief, stressing that hill 
formations vary across terrains and that uniform criteria are scientifically impractical.
Overall, the episode highlights the tension between environmental conservation and resource extraction, 
the limitations of technocratic decision-making under policy pressure, and the judiciary’s growing role in 
arbitrating complex ecological governance issues.

Decoding air pollution concerns in Delhi-NCR
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In Delhi–NCR, vehicles are the biggest source of air pollution, especially PM2.5 and harmful gases like 
carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides. However, farmers in Punjab and Haryana are often blamed for 
Delhi’s poor air quality due to stubble burning, even though it is not the main cause.
On PPP
The polluter pays principle (PPP) means that whoever causes pollution should pay for the damage. The 
Supreme Court recognised this principle in 1996 and it later became part of Indian law through the 
NGT Act, 2010.
However, applying PPP is difficult in air pollution cases because pollution comes from many sources 
and also crosses State boundaries. Such transboundary pollution cannot be handled by PPP alone and needs 
cooperation between States.
Standley case and proportionality
In the Standley case (1999), the European Court held that farmers could not be held responsible for pollution 
mainly caused by industries. This added the idea of proportionality to PPP. Similarly, in India, seasonal 
stubble burning by farmers cannot be held responsible for pollution caused largely by vehicles and industries.
Transboundary air pollution
Air pollution is not only local; it also travels across regions and countries. The Trail Smelter case (1941)- 
(Canada and USA) showed that pollution in one country can damage another. Scientific studies now show 
that PM2.5 pollution spreads over long distances. PM2.5 is now officially treated as a long-range pollutant.
Government-Pays Principle
Indian courts have found it difficult to precisely calculate environmental damage. Instead of strictly applying 
PPP, courts have focused more on compensation and environmental restoration. Over time, this has shifted 
responsibility from polluters to the government, making it closer to a government-pays principle rather than 
a polluter-pays one.
Activist judiciary
Due to weak enforcement by authorities, Indian courts often step in and direct governments to bear the cost 
of monitoring and controlling pollution. This welfare-oriented approach helps victims who cannot afford 
to sue polluters, but it fails to fully hold polluters accountable. 
Also, the environmental duties of citizens receive far less attention than their rights in India.

Urban malaria

Urban malaria and Anopheles 
stephensi
Urban malaria has become a major 
concern in India due to the spread of 
the invasive mosquito Anopheles 
stephensi in big cities like Delhi.
This mosquito breeds easily in man-
made water containers and spreads 
malaria efficiently, posing a serious 
challenge to India’s target of eliminating 
malaria by 2030, as highlighted in 
the Malaria Elimination Technical 
Report, 2025.
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Transmission challenges
The report notes that asymptomatic cases, difficult terrain, and frequent movement of people continue to 
sustain malaria transmission. High-burden pockets remain in districts of Odisha, Tripura and Mizoram, 
while cross-border transmission from Myanmar and Bangladesh affects northeastern border areas.
National targets
India has set an intermediate goal of achieving zero indigenous malaria cases by 2027, in line with the 
WHO’s global malaria elimination strategy, before reaching complete elimination by 2030.
High-burden pockets
As India enters the pre-elimination phase, malaria is now limited to specific local pockets instead of wide 
regions. These pockets are shaped by ecological conditions, migration, work-related exposure, and weak 
healthcare access. Active surveillance has been intensified in tribal, forest, border and migrant-population 
areas, where risks remain high.
Drop in cases
India has made significant progress, reducing malaria cases from 11.7 lakh in 2015 to about 2.27 lakh in 
2024, with deaths falling by 78%. However, challenges remain, including poor reporting by the private sector, 
limited mosquito surveillance capacity, drug and insecticide resistance, operational gaps in tribal areas, and 
occasional shortages of testing kits and medicines.


