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A multipolar world with bipolar characteristics

s 2025 draws to a close, a highlight is

that the United States has undertaken

its largest troop mobilisation in the

Caribbean in decades. Its Navy has
deployed its most advanced aircraft carrier, along
with fighter jets, amphibious vessels, attack
submarines and tens of thousands of troops, as it
intensifies its pressure on Venezuela in an effort
to force President Nicolas Maduro from power.

The Trump administration’s National Security
Strategy (NSS), released in early December 2025,
identifies Latin America and the Caribbean as a
strategic priority. Reviving the 19th century
Monroe Doctrine, the document asserts that the
U.S. must deny influence or control by outside
powers (read China) in Latin America and ensure
that the Western Hemisphere remains under
American political, economic and military
influence.

The push to reinforce American primacy in
Latin America coincides with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s waning interest in Europe,
another long-standing U.S. sphere of influence.
Since the end of the Second World War, the U.S.
has served as Europe’s primary security
guarantor. If Washington kept western Europe
together through a tightly knit alliance during the
Cold War, it expanded this security umbrella to
eastern Europe after the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, creating a large transatlantic bloc.
Under Mr. Trump, however, the U.S. is no longer
interested in shouldering the burden of European
security — a position explicitly articulated in the
NSS. Why is America, at a moment when Russia
and China are seeking to overturn the U.S.-built
and U.S.-led security and economic order,
stepping back from Europe while moving to
consolidate its influence in the Western
Hemisphere?

It is difficult to discern a cohesive doctrine in
Mr. Trump’s foreign policy, marked by the
President’s impulses and unpredictability. Yet,
even these impulses, this unpredictability and his
ideological orientation rooted in Christian
nationalism and America’s might cannot ignore
the structural shifts reshaping the international
order. Mr. Trump is not the ‘President of peace’
that he claims to be — he has already bombed six
countries, even if he has stopped short of a
full-scale war.

At the same time, Mr. Trump, despite his
rhetoric about American military and economic
dominance, recognises that he no longer lives in a
unipolar world. His reluctant aggression and
strategic recalibration are reflections of the
changes now taking shape in the global balance of
power.

Three great powers

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991, a
new order emerged with the U.S. at its centre.
There was no other great power positioned to
challenge American primacy. The unipolar
moment, however, has since passed. While future
historians may better identify the precise point of
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rupture, one such moment was Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014. The ensuing
conflict in eastern Ukraine, the tepid western
response, and Russia’s ability to endure despite
sanctions reinforced the limits of the ‘rules-based
order’.

The end of unipolarity, however, does not
mean the end of American dominance. The U.S.
remains, and will remain, for the foreseeable
future, the world’s pre-eminent military and
economic power. What has changed is that
Washington is no longer the sole great power
shaping geopolitical outcomes. China and Russia
now occupy that space as well, deepening what
Realist thinkers describe as the inherently
anarchic nature of the international system.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union was
America’s principal rival, and in the 1970s,
Washington reached out to China to exploit
fissures within the communist bloc. Today, the
U.S. identifies China as its principal and systemic
challenger. This, in turn, leaves open the
possibility of a reset in ties with Russia — an idea
embraced by Mr. Trump’s MAGA (Make America
Great Again) ideologues, who frame Russia as
part of a shared ‘Christian civilisation’.

The reigning power versus the rising power
The U.S. faces a unique challenge in China. The
Soviet economy, in its prime in the early 1970s,
reached about 57% of the U.S. GDP, before it
began slowing down. China’s economy, now the
world’s second largest, already amounts to about
66% of the U.S. economy. China continues to
grow at a faster pace, steadily narrowing the gap.

As China’s economic power expands, it is
being converted into military capability (it has
already built the world’s largest Navy, by number
of ships). Like other great powers, Beijing is
seeking to establish regional hegemony and
global dominance. So, a prolonged contest
between the U.S., the reigning power, and China,
the rising power, appears unavoidable. The
situation is comparable to 19th century Europe,
when a rising imperial Germany threatened to
upstage Britain during Pax Britannica, unsettling
the ‘Concert of Europe’.

Russia is the weakest link among the three
powers. It is a relatively smaller economy with a
shrinking sphere of influence. But Russia’s
nuclear arsenals, expansive geography, abundant
energy and mineral resources and its
demonstrated willingness to use force to achieve
its strategic objectives keep it in the great power
constellation. From Moscow’s perspective, the
country drifted into the wilderness in the 1990s
before announcing its return in 2008 with the
war in Georgia. Since then, it has sought to
rewrite the post-Soviet security architecture in
Europe. As the West, having expanded the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization into the Russian
sphere of influence, responded to Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine with sweeping sanctions
on Russia and military support for Kyiv, Moscow
moved ever closer to China. Russia and China

have found common ground in opposing the
western ‘rules-based order’ — Russia thinks that
the order denies it its rightful place in the world
and seeks to revise it accordingly, while China, by
contrast, as Rush Doshi argues in The Long Game,
wants to replace it with a China-centric order.

Fluid multipolarity

All three great powers today understand that the
world is no longer organised around a single
centre of authority. In that sense, the world is
already multipolar. But unlike the post-Second
World War and post-Cold War transitions, the
structures of the new order have yet to fully
emerge. During the Cold War, the world was
divided into two ideological blocs and two largely
separate economic systems. Today, China lacks
the kind of satellite state networks that
characterised the 20th century superpowers,
while the U.S. is reassessing the sustainability of
its alliance frameworks, including its
commitment to Europe.

Russia, with its own great power ambitions, is
wary of being seen as a Chinese ally irrespective
of its close strategic partnership with Beijing. This
opens a window for a Washington-Moscow reset.
But the war in Ukraine remains a stumbling
block. Russia may not want to challenge
America’s global leadership, but it certainly wants
to re-establish its primacy in its sphere of
influence.

Thus, there are three great powers with
divergent interests that are pulling the global
order in different directions, rendering the
emerging multipolarity fluid rather than as a
structured system akin to the post-Second World
War order. This also means that middle powers,
including superpower allies such as Japan and
Germany, and autonomous actors such as India
and Brazil, would continue to hedge their bets.

Mr. Trump wants Europe to shoulder greater
responsibility for its own security, reset relations
with Russia and reassert American primacy in its
immediate neighbourhood even as Washington
prepares for a prolonged great power
competition with China. The idea is to return to
the classic offshore balancing. Even if Mr. Trump
fails in executing it, future American Presidents
may not be able to ignore the shifts that he has
initiated. Russia, for its part, seeks to carve out a
sphere of influence. China aims to preserve its
close strategic partnership with Russia to keep
the Eurasian landmass within its orbit, while
establishing regional hegemony in East and
Southeast Asia — moves that would cement its
status as a long-term superpower, much as the
U.S. did by asserting its hegemony in the Western
Hemisphere in the 19th century, and across the
Atlantic in the 20th century. In this fluid
landscape, Russia has emerged as the new ‘swing
great power’ between the two superpowers,
paradoxically lending the emerging multipolar
order a distinctly bipolar character.
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Q. With reference to casual workers employed in India, consider the following statements:

Gig, platform workers
to go on strike today
to protest ‘exploitation’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Gig and platform worker
unions have announced a
strike on  Wednesday
against “systemic exclu-
sion from core labour entit-
lements” of the workers in
the segment. In a letter to
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, they
urged the Centre’s imme-
diate intervention to stop
“exploitation” of workers
by platforms in the food
delivery and taxi service
sectors.

The Gig and Platform
Services Workers Union
(GIPSWU) said in the letter
that a nationwide strike by
delivery workers on De-
cember 25 underscored
the severe implications for

dressed. “Gig workers con-
tinue to face systemic ex-
clusion from core labour
entitlements under Indian
law and constitutional gua-
rantees. Reports docu-
ment pervasive harass-
ment, discrimination, and
violence against workers.
This strike unites gig work-
ers and allies to demand
immediate government in-
tervention,” the letter
added.

In a demand charter
submitted to the Minister,
the GIPSWU said the ‘10-
20-minute service delivery
mandates’ should be ur-
gently discontinued to
prioritise worker safety.

“Legally recognise plat-
form workers as ‘workers’
under labour laws, ceasing
misclassification as ‘partn-

India’s growth if the issues ers’,” the charter empha-
of workers went unad- sised.
Prelims PYQs (2021)

1. All casual workers are entitled for Employees Provident Fund coverage.
2. All casual workers are entitled for regular working hours and overtime payment.

3. The government can by a notification specify that an establishment or industry shall pay wages only

through its bank account.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Q. Examine the role of ‘Gig Economy’ in the process of empowerment of women in India. (2021)

Mains PYQs (2021)
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India is now the fourth
largest economy: Centre

With GDP valued at $4.18 trillion, India has surpassed Japan and is poised to displace Germany

from the third rank in the next few years with a projected GDP of

it
NEW DELHI

pan to become the

world’s fourth largest
economy with a size of
$4.18 trillion and is poised
to overtake Germany to be-
come the third largest by
2030, the government said
on Tuesday.

With continuing good
growth numbers, India is
also the world’s fastest-
growing major economy, it
said.

India’s real GDP grew
8.2% in the second quarter
0f2025-26, up from 7.8% in
the first quarter and 7.4%
in the fourth quarter of the
last fiscal.

“With GDP valued at
$4.18 trillion, India has sur-
passed Japan to become
the world’s fourth largest
economy and is poised to
displace Germany from the
third rank in the next 2.5 to
3 years with a projected
GDP of $7.3 trillion by
2030,” said the govern-
ment in a statement pro-
viding a snapshot of re-
forms in 2025.

The U.S. is the world’s

l ndia has surpassed Ja-

Domestic drivers, led by robust private consumption, played a big
role in supporting this expansion, the government has said. AF

largest economy, and Chi-
na occupies the second
spot.

The growth momentum
further surprised on the
upside, with GDP expand-
ing to a six-quarter high in
Q2 of 2025-26, reflecting
India’s resilience amid per-
sistent global trade uncer-
tainties, it said.

Domestic drivers, led by
robust private consump-
tion, played a central role
in supporting this
expansion.

The release said interna-
tional agencies have
echoed this optimism and

cited projections made by
various entities. The World
Bank has projected a 6.5%
growth in 2026, and Moo-
dy’s expects India to re-
main the fastest-growing
G20 economy with a
growth of 6.4% in 2026 and
6.5% in 2027. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has
raised its projections to
6.6% for 2025 and 6.2% for
2026, and the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation
and Development fore
casts 6.7% growth in 2025
and 6.2% in 2026. Also, the
S&P anticipates a growth of
6.5% in the current fiscal

trillion by 2030, it says

and 6.7% in the next, the
Asian Development Bank
has lifted its 2025 forecast
to 7.2%, and Fitch has
raised its FY26 projection
to 7.4% on stronger con-
sumer demand.

“India is among the
world’s  fastest-growing
major economies and is
well-positioned to sustain
this momentum. With the
ambition of attaining high
middle-income status by
2047 - the centenary year
of its independence, the
country is building on
strong foundations of eco-
nomic growth, structural
reforms, and social pro-
gress,” the government
said.

The release highlighted
that inflation remains be-
low the lower tolerance
threshold, unemployment
is declining, and export
performance continues to
improve. Furthermore, fi-
nancial conditions have
stayed benign, with strong
credit flows to the com-
mercial sector, while de-
mand conditions remain
firm, supported by a furth-
er strengthening of urban
consumption.
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