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SOURCHHE HINDU

| WHY IN NEWS? |

% An interministerial delegation from India attended the"28ession of the UN Climate Change Conference
(COP 28) held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates frdmBQA u E[1iTi"8} iu E[Ti17X

% The major outcome frorl@OP 28 included the decision on Outcome of the First Global Stockiatioheting
up global climate ambitionbefore the end of the decade.

% These global efforts will be taken up by the countriesriatebnally determinedmanner takng into account
the Paris Agreement and their different national circumstances.

% Another major outcome of COP 28hHe agreement on the operationalization of the Loss and Damage
Fundand its funding arrangements.

| UNDERSTANDING OF COP: |
¥ Institutional Genesis:
9 Originated from thdJnited Nations Earth Summit in Rio in
1992. RI0 D
9 Establishment of th&/N Framework Convention on Climatel s+
Change (UNFCC@pvided aegal foundationfor global
collaboration against climate change.
¥, COP Definition:
9 COP signifiesCorference of Parties."
9 Involveshigh-level conferences uniting statesegional
organizations, andon-state actors rossondicod | gourTC
9 Encompasses 198 official Parties, including 197 countries S
and theEuropean Union
¥, Scope and Usage:
9 Any meeting among the Convention's Partiéfcially adopts the term COP.
9 }Juu}voC ¢} ] 8 A]8Z 8Z hE o]Ju & ~puu]3U v vvpg o A v§
paramount decisiormaking body on climate issues.
9 COP is the governing bodyerseeing the Paris Agreemerd groundbreaking climatieeaty
established in 2015.
¥, Paris Agreement Influence:
9 The COP is entrusted with the implementation and progress monitoring of the Paris Agreement

Start of Industrialised countries
climate talks commit to reduction

US$100 billion to
fund climate action

Adjusting points
of Kijoto Protocal

2°C set All countries must
astarget  reduce emissions

Extension of
Kyoto Protocol

9 COP28 UAE marks the™8ssion dedicated to discussions and decisions related to climate actign.

¥ Evolutionof COPs:
9 Originally confined to government negotiatoOPs have transformed into global megaents
9 Contemporary CORBaw participants from diverse sectorsncludingpolitical leaders, business
figures, sectoral experts, climate activistand the geeral public.
9 Essential platforms for bothovernmental and norgovernmental entitiesto deliberate, exchange
ideas, form networks, anstrike deals pertaining to climate efforts

| UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE (UNFCCC COP 28) |
¥ COP28 UAE Overview:
9 COP28 UAE scheduled from November 30 to December 12, 2023, at Expo City, Dubai, United
Emirates.
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https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/cop28-outcomes-decisions-explained/article67656914.ece#:~:text=The%20COP28%20outcomes%20had%20a%20lot%20of%20firsts%2C%20such%20as,transition%20away%20from%20fossil%20fuels.

9 It will comprise:
x The28" meeting of theConference of the Parties
(COP 28);
x The fifth meeting of the COP serving as the Meeting
of the Parties to the Pari;\greement (CMA 5);
x The 18" meeting of the CORerving as the Meeting
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 18);
x The 59" meeting of theSubsidiary Body for
Implementation (SBI 59)and
x The 59" meeting of theSubsidiary Body for Scientific and Techagical Advice (SBSTA 59)
% Purpose and Framework:
9 Itis part of the United Nations Climate Change Conferences, conyeely under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
9 The conferences serve as a formal meetingf NFCCC Parti¢€onference of the Parties, COP) to
negotiate and agree on climate actiostrategies.
% DecisionMaking Authority: O
9 The UN Climate Change Conferences are the el Pl R
highest decisioamaking body globally for L =
climate-related issues. e

o
9 They focus on negotiating actionsaddress - et
climate changelimit emissions, and combat .
global warming.
% Host Country:
9 The 28th edition COP28, will be hosted by thimited Arab Emirates (UAE).
% Objectives and Paris Agreement Goals:
9 COP28 UAE is seen as a milestqmaoaunity for globalcollaboration, course correction, and
progress to align with the goals of the Paris Agreement
9 Aims to keep the 1.5°C temperature targeiithin reach.

Reg
N
U
In

JUrban-Climate Ministerial - UNFCCC Friends of Multilevel Acti

Conference Zones:

% Blue Zone (UNFC&anaged):
9 Open to accredited parties, includilgguntry negotiators,observer delegates (NGOs, IGOs, UN
Agencies), media, and world leaders.
9 Hosts formal negotiations, official side events, panel discussions, speaking events, and cultural
activities.
¥, Green Zone (COP28 UAE Presidency):
9 Managed by the COP28 UAE Presideraffering a platform tanon-accredited delegates such as
youth groups, civil society, private sectpand indigenous groups.
9 Fosters dialogue, awareness about climate action, and showcases contributions and solutions from
the private sector.
9 Hosts technicatonferences, panels, and activations focusing on climate change mitigation
solutions.

| COP28 ACTION AGENDA: |
¥% North Star Obijective:
9 Guided by achieving andaintaining 1.5°C temperature limit
¥ Emission Reduction Mandate:
9 Global Stocktakandicates the need toeduce 22 gigatons of emissions by 2030.
¥ Four Key Focus Areas:
9 Fasttracking Transition:Aiming for a just and orderly transition.
9 Fixing Climate Financ&ddressing financial aspects fffective climate action
9 Nature, Lives, andlivelihoods Prioritizingnature-related initiativesand community wetbeing.
9 Inclusivity for All:Ensuring participation and representation of diverse stakeholders.
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% World Climate Action Summit;

9

9

% New Themes Health/Relief, Recovery, and Peace:

9

9

. . . What is the global context for COP28 UAE?
Involves heads of state, civil society, businesses,| = o

youth, Indigenous Peoples, and more. \‘(
Showcases progress and discudseward-looking —\\-/- ’l l @

policies across Paris Agreement pillars.

increase wil excoed 15°C ey o

Integrating human perspectives to address climat o 000
impacts. @ %

Focus orhealth system respaose, adaptation, and
loss and damage

% Finance/Trade/Gender Equality/Accountability:

9
9

Targets reform ifnternational financial structures for climate goals
Includes discussions on trade's role and ensuring geresponsive policies.

% Energy, Industry, andust Transition:

9
9

Aims forrapid decarbonizatiorand just transition across sectors.
Focus on renewable energy, innovation, and job growth.

% Multilevel Action, Urbanization, and Built Environment/Transport:

9
9

Local leaders unite for climate action acressious government levels.
Highlights solutions fdow-carbon infrastructure, circular waste systemand sustainable
transport.

% Youth, Children, Education, and Skills:

9
9

Empowering youtlin climate decisions and poliegnaking.
Emphasis on green jobskills training, and transformative education.

% Nature, Land Use, and Oceans:

9
9

Integration ofnature-positive initiatives in climate strategies
Focus on sustainable management of natural carbon sinks and biodiversity hotspots.

| OUTCOMES OF COP28: EVALUAREYGDEVELOPMENTS |

% Fossil Fuel Transition:

9

9

¥ Loss and Damage Fund:

9

9
9

Acknowledgment ofossil fuels as the primary cause of
climate change

Disappointing language on transitioning away frgm
rather than fully phasing oufpssil fuels.

Intentional loophole allowing the use of carbo
captureand storage justifying continued oil and gas
burning.

Pledged US$700 million for loss and damafgling significantlghort of the required US$400
billion.

Unclear fund operation, funding streams, gootential for community-driven allocation
Controversial decision for thé/orld Bank to administer the fund with a 24% fee.

¥ Renewable Energy Commitments:
9 Pledge by 118 countries tdple renewable energy capacitanddouble energy efficiency by 2030.
9 Recognition ofransitional fuels' rolein maintaining energy security, accepting tiee of liquefied

petroleum gas.

% Oil and Gas Decarbonisation Charter:

9

Over 50 oil companiesepresenting 40% of global productigrsigned a charter.

9 Aims to achieve nekzero emissionsnear-zero methane leakageandzero routine flaring by 2030.

9

Excludes 60% of global @hdgas production from the charter's coverage

% Global Stockake and 1.5°C Goal:
9 The first global stocktake reveatsdequate progress since the Paris Agreememijting the 1.5°C

limit at risk.
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9 Discrepancy between COP28's call for fossil fuel transitmal the weak language in the official
global stocktake.

| India's Stand at COP8: Evaluating Key Positions |
% UAE Declaration on Climate and Health:
9 The UAE and WHQI@boration led to theclimate and health declaration at COEB.
9 Recognizes health impacts of climate change, endorsing climate action benefits.
9 Signed by 123 nations committing $1 billiphowever,India abstained.
% Reasons Behind India's NeParticipation:
9 India refrained due t@oncerns that healthrelated emission reduction may compromise cooling

gases.
9 With agrowing healthcare system, emission reduction might impact healthcare accessipility
especially in rural areas.
¥ Green Credit Initiative:
9 Encouraggro-environment actionsto combat climate COP28 UAE DECLARATION OF LEADE
change. CE FRAME
9 Issues Green Credits for planting on degraded laadd N
river catchment areas. ¥ ¥ i i # R @'
9 Revitalize natural ecosystems through voluntary i »
initiatives. ﬁ‘ I‘I ' !if ‘
% LeadIT 2.0 (Leadership Group for Industry Transition): : ] :

9 Inclusive and fair industry transition.
9 Codevelopment and transfer of lowcarbon technology
financial support for industry transition in emerging economies.
9 Phase Il launch fanhanced impact.
% Global River Cities Alliance (GRCA):
9 Introduced at COP 2&d by theNational Mission for Clean Ganga (NIGE
9 Emphasizefndia's commitment to sustainable rivecentric developmentand climate resilience.
9 Facilitates knowledge exchangwjer-city twinning, and shares best practices
% Quad Climate Working Group (Q@G) on Localised Climate Action:
9 Acknowledging and amplifying the rolelo€al communities and regional governments
9 Emphasizesupporting sustainable lifestyles
9 Recognizing grassroot$forts for effective climate action
% Global Methane Pledge:
9 COR26'sGlobal Methane Pledggains attention at COR8 with renewed commitments.
9 Climate and Clean Air Coalition takes oygtedging over $1 billion in grants for methane reduction
projects.
9 Despite 150 countries signingdia abstains due to a shifrébm CO2 to methane focus.
¥ India's Methane Emission Context:
9 India's methane emissions primarily fraioe cultivation and livestock activities
9 These emissions are essential for thvelihoods of small and marginal farmers

| COP28 TAKEAWAYSSUES |
¥ Landmark Declarations:
9 Positive AspectAcknowledgment ofritical issues such as climate and health, natdrased
solutions, and the commitment to sustainable food systems.
9 ChallengesDespite positive strideslisparities between developed and developinwations persist.
% Fossil Fuel Subsidies:
9 ControversyDisagreement®n phasing out fossil fuel subsidies.
9 Developed vs. Developingreveloped nations advocate for phaset, while developing countries,
including Indiaresist dueto economic growth conceraand social implications.
% Common and Differentiated Responsibilities
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9 Principle Emphasideveloping countries stress theipciple of common and differentiated

responsibilities.

9 Calls for ActionUrgent need foiincreased climate
finance and technologyransferfor just job
transitions and inclusive development.

% Contentious Issues:

9 Diverse Challenge®isputes on market
mechanisms, financial resource allocation, World
Bank's role in managing Loss and Damage (L&D)
fund, and private sector engagement.

9 Addressing ConcernRequires comprehensive
strategies fometric definition, fund management

market mechanisms, technological risks, and continued fossil fuel use.

¥ Mixed Bag of Outcomes:

9 Positive StepCommitment toramp up renewable energy targets.
9 Unresolved IssuesChallenges ih&D metrics, fund management and disbursal, market
mechanisms, risky technologiespntinued fossil fuel use, and the role of natural gas.

The key takeaways from the summit ©

TWILIGHT THE ROLE OF TECH
FOROIL? The pact also acknowledged that till economies can function
without fossil fuels, low-emission technologies like "renewables,
o nuclear, abatement and removal technologies such as carbon
capture and utilization and storage” can be accelerated

fossil fuelsin | ABSENCE OF FINANCE 1.5°C GOAL IN FOCUS
energy systems, ina The outcome document The deal maintained a

just, orderly and W emphasized that @ }l chance of limiting global

equitable manner” finance, capacity-build- warming to 1.5°C above
for net-zero by 2050 ing and technology the pre-industrial average,
is the first time the transfer are critical for as envisioned in Paris, even as
world has expressed mitigation and adaptation in small island states expressed
aunified desire to developing countries, but it failed concemns that the text fell short of
end the oil age to textualise any dear pathways the course correction that is needed

CARBON BUDGET ENTERS TEXT
The text noted with concern that the carbon budget consistent with achieving the Paris Agreement
temperature goal is now small, that historical cumulative net CO2 emissions already account for about
four fifths of the total carbon budget for a 50 % probability of limiting global warming to 1.5°C

| WAY FORWARD:

% Collaborative Solutions:

9 Emphasize the need for collaborative solutions thdtiress both environmental concerns and

socioeconomic realities.
% Balanced Approach to Subsidies:

9 Recognize theconomic implications of fossil fuel subsidy phaset and work towards a balanced

approachthat considers developmental needs.
% Equitable Climate Finance:

9 Fulfill commitments to increase climate finana@ndtechnology transfer ensuring a fair distribution

to facilitate inclusive development.
¥ Holistic Metric Definition:

9 Develop clear andomprehensive metrics for Loss and Damage (L&E)suring a robust
understanding of the impact areffective fund allocation

% Strategic Market Mechanisms:

9 Address challenges in market mechanisersuring transparency, fairness, and effective

participation by allstakeholders.
% Renewable Energy Transition:

9 Actively pursue the rampup of renewable energy targetsencouraging innovation and adoption of

sustainable practices.
¥ Technological Innovation and Risks:

9 Implement strategies fomanaging risks associated with ¢énologies fostering innovation while

ensuring safety and sustainability.
¥, Stakeholder Engagement:

9 Enhance engagement witliverse stakeholders, including private sectoit® ensure

comprehensive and effective climate action.
¥ Natural Gas Transition Plan:

9 Developa transparent and timebound plan for transitioning away from natural gagajigning with
the broader goal of reducing reliance on fossil fuels.
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INDIAN PENAL CODE TO NYAYA SANHITA,2023
SOURCENDIAN EXPRESS

| WHY IN NEWS? |
% TheBharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) Bill, 20&3=ks to replace thiedian Penal Codaushering in substantial
changes.
% Departing from the existing legal framework, tB&S introduces new offensesliminates certain
provisions, and modifies existing laws.
% From addressingsues of terrorism and organized crint@ introducing gender neutrality, the bill
represents a departe from existing legal frameworks.

| WHAT WAS INDIAN PENAL CODE, 18607 \
% Introduction:
9 The Indian Penal Code (IPC) isghimary body of law governing criminal acts India.
9 Enacted in 1860 during British colonial rylg has undergone revisions to adaptchanging legal
requirements and societal norms.

_ _ A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF
Historical Background: THE INDIAN PENAL CODE

% Role of Thomas Babington Macaulay:

9 Thomas Babington Macaulag, prominent legal mind and
Whig politician, saw codification as essential to moderni
India and fulfill theBritish "civilizing mission”

¥ Influence of Jeremy Bentham:

9 Macaulay was influenced by Jeremy Benthathe father
of modern utilitarianism, who advocated for the
codification of law to replace the cumbersome legal system in England.

% Drafting of the IPC:

9 In 1833, tle British Parliament passed the Government of India Algtading to the creation of &w
commission under Macaulaio modernize laws.

9 Macaulay focused on criminal laswcompleting thefirst version of the IPC in 1837

¥ Foundation on British Common Law:

9 ThelPC completely ignored existing Indian lawad was founded on British common law,

prompting scholars to view it as thensplanting of English law in India
% Mutiny and Enactment:

9 ThelPC remained in limbo for years due to governmental inertiasistane from European
residents, and a loss of reform momentum.

9 TheRebellion of 1857 changed the landscapeading to thedemise of the East India Compaiaynd
the British Crown taking direct control in 1858

9 The IPC's genesis lies in tftermath of the Rebellion of 1857a significant event that prompted
the British colonial government t@consider legal administration in India

| REASONS FOR REVAMPMIGIOR DRAWBACKSIDER IPRC860 |
¥ Comprehensive Criminal Code:
9 The IPGddresses various offensesategorizing crimeagainst the state, public peace, public
employees, property, morality, and individual integrity
¥ Intent and Act:
9 To be found guilty a person mustlemonstrate both intent (mens reaand thephysical act (actus
reus)of committing a dme.
% Defined Offenses:
9 Crimes likenurder, theft, robbery, abduction, rape, fraud, defamatigretc., are defined with
specific requirements anstandards for criminal responsibility
% Legal Framework:
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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-law/indian-penal-code-to-nyaya-sanhita-whats-new-what-is-out-what-changes-9078213/#:~:text=From%20sedition%20to%20fake%20news,which%20it%20aims%20to%20replace.&text=Under%20the%20BNS%2C%20offences%20related,the%20amount%20of%20damage%20caused.

9 Establishes théegal framework for determining the agef criminal responsibility outlines accused

parties' rights, and prescribes protocols for . -
investigation and tial, Three hills nltroduced in I.?kmsng?ra
.. Indian Penal Cod Code of Criminal il
¥ Outdated Provisions: (PO, 1860 | Procedure (20 1973 ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?‘
. . TO BE REPLACED BY TO BE REPLACED BY WS t o
9 ThelPC lacks provision® addresscontemporary ShaatiaNyaya | Bharatiya Nagark et chtme L
. . . . . . . nhita N uraksha a, imi i m.
crimes like mob lynching, financial crimes, white Wisomsororelll Proroomons -
. . (instead of 51 sections n IPC) (instead of 478 sections in(;P() | ~Motbeto
collar crimes, anceconomic offenses.  D5sectonshave eenamende | & 0 sectons b eenchnged | PR vy';,,
% Uneven Punishments: ¢';’:;‘;m":;mﬂ‘;:&;,”*';;‘:’gx:::;“:},;""‘ Nt
- -y - - . - \ —M
9 Disparitiesexist in thepunishment for crimes of Indian Evidence Act, 1672 * !t rosecions 1 S
. h B epmctierimst g
grievous hurt Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, o 1sectio s eenacdet and
9 Standardization is needed to addreasidents like Do Pl | e
chain-snatching which may bdife-threatening but is 7 1 bl LR LT %ﬁ;ﬁm“
- - - o
inconsistentlycategorized under robbery ohéft. A 2 red WSoffie)

% Technological Advances:
9 Technological advancements and economic developments demameevaluation of IPC to include
provisions forcybercrimes and other modern offenses

| BHARATIYA NYAYA SANHBNS) BILI2023 KEY CHANGES |
The Bharatiya Nyaya Séita (BNS) Bill, 2023 aims to replace the Indian Penal Code, bringing significant chang

New Offenses:

% Promise to Marry:(Section 69)
9 Criminalizes deceitful promises to marraddressing concerns related'ove jihad."
9 Involves consensual sexuacttivity, punishing those makirfalse promises with imprisonment up
to ten years.
% Mob Lynching(Section 101(2))
9 Cadifies offenses related mob lynching and hatecrime murders
9 Imposes punishmentanging fromlife imprisonment to deathfor murderscommited by mobs
basedon factorslike race, caste, community, or personal belief.
% Organized Crime:
9 Tackles organized crinvdthin ordinary criminal law
9 Differentiates punishment based on whether thfense caused deathwith a mandatoryminimum
sentence offive yearsfor cases without death.
¥, Stricter Laws on Sexual Offences:
9 Enhancement of punishmeffdr rape from seven to ten yearéSection 64).
9 Death penalty fogang rape of women below 18 yea(Section 70).
9 Introduction of alaw protecting the identitiesof sexual assault victiméSection 72).

3, i i 1 . .. -
¥s Petty Organized CrimgSection 302) Changes proposed in criminal laws®)|
9 Introduces a category criminalizing offenses ttheft, apovoved, il overhao ks i Syt A ook at ey Sspacts o the s
snatching, cheatingunauthorizedselling of tickets, SENIHTA () B 023 SLRAKSA AN 202
i . . Proposed to replace Indian Proposed to replace Code of
unauthorized betting, or gambling. e i, P&;:ﬁ:%;&;;:
¥ Terrorism:(Section 111 it s s s and et i il s
( ) .. KEY TAKEAWAYS KEY TAKEAWAYS
9 Incorporates language from thenlawful Atrocities e A o Tom-sound lnvestguton v
. o : . _ St Pl | K
Prevention Act bringing terrorism under ordinary criminal| osmpmyoe.  SSEmedmsmm,
law. « Commanty sarvice mtroducedssane || < e
9 Broader definition of offenses related terror financing @ D ARy KEY TAKEAWAYS
© Documents to also include electronic or digital
Comp ared to U AP A ,"dm:::ﬂ:g%z gé‘;‘éigﬁ;%%”;ﬁ'.':.?:..ﬂfiféi:."“:.ﬁ‘ﬁm
o The IEA applies to all judicial « Dis of all record: Y. FIR.
¥ Attempt to Suicide: s The prUBTEGWICE | e v e
. . .. . . . produced and admissible in courts effect validity and enforceabilty as paper records
9 Criminalizes attempted suicidwith the intent torestrain

public servants from performing their duties.
9 Prescribes gil term of up to one yeamwith community service.

Deletions:
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% Unnatural Sexual Offense$Section 377)
9 Repeals Section 37decriminalizing homosexuality but raises concemregardingnon-consensual
sexual acts.
% Adultery:
9 Omission ofthe offense of adultery previously struck down by the Supreme Court as
unconstitutional in 2018.
% Thugs (Section 310)
9 Omission of the provision labeling individuals as "thugsdsed on habitual associatidor
committing robbery or chiletealing.
% Gender Neutrality:
9 Amenddaws related to children to introduce gender neutrality.
Offenses likgrocuration of a girl and kidnappingf minorshave uniform age limits.
Other Tweaks:

Y, Fake News:
9 Introduces grovision criminalizing the publishing of falsend misleading information extending
beyond existing hate speech laws.
¥ Sedition:(Section 150)
9 Renames 'rajdroh' to 'deshdrolandwidens the definition including aiding subversive activities
and encouragingeparatist feelings.
¥ Mandatory Minimum Sentence:
9 Modifies (Section 303 to allow for a punishment of "death or imprisonment for lifeinstead of a
mandatory death sentence.
% Damage to Public Property{Section 4)
9 Offenses related teausing damage to publigroperty now carry a graded fine corresponding to th
amount of damage caused.

| NEGATIVE CHANGES AND LOOPHOLES: |
% Lack of Definition for Community Service:

9 While the introduction otommunity service as a punishmeig a positive change, the BIR#s to
provide a clear definitionof what community service entails.

9 This absence aflarity may lead to sentencing disputes and inconsistendieshe application of
community service.

9 Some instances afhusual community service mandatesuch as daeating money b a gaushala or
engaging in temple servigaaise concerns about potential biases or religious overtones.

% Lack of Gender Neutrality in Rape and Sexual Assault:

9 Despite progressive changes being introduced BN, like its predecessor IPC, does aptbrace
gender neutralityin recognizing victims and perpetrators of rape and sexual assault

9 Thisperpetuates a gendebiased approachoverlooking the fact that en and transgender
individuals can also be victims of such crimes

9 Thefailure to recognizenale victimsmay contribute to an incomplete understanding of sexual
offenses.

¥ Limited Change in Sedition Law:

9 Section 150 of BN®aintains the criminalization of acts thaxcite or attempt to excite"
secessionist activities @ncourage separatist feelgs without makingmcitement to violence or
disruption of public ordera prerequisite for charges.

9 Thebroad scope of Section 15faylead to the criminalization of various expressionscluding
speeches, newspaper articles, books, and plays, simitaection 124A of IPC.

\ WAY FORWARD & CONCLUSION: \
% Recommendation:
9 The BNS should include a defirestl of possible community service activitiesr guidelines to
ensure uniformity and prevent the imposition of tasks that neayry religious or patriarchal
undertones.

3%
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9 BNSshould align with the spirit of the proposed 2019 Criminal Law Amendment Bilbving
towardsgenderneutral language to acknowledge that individuals of any genaan be victims or
perpetrators of rape and sexual assault.

9 A more nuanced approach is needsgecifying that charges under sedition lavgsould require a
direct incitement to violence or a clear threat to public order

9 This wouldorevent the misuse of sedition chargéds stifle free expression.

% Political Neutraity:

9 Ensure that the reformed IPCfige from political biases and serves the interests of all citizens
impartially.

9 Uphold democratic principleand maintain a fair andnbiased justice system

¥ Effective Implementation:

9 Address challenges in thenplementation of reformed lawsincluding training law enforcement
agenciescreating awareness among the public, and establishiaghanisms for efficient
enforcement.

Conclusion:

% In the context of recent changes from IPC to Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhitg gBRSit's essential to evaluate
how these suggestions align with the new legal framework.

¥ The transition provides an opportunity eiddress longstanding issues and create a criminal justice systen
that reflects thevalues and needs of contemporary Irad

¥ Continuous monitoring, public engagemerandperiodic reviewswill be crucial to ensuring the
effectiveness and relevance of the reformed legal framework.

ULFA PEACE ACCORD
SOURCENDIAN EXPRE S

| WHY N NEWS? |

% Therecent signing of a historic tripartite peace demdvolving theGovernment of Indiathe Assam state
government, and th@ro-talks faction of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFR&} garnered
significant attention

% Inlast 5 years, 9 @ee andborder related agreements have been signedth different states in the
Northeast,these have established peace in large part of the Northeast.

% In ULFA conflicgbout 10 thousand people from both sides were killegho were citizens of this coumpgr
but today this problem is beirmpmpletely resolved

¥, After formation ofModi government in 2014violentincidents in Assam decreased by 87Méaths by 90%
and kidnappings by 84%

\ HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ULFA (UNITED LIBERATION FRONT OF ASOM): \
¥, Overview:

9 TheUnited Liberation Front of Assam (ULFAanextremist organization formed in 197%as been a
prominent player in thenortheastern Indian state of Assam

9 The group's pmary objective has been the establishment of a separate and sovereiggaA®se
nation independent of Indian rule.

9 Over the years, ULFA has béevolved in numerous terrorist operationin Assamand other
northeastern states, making it a significant security concern.

% Formation and Early Years:

9 Formed orApril 7, 1979 by students associated with thall Assam Students' Union, ULRBAned to
promote an armed struggle against the Indian governmdat the creation of anndependent
socialist Assam.

9 The group remainecklatively inactive until the mid1980s with some reports ofecruitment but
no major activities.

% Links and Funding:
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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/ulfa-peace-accord-history-of-its-44-year-long-insurgency-peace-talks-9088017/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1991608

9 In 1986 ULFA established connections with organizatidike the Kachin Independence Army (KIA
and the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland (NS@)ding to increased funrdathering
activities.

9 Funding reportedly involved extortions from businesses and trading houses, with claims of strong
links with theruling Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) in the
late 1980s

% Government Ban and Violent Tactics:

9 Banned by the Indian government in 1990LFA turned
to violent tactics in the 1990s and early 2000s. .‘

9 The group targeted state government buildings, securif e
personnel, rail infrastructure, and politicians opposing
their ideologies.

¥ Military Wing and Training Camps:

9 In 1996 ULFA formed its militgrwing,the Sanjukta e 1 i
Mukti Fouj (SMF)specifically for planning and executing Unied Liberation Front of Assam, ULFA
terrorist activities.

9 Training campsvere reportedly set up imeighboring countries like Bhutan and Bangladesh during
the 1990s.

% Philosophy and Tactics:

9 ULFA's aim is tdiberate" Assam from India proposing aocialist governmenfor an independent
Assam.

9 Thegroup employs violent tactics, targeting government officiakecurity forces, and civilians,
believing that armed struggle is the only means to achieve liberation

9 Extortion, kidnappings, and drug trafficking are cited as funding souraeish legal business
holdings in other countries, particularly Bangladesh.

| BACKGROUND OF ULFA INSURGENCY:
¥, Assamese Anxieties:
9 Assamese people, with theirddinct culture and language, began Col Rajinder Singh
feeling insecure as the 19thentury economy attracted migrants. P
9 This insecurityntensified with the Partition and subsequent influx of
refugeesfrom East Pakistan.
¥, Assam Accord:
9 Thesixyearlong mass movemented tothe signing of the Assam
Accord in 1985aimed at addressing thesue of foreigners in Assam
¥ Formation of ULFA:
9 In 1979 radical thinkers, including Bhimakanta Buragohain, Arabind
Rajkhowa, Anup Chetia, Pradip Gogoi, Bhadreshwar Gohain, and
Paresh Barah,founded ULFA to establish a sovereign Assamese nation through armed struggle.

| CONFLICT AND CONCERNS: |
¥ Violent Struggle:
9 ULFA's armedtruggle included kidnappings, extortion, executions, and bomb blastsusing tragic
loss of life in Assam armbyond.

¥ Government Response:
9 The Indian state responded wifperation Bajrang in 199eclaring Assam'disturbed area,’

imposing President's ruleand invoking theArmed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA).
% Internal Divisions:
9 ULFA faced internal divims, withfactions like Surrendered ULFA (SULBKggedly supporting the
governmentleading to secret killings of ULFA insurgents
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% International Support: Violence in Assam

9 Despite government action§lLFA survived with support from & Sadiya
; i intaini i i Places Jonai Bazar
outside Indig maintaining camps in Winmar and previously | ,zreds, Dibrugarh =

in Bangladesh and Bhutan. ULFAattacks
% Global Connections
9 ULFA had links with insurgent outfits in the Northeast,
Myanmar,and terrorist groups likélarkatul-Jihade-Islami
and AlQaeda.
9 Paresh Baruah, ULFA's military chieéportedly metOsama
Bin Laén.

| Tinsukia

Assam Dum Duma

Guwahatie g Dispur

Blast on the Delhi-Guwahati-
Dibrugarh Rajdhani Express
near Diphu

| GOVERNMENT INITIATI\FESRTHE PEACE AGREEMBNNORTHEASTERN REGION: |
Major Initiatives and Peace Process in North Eastern Region (NER)

% Improved Security Situation in NER (202022):

9 76% reduction in insurgenaycidents.

9 90%decrease in Security Forceasualties.

9 97% drop in civilian deaths

% Reduction of 'Disturbed Areas' under AFSPA (2022):
9 AFSPA removed from 24 distridts Assam.
9 Partial removal from 1 district in Assam, 15 Police Station ares
in 6 districts of Manipurand 15 Police Station areas in 7 district
of Nagaland.
9 Gradual reduction in Arunachal Pradesh
% Peace Accords/Agreements in NER:

9 NLFT(SD) Agreement (201®emorandum of Settlement signed with NLFT(SD), leading to
surrender of 88 cadres.
Bru Agreement (20Q): Agreement for permanergettlement of Bru(Reang) families in Tripura
Bodo Accord (2020Memorandum of Settlement signed with Bodo Grougsulting in the
surrender of 1615 NDFB cadres.

9 Karbi Accord (2021Memorandum of Settlement signed &nd thecrisis in Karbi Anglondeading
to over1000 armed cadres abjuring violence

9 Adivasi Peace Accord (202 emorandum of Settlemergigned with 8 Adivasi Groupsesulting
in the surrender of 1182 cadres.

¥ Other Peace Processes in NER:

9 ULFA (Pro Talksiinder Suspension of Operation (SoO) agreement with the Government of India.

9 NSCN(IM) Framework Agreement (201S)gned on 03.08.2015.

9 Ceasefire Agreements in Nagaland (202Extended with NSCN(NK), NSCN(R), and NSCN(K
Khango).

9 Ceasefire Agreement with NS@NNiki group (2022)Extended for one year.

9 So00 Agreements in Manipur (202Fxtended with UPF and KNO.

9 CoO Agreement with ZUF (2023)jgned on 27.12.2022.

¥ Mass Surrender:

9 Various outfitscadres surrendered in 2020, 2021, and 20R&;Juding ULFA/I, NDFB, KLO, RNLF,
CPI/Maoist, NSLA, ADF, and NLFB.

¥ Inter-State Boundary Agreements:

9 AssamMeghalaya (2022)MoU signed to resolvimterstate boundary issues

9 AssamArunachal Pradesh (2022Declaration signed to minimize border disputegth 12 Regional
Committees formed for resolution.

© ©

Peace Agreement for ULFA:

% People's Consultative Group (PCG):
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9 In 2005ULFA formed PCG to mediate taJksut ULFA later walked out, unleashing a new wave of
terror.
% Pro-Talks Faction:
9 Some ULFA commandered byArabinda Rajkhow, soughipeace talks from 2008nwards,
leading to a split with Paresh Baruah opposing dialogue.
¥ Peace Talks Initiated:
9 The protalks factionsubmitted a 12point charterof demands in 2012responded to by the
government earliethis year,culminating in the tripartite peace agreement in 2023

] CHALLENGES IN THE PEACE DEAL.: \
% Government's Commitment:
9 Rajeev Bhattacharya emphasizes that siecess of the a5 i odgald
peace deal depends on the commitment of the government i
9 Uncertainty about thegovernment's sustained efforto (&67-@“"3; '

address the root causes and implement the agrepon L, i Sy

measures.
% Incompleteness of the Deal: ‘

9 Bhattacharya refrains frorassessing the completeness of T{l\%ﬂc
the deal pointing to lingering uncertainties. A1l

9 Unresolved issues and poteial obstacleshat might arise cnakma\]gffMam
during the implementation phase remain a concern. O 00 A0

% Anti-Talks Faction's Demands:

9 Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma exprességbiagness to engage with the antialks faction

9 Paresh Baruah's insistence Assam's sovereigntposes a significant challenge achieving a
comprehensive resolution.

% Sovereignty Demand:

9 Baruah remains steadfast in his demand for Assam's sovereigimgicating a potential stumbling

block inreaching a final and universally accepted settlement
% Divergent Views:

9 Divergence in perspectivégtween the government's confidence in a "complete solution" and the
reservationsexpressed by experts and factions raises questions about the shared understandin
the agreement's depth.

¥ Future Engagements:

9 Theintent to engage with the anttalks factionraises questions about theature and scope of
these engagements.

9 Ensuring thearticipation and cooperatiorof all relevant stakeholders remains a challenge.

¥ LongTerm Development and Stability:

9 The success of theeace deallsould be measured not only by the immediate cessation of
hostilities but also by itdong-term contribution to the development and stability of Assam.

¥ Public Sentiment:

9 Public sentimentespecially among the Assamese peopleill play a crucial role in determining the
sustainability of the peace deal.

9 Ensuring that thdocal population supportdhe accord is essential for its success.

¥% Implementation Hurdles:

9 The practical challenges mfiplementing the terms of the agreemen such as iregrating former

insurgents into mainstream societgind addressing socioeconomic issues, may pose obstacles.

| Way forward: |
¥ Sustained Government Commitment:
9 The governmenmust demonstrate unwavering commitmenib addressing theoot causes of
insurgency ensuring that promises made in peace agreements are fulfilled.
9 Continuous engagement with all stakeholdemmcluding theanti-talks faction is vital for building
trust and sustaining peace efforts.
% Inclusive Dialogue and Reconciliation:

y of
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9 Foster inclusive and meaningful dialoguleat addresses the concerns of all factions, including those
demanding sovereignty.

9 Prioritize reconciliation efforts to bridge ideological gaps and promote a shared viswrthe
future, ensuring that diverse vas are heard and considered.

% Implement Comprehensive Development Plans
9 Focus on longerm sociceconomic developmentnitiatives thatbenefit the local population.

9 Address issues related to unemployment, poverty, and disparitiegntributing to a more egitable
and stable environment.
% Community Involvement and Public Awareness:
9 Engagdocal c