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 GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST FLOOD IN SIKKIM  
SOURCE: IE 

 

 
  WHY IN NEWS?  

 
➢ This year has been marked by a series of harsh natural disasters affecting the Indian 

Himalayan states. Uttarakhand has unfortunately become accustomed to such 

unpredictable natural events, and this season brought floods and landslides to Himachal 

Pradesh. 

➢ Now, Sikkim has also faced a catastrophic flash flood, triggered by a sudden increase in the 

Teesta River's water volume. The primary cause is believed to be a glacial lake outburst, 

leading to severe damage to bridges, roads, and essential infrastructure. 
 

 
 SIKKIM TRAGEDY  

 
➢ Sikkim recently faced a Glacial Lake Outburst 

Flood (GLOF) when the South Lhonak Lake, 

situated at an elevation of 17,000 feet in the 

state's northwest, ruptured due to persistent 

rainfall. 

➢ As a result, water flowed into the 

downstream areas, leading to floods in the 

Teesta River and affecting four districts in 

Sikkim: Mangan, Gangtok, Pakyong, and 

Namchi, as reported by the Sikkim State 

Disaster Management Authority (SSDMA). 

➢ Additionally, this flooding also caused the breach of the 

Chungthang Hydro-Dam on the Teesta River in Sikkim, 

further worsening the overall situation.                                                                                                                                 

           

GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST FLOOD: 
 

These are situations where substantial lakes formed due to the melting of glaciers unexpectedly 
break through their moraine barriers, which are naturally created dams consisting of rock, 
sediment, and other debris. 

5

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/glacial-lake-outburst-flood-glof-sikkim-8968562/


 

 

➢ The Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority (SSDMA) has stated that more than 100 

people are still unaccounted for, but sources suggest that over 70 individuals are likely to have 

lost their lives. 

➢ The flash flood, which was triggered by a cloudburst early last Wednesday, has had a 

devastating impact on 41,870 people. 

 THREAT TO THE HIMALAYAN STATES  

 
➢ In 2013, a team of Swiss 

researchers identified 251 glacial 

lakes in the Himalayan region, with 

104 of them being classified as 

"potentially dangerous." 

➢ Additionally, a 2019 study 

conducted by scientists from the 

Institute of Potsdam in Germany 

identified the Central Himalayas 

as a prominent area prone to 

Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 

(GLOFs) when compared to the 

Himalayan-Karakoram regions. 

➢ However, the Potsdam scientists 

also found that the frequency of 

these glacial events has remained 

relatively consistent since the 

1980s, averaging about 1.3 GLOFs 

per year, which equates to 

approximately 13 GLOFs every 

decade. 

➢ In 2021, a significant flood event 

occurred in certain areas of 

Uttarakhand when a portion of the 

Nanda Devi glacier broke away in Joshi math, located within Chamoli district of Uttarakhand. 
➢ Incessant rains and landslides in the Kullu, Himachal Pradesh created a havoc this year. 
➢ The Hindu Kush Himalayan region is vulnerable due to climate change and hence also prone 

to Glacial Lake outbursts. 

➢ The most recent flooding in Pakistan in 2022 resulted in millions of people being displaced 

and significant destruction. 

➢ More than 200 lakes now pose a very high hazard to Himalayan communities in India, 

Pakistan, China, Nepal and Bhutan, according to 2022 research. 

 

 
 REASONS/ FACTORS RESPONSIBLE  

 
GEOGRAPHICAL REASONS: 

▪ The Himalayan region and the ecosystem are fragile. 
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▪ Much of the Himalayan region is at high altitudes, which makes these ecosystems more 

susceptible to temperature fluctuations. 

▪ The rugged and steep terrain of the Himalayas makes these ecosystems prone to soil erosion, 

landslides, and rockfalls, which can disrupt the delicate balance of the local ecosystems. 

▪ Various slope stability studies by IIT Roorkee have warned about such risks earlier. 

▪ The Himalayas are greatly influenced by the Indian monsoon, which brings heavy rainfall. 

CLIMATIC REASONS: 

▪ According to scientists, the climate change has heightened the peril in mountainous regions. 

▪ Rising temperatures are causing not only increased rainfall but also a quicker thawing of 

snow and ice. 

▪ This excess rainwater additionally destabilizes the soil, leading to occurrences of landslides, 

rockfalls, floods, and debris flows. 

▪ Changes in monsoon patterns, which can be linked to climate change, can lead to flooding, 

landslides, and other extreme weather events that harm these ecosystems. 

▪ The ecological carrying capacity of the region is severely impacted. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS: 

▪ Failure in Disaster preparedness and response: 

  Failure to open dam gates in time. Ex NHPC Teesta 

 Both state and national authorities were aware of the high susceptibility of the South 

Lhonak glacial lake to a Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) event, primarily due to 

the proximity of the 60-meter-high, 1200 MW Teesta 3 Hydroelectric Project, which is 

only 50 kilometres downstream in a straight line. 

  However, the flash floods that occurred on the night of October 3-4 revealed that 

there was no timely issuance of early warnings to the communities downstream. 

▪ Improper EIA: 
Improper Dam construction planning. 
Capital intensive projects like Char Dham being planned on an extensive scale. 
Improper highway management in Himachal and Uttarakhand. 

▪ Neglecting past reports and warnings: 

On page 73 of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India's 'Performance Audit on 
Schemes for Flood Control and Flood Forecasting' (Report No 10 of 2017), it is revealed 
that a significant portion of Sikkim is susceptible to flooding. 

 
ANTHROPOGENIC REASONS: 

▪ Unsustainable tourism in Himalayan states. 

▪ Irresponsible littering and waste disposal. 

▪ Unplanned Urbanization: Rapid and unplanned urbanization in vulnerable areas can increase 

the vulnerability of communities to GLOFs. 

▪ Poorly planned infrastructure. Ex Houses, Various Street side shops and settlements. 

 NDMA GUIDELINES FOR GLOFs  
➢ Mapping of Hazardous Lakes: It is possible to pinpoint potentially risky lakes through various 

means, such as on-site assessments, historical incidents, as well as analyzing their 

geomorphological and geotechnical attributes.               
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➢ Prohibition of 

developmental 

activities and land 

use planning: 

Prohibiting 

construction and 

development  in 

high-risk areas can 

be an extremely 

effective  strategy 

for risk reduction, 

and it comes at no 

additional expense. 

➢ Utilization of 
Technology: The 

suggestion involves 

the adoption of Synthetic-Aperture Radar imagery, which can automatically identify 

alterations in aquatic features, including the formation of new lakes, particularly during the 

monsoon season. 

➢ Early Warning System: It is essential to establish a strong early alert system in areas prone to 

risks. 

➢ Emergency Response Team: Efficient response teams such as rapid medical units, portable 

field hospitals, medical vans for accident relief, and helicopter ambulances should be stationed 

in regions that are not reachable by road. 

 
 WAY FORWARD  
▪ BALANCING VARIOUS NECESSITIES: 

 Hydroelectricity push in North East must be accompanied by safety measures. 

  Hydroelectricity contributes to the local economy and also lesser emissions but a 

proper local planning committee must be set up to consider the safety of the 

ecosystem and people especially living in the downstream areas. 

  Sustainable and responsible tourism must be encouraged. Ex-Avoiding plastics and 

other non-biodegradable wastes at tourist spots. 

▪ USE OF TECHNOLOGY: 

  India’s IMD and USAs National Weather Service have collaborated to warn people 

about 6 to 24 hours before a flash flood. 

  National Remote Sensing Centre has provided many reports and warnings earlier 

which could be made use of. 

▪ ROLE OF ADMINISTRATION: 

 The states must follow the guidelines given by NDMA and SDMA effectively. 

 Local planning and a proper planning and disaster response manual. 

  Administration must be proactive in taking measures before and after the occurrence 

of the disasters. 

▪ MITIGATION EFFORTS FOR CLIMATE CHANGE: 

 Climate change mitigation efforts in the Himalayas can be achieved by incorporating 

traditional ecological knowledge. 
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  This includes practices like safeguarding sacred sites, reforesting and afforesting, 

implementing restoration initiatives, adopting various agroforestry methods, and 

enhancing soil carbon sequestration by applying mulch and manure to the soil. 

▪ NATIONAL MISSION FOR SUSTAINING THE HIMALAYAN ECO SYSTEM: 

 The National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) is one of the 

eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

 NMSHE is a multi-pronged, cross-cutting mission across various sectors. It contributes 

to the sustainable development of the country by enhancing the understanding of 

climate change, its likely impacts and adaptation actions required for the Himalayas- 

a region on which a significant proportion of India’s population depends for 

sustenance. 

 NOBEL PRIZE - 2023  

 

Source: The Hindu , IE 
 

➢ Hungarian Biochemist Katalin Kariko and American Physician – Scientist Drew Weissman 

won the 2023 Nobel for Physiology or Medicine for the development of effective mRNA 

vaccines against COVID-19. 

➢ In 2022, the honour went to Swedish geneticist Svante Pääbo for his research in the field of 

genomes of extinct hominins and human evolution. 
 

➢ Laureates: Hungarian biochemist Katalin Karikó 

and American physician-scientist Drew 

Weissman. 

➢ Awarded by: The Royal Swedish Academy of 

Science. 

➢ Citation: Awarded for "discoveries concerning 

nucleoside base modification that enabled the 

development of effective mRNA vaccines against COVID-19." 
 

➢ Principle of Vaccination: The main idea of vaccination is to provide protection against a 

disease-causing pathogen. 

➢ Antigens in Vaccines: Vaccines contain antigens, 

these antigens can be derived from the actual 

pathogen or created synthetically to resemble parts 

of the pathogen. 

➢ Stimulate Immune Response: 

✓ The weakened or inactivated pathogen is 

used to create a vaccine that stimulates the immune system. 

✓ The vaccine is given to individuals through injection or other methods. 
 
 
 

mRNA Basics: mRNA stands for 

messenger RNA, a molecule 

that carries instructions from 

DNA to a cell's cytoplasm for 

protein synthesis 

NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSIOLOGY OR MEDICINE (2023) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: 

BASIC PRINCIPLES BEHIND VACCINE FUNCTIONING: 
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✓ The immune 

system 

recognizes the 

harmless 

pathogen and 

creates 

antibodies to 

fight it. 

➢ Memory Cells 

Formation:  The 

immune system also 

forms "memory cells" 

that remember how to 

fight the pathogen in the future. 

➢ Future Protection: If the person is 

later exposed to the real pathogen, 

the immune system remembers 

how to fight it off effectively. 

➢ Herd Immunity: Widespread 

vaccination can create herd 

immunity, protecting even those 

who can't be vaccinated. 

 

➢ INADEQUATE ACCESSIBILITY 
✓ Shortage of Medical Professionals. 

✓ Lack of Quality Assurance. 

✓ Insufficient Health Spending. 

➢ INSUFFICIENT FUNDING 

✓ Limited Financial Resources. 

✓ Lack of Funding for Research and Development. 

✓ Low Healthcare Expenditure (2.1% of GDP). 

➢ OPTIMAL INSURANCE 

✓ Lack of Clarity in Health Insurance Concepts. 

✓ Underdeveloped Health Insurance Market. 

✓ Rural-Urban Disparity: Unequal distribution of healthcare facilities and 

professionals. 

➢ AGING POPULATION: Challenges related to elderly healthcare. 
 

➢ Katalin Karikó and Drew Weissman's ground breaking research: 
✓ It paved the way for mRNA vaccines, revolutionizing our ability to combat diseases 

like COVID-19 and offering potential solutions for other health challenges in the 

future. 

➢ Future Prospects: 

✓ Ongoing research is exploring the use of mRNA vaccines for other diseases such as 

influenza, dengue, various cancers, and autoimmune diseases. 

➢ Versatile Technology: 

Late 1980s: Scientists realized the potential of using 

modified mRNA for vaccines. 

Vaccine Concept: The idea was to inject modified 

mRNA to instruct cells to produce a specific protein, 

triggering the immune system to respond and 

prepare for future encounters. 

COVID-19 Spike Protein: In the case of COVID-19, 

the spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 was the target. 

CHALLENGES IN INDIA'S HEALTHCARE SECTOR: 

WAY FORWARD: 
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✓ The flexibility and speed of mRNA vaccine development have opened doors to combat 

other infectious diseases. 

✓ Future applications may include delivering therapeutic proteins and treating specific 

cancer types. 
 

 
Initiative Objective 

Allocation of Rs. 89,155 crores in Union 

Budget 2023-24 

Increase budgetary support for the health sector. 

Establishment of 22 new All India Institute 

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 

Enhance healthcare infrastructure and medical 

education. 

National Health Mission budget increase in 

2023-24 

Strengthen primary healthcare and disease 

control programs. 

Increased funds for autonomous bodies Support various healthcare-related organizations 

and initiatives. 

Extension of e-medical visa facility to 

citizens of 156 countries 

Boost medical tourism in India. 

MoU between India and Denmark on 

cooperation in health and medicine 

Foster collaboration and technology 

development in the health sector. 

Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) 

Provide health insurance coverage to 
economically vulnerable families. 

Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 
Abhiyan (PMSMA) 

Ensure quality antenatal care for pregnant 
women. 

National Tuberculosis Elimination 
Program (NTEP) 

Eliminate tuberculosis (TB) from India by 2025. 

 

 

Source: THE HINDU , LIVEMINT 
 

➢ France’s Pierre Agostini, Hungarian Austrian Ferenc Krausz and French Swedish Anne L’ 

Huillier won the Nobel Prize in Physics for research using ultraquick light flashes that enable 

the study of electrons inside atoms and molecules. 

➢ In 2022, the Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded to John F. Clauser, Alain Aspect and Anton 

Zeilinger for their work in quantum mechanics by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. 
 

➢ Laureates: France’s Pierre Agostini, Hungarian Austrian Ferenc Krausz and French Swedish 
Anne L’ Huillier. 

➢ Awarded by: The Royal Swedish Academy of Science. 

➢ Citation: “For experimental methods that generate attosecond pulses of light for the study 

ofelectron dynamics in matter”. 

GOVERNMENT RECENT INITIATIVES IN HEALTH SECTOR: 

NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS (2023) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: 
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➢ Fast events in electron dynamics occur within 

attoseconds (billionths of a billionth of a 

second). 

➢ Attosecond pulses of light are ultra-short 

bursts of light measured in attoseconds. 

➢ These pulses capture electron processes inside 

atoms and molecules. 

➢ Attosecond physics enables us to understand 

processes and mechanisms that are governed 

by electrons, which are fundamental particles in 

atoms and molecules. 
 

➢ Anne L’Huillier's Discovery (1987) 
✓ She observed different overtones of light when passing infrared laser light through 

a noble gas. 

✓ Each overtone is a light wave resulting from laser light interacting with gas atoms. 
✓ It provides electrons extra energy, emitted as light. 

✓ Her discovery paved the way for future breakthroughs. 

➢ Pierre Agostini's Contribution (2001) 

✓ Produced and investigated consecutive light pulses, each lasting 250 attoseconds. 

➢ Ferenc Krausz's Contribution (2001) 

✓ Developed experiments to isolate single light pulses lasting 650 attoseconds. 
 

 

Nobel Prize Concept Contribution 

C.V. RAMAN 

(1930) 

Discovery of the Raman Effect, which 

involves the scattering of light by 

molecules, leading to changes in its 

wavelength. 

Laid the foundation for the 

field of Raman spectroscopy, 

used in chemistry, material 

science, and biology. 

SUBRAHMANYAN 

CHANDRASEKHAR 

(1983) 

Work on the structure and evolution of 

stars, introducing the "Chandrasekhar 

limit" for white dwarf stars. 

Pivotal in astrophysics, 

contributing to our 

understanding of stellar 

evolution, black holes, and 

massive stars. 

VENKATRAMAN 

RAMAKRISHNAN 

(2009) 

Research in X-ray crystallography to 

determine the structure and function of 

the ribosome. 

Implications in understanding 

fundamental  biological 

processes and  the 

development of antibiotics. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT: 

THE LAUREATES’ CONTRIBUTIONS: 

NOBEL PRIZE IN INDIA FOR PHYSICS: 

WAY FORWARD: 
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➢ India continues to invest in research in physics and related fields, with institutions like the 

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) and the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 

(BARC) conducting cutting-edge research. 

➢ Collaborations with international institutions and participation in global experiments remain 

a focus of India's scientific community. 

➢ Indian scientists have also made significant contributions to international collaborations, such 

as those in particle physics and astrophysics. For example, India is a member of CERN (the 

European Organization for Nuclear Research) and plays a role in experiments like those 

conducted at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). 
 

Source: THE HINDU, NOBELPRIZE 
 

➢ The Nobel Prize in chemistry has been awarded to Alexei Ekimov, Louis Brus, and Moungi G. 

Bawendi for their work on ‘Quantum Dots’. 
➢ In 2022, the Nobel Prize in chemistry was awarded to Carolyn R Bertozzi, Morten Meldal 

and K Barry Sharpless for the development of “Click Chemistry and Bio-orthogonal 

Chemistry”. 
 

➢ Laureates: Moungi G. Bawendi (France), Louis E. 
Brus (USA), Alexei I. Ekimov (Russia) 

➢ Awarded by: The Royal Swedish Academy of 

Science, founded in 1739, is an independent 

organisation whose overall objective is to 

promote the sciences and strengthen their 

influence in society. 

➢ Citation: The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2023 

rewards the discovery and development of 

quantum dots, nanoparticles so tiny that their 

size determines their properties. 
 

➢ Properties 
✓ Quantum dots are tiny crystals with 

unique properties that have 

revolutionized multiple fields, 

from advanced LED screens to 

quantum computing. 

➢ Principles 
✓ Quantum dots are still a frontier 

with untapped potential, and they 

hold promise in flexible electronics, 

miniature sensors, thinner solar 

cells, and encrypted quantum 

communication. 

✓ They have different colours depending on their size. 
➢ Quantum Dots Mechanics 

✓ Quantum dots absorb light and emit it in a different colour. 

NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY (2023) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: 

UNDERSTANDING OF QUANTUM DOTS: 
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✓ Smaller quantum dots emit bluer light. 

✓ Electrons in the dots move between energy levels, influenced by the dot's size. 
 

➢ These smallest components of nanotechnology now spread their light from televisions and 
LED lamps. 

➢ It can guide surgeons when they remove tumour tissue, among many other things. 

➢ Quantum dots (QDs) are semiconductors-based nanomaterials with numerous biomedical 

applications such as drug delivery, live imaging, and medical diagnosis. 

➢ In addition to other applications beyond medicine such as in solar cells. 
 

➢ Quantum dots with possible applications in flexible electronics, sensors, solar cells, and 
secure quantum communication. 

➢ The journey of exploring these tiny particles has just begun, promising even greater benefits 

for humanity in the future. 

➢ National Quantum Mission: 
✓ The National Quantum Mission in India holds immense potential across multiple 

sectors. 

✓ It can significantly impact defense, energy, environment, healthcare, and civil 

applications. 

➢ Building a Skilled Workforce: 

✓ Quantum technology investments can lead to the development of a highly skilled 

workforce. 

✓ This skilled workforce will be vital as India aims to become the world's third-largest 

economy by 2027. 

➢ Crucial Infrastructure for Scientific Megaprojects: 

✓ A well-connected material infrastructure will not only support quantum technologies 

but also other major scientific initiatives. 

✓ These initiatives include semiconductor missions, neutrino observatories, and 

gravitational wave detection. 

➢ Fostering Self-Reliance in Key Industries: 

✓ The infrastructure developed through the National Quantum Mission will contribute 

to building self-reliance in India's energy and electronics industries. 

 

SOURCE: TH 
 

2023 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences awarded to U.S. economist Claudia Goldin for research on 

the workplace gender gap. 

Claudia Goldin became the third woman to receive the Nobel Prize in economics 
 

❖ Unlike the original Nobel Prizes in fields like physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, and 

peace, which Alfred Nobel specified in his will, the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences is not 

among the original Nobel Prizes. 

APPLICATIONS OF QUANTUM DOTS 

WAY FORWARD 

2023 NOBEL PRIZE IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES 

WHY IN NEWS? 

ABOUT THE PRIZE: 
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❖ The Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences was founded in 1968 by the central bank of Sweden, 

the Sveriges Riksbank, as a tribute to Alfred Nobel, renowned for inventing dynamite and 

establishing the Nobel Prizes. 

❖ Its official name is the Sveriges Riksbank Prize 

in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred 

Nobel. 

❖ It was instituted later to commend remarkable 

contributions to the field of economics. 

❖ This Prize acknowledges individuals or entities 

for their exceptional research, findings, or 

contributions that have propelled the 

understanding of economics and its practical 

application to real-world issues. 
 

➢ Claudia Goldin, a prominent economist, has been a trailblazer in examining women's roles in 

the economy. She has authored several books on this subject, including "Understanding the 

Gender Gap: An Economic History of American Women" (Oxford, 1990) and "Career & 

Family: Women’s Century-Long Journey toward Equity" (Princeton University Press, 2021). 

➢ Goldin's groundbreaking research has shed light on women's participation in the labor 

market over the past two centuries. It explains why the wage gap between men and women 

remains, despite many women having better educational qualifications than men in high- 

income countries. While her research primarily focuses on the United States, its findings 

apply to many other nations. 

 MAJOR FINDINGS OF HER RESEARCH:  

❖ HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: Prior to industrialization, women were more involved in 

economic activities related to agriculture and cottage industries. However, the shift towards 

industrialization and factory-based work posed challenges for women in leaving their homes 

for employment. 

❖ ROLE OF THE SERVICES SECTOR: In the early 20th century, the growth of the services sector 

played a critical role in granting women greater access to higher education and employment 

opportunities. This sector offered more avenues for women to enter the workforce. 

❖ MARRIAGE BARRIERS: By the early 20th century, while approximately 20% of women were 

employed, the proportion of married women in the workforce was only 5%. Goldin 

highlighted the impact of "marriage bars," which often prevented married women from 

continuing their careers as teachers or office workers. 

❖ ROLE OF EXPECTATIONS AND CAREER CHOICES: Women's career expectations, often 

influenced by their mothers' experiences, played a significant role in the gender pay gap. 

These expectations led to career choices that did not necessarily prioritize long, 

uninterrupted, and successful careers. 

❖ ROLE OF CONTRACEPTIVE PILLS: The availability of easily accessible contraceptive pills by 

the late 1960s enabled women to have greater control over family planning and career 

decisions. This led to more women pursuing fields like law, economics, and medicine and 

entering diverse employment sectors. 

❖ ROLE OF PARENTHOOD IN THE PAY GAP: While initial earnings differences between men 

and women were minimal, women's earnings declined once they became parents, and their 

income did not increase at the same rate as men's, even if they shared similar educational 

backgrounds and professions. 

ABOUT CLAUDIA GOLDIN AND HER WORK: 
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 EVOLUTION OF WOMEN'S ROLE AND STATUS IN INDIA:  
▪ During the Indus Valley civilization and the Early Vedic period, women held an equal 

footing insociety, engaging in political activities such as Sabha and Samithis. Notable female 

figures during this period include Ghosha, Lopamudra, Sulabha Maitreyi, and Gargi. 

▪ However, women's status began to decline in the later Vedic period, marked by social 

constraints and evidence of practices like sati during the Gupta Period. 

▪ Throughout the medieval era, women, whether in Hindu or Muslim communities, 

experienced low social standing. Women from noble families adhered to purdah 

customs, seldom venturing outside. The practice of sati became more prevalent. 

▪ Social reform movements during British rule led to improvements in the status of 

women in Indian society. Sati was abolished in 1829, and the Widow Remarriage Act was 

enacted in 1856. 

▪ Women played a significant role in India's anti-imperialist movements. 

 ROLE OF WOMEN IN INDIAN POLITICS:  
Historically, women in India have been underrepresented in politics, with limited female 
representation in positions of power. 
▪ Increased female voter turnout in Lok Sabha elections, from 46.6% in 1962 to 66.9% in 

2019, reflects growing female political involvement. 

▪ The percentage of female representatives in the Lok Sabha has increased from 5% in 

1951 to 14% in 2019. 

▪ The representation of women leaders at the grassroots level is nearly 50%, particularly 

after the 73rd and 74th amendments in 1992, which reserved one-third of all seats for 

women in local governance. 

 ROLE OF WOMEN IN INDIA'S ECONOMIC GROWTH:  
▪ Women contribute around 18% to the national GDP, with substantial presence in 

agriculture, manufacturing, and services sectors. 

▪ Approximately 432 million women of working age exist in India, with 343 million 

employed in the unorganized sector. 

▪ India's startup ecosystem ranks third globally, with 10% led by women founders, and 

such ventures demonstrate greater sustainability. 

▪ In 2022, the share of women in CEO or Managing Director roles in Indian companies 

increased by 55%, signifying their growing role in driving the economy. 

 
 ROLE OF WOMEN IN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:  
▪ Various environmental movements, including the Bishnoi, Chipko, Appiko, Silent Valley, 

and Narmada Bachao Andolan, highlight the central leadership of women in 

environmental preservation. 

▪ Government policies, such as the Joint Forest Management program, mandate women's 

inclusion in management committees, emphasizing women's participation in sustainable 

development and environmental management initiatives. 

INDIA AT 75: STATUS OF WOMEN IN INDEPENDENT INDIA 

GENDER GAP IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA: 

• Recent data shows some improvements in sex ratios. 

WOMEN IN INDIA: 
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• The sex ratio slightly improved from 933 to 943 women per 1,000 men in two decades. 

• India saw a historic shift in 2021 with more women than men. 

• However, experts believe this may not represent the true sex ratio. 

• The child sex ratio dropped from 927 to 914, primarily due to discrimination and sex- 

selective abortions. 

WOMEN’S EDUCATION: 

• India's literacy rate improved to 74.04% in 2011, but it's still 15% below the global 

average. 

• Around 23% of women aged 15-49 received no schooling. 

• Fewer girls enrol in primary, secondary, and higher secondary levels than boys. 

• Dropout rates are influenced by factors like family pressure, early marriage, and 

household responsibilities. 

HEALTHCARE SCENARIO: 

• India ranks lowest in health and survival among 146 countries. 

• About 20% of women of reproductive age are undernourished. 

• Nearly 60% of women aged 15-49 are anaemic. 

• Children born to underweight mothers face higher risks of stunting. 

• Female education plays a crucial role in child nutrition. 

PARTICIPATION IN THE WORKFORCE: 

• Despite improving literacy rates, female labour force participation has decreased. 

• Only 9% of women were employed or seeking jobs in 2021-22. 

• The pandemic hit women harder, with a 17% unemployment rate. 

• Only 19.2% of working-age women were in paid work in 2021. 

• Many women remain engaged in unpaid household work. 

CRIME AGAINST WOMEN: 

• Cases of abuse, harassment, and sexual violence, including marital rape, have 

increased. 

• India reported a rape every 15 minutes on average in 2018. 

• Online harassment and threats have become common. 

• About one-third of Indian women have experienced physical or sexual violence. 

• Domestic violence decreased slightly but remains a concern. 
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➢ Delhi Police filed an FIR against Prabir Purkayastha, founder of News Click, and others, 
invoking the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). 

➢ The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre 

deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so. 
 

➢ The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) was enacted in 1967 with the aim of 
preventing unlawful activities and associations in India like combating terrorism. 

➢ It provides for the designation of individuals and organizations as "terrorists" and 

empowers authorities to take stringent actions against them. 

➢ Under UAPA, individuals can be arrested without a warrant, and their properties can be 

seized. 

➢ UAPA prescribes severe penalties, including the death penalty and life imprisonment. 

➢ The UAPA applies to both Indian and foreign nationals, even if the crime is committed 

abroad. 

➢ Investigation Timeline 

✓ Under UAPA, the investigating agency must file a charge sheet within 180 days of 

arrests. 

✓ Extensions can be granted after court notification. 
 

➢ The Supreme Court of India has upheld the 

constitutionality of UAPA but stressed the need for 

safeguards to prevent misuse. 

➢ It ruled that an individual's right to a fair trial must 

be protected, and confessions made to police 

officers should not be admissible as evidence. 

➢ Delhi High Court defines the contours of UAPA 

✓ In June 2021, delivering a judgment defining 

the contours of the otherwise “vague” 

Section 15 of the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act, 1967, (UAPA). 

✓ the Delhi High Court laid down some 

important principles upon the imposition of Section 15, 17 & 18 of the Act. 

✓ “Terrorist Act” Should not be used lightly so as to trivialise them. 

✓ Terrorist activity is that which travels beyond the capacity of law enforcement 

agencies to deal with under ordinary penal law (Supreme Court’s decision in the 

case of Hitendra Vishnu Thakur). 
 

➢ 2004 Amendment: 
✓ In 2004, the UAPA was amended to include "terrorist act" in the list of offenses, 

leading to the banning of several organizations involved in terrorist activities. 

SECTIONS 15, 17 AND 18 

OF UAPA: 

Section 15 engrafts the offence of 

‘terrorist act’. 

Section 17 lays-down the 

punishment for raising funds for 

committing a terrorist act. 

UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) ACT (UAPA) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

ABOUT UAPA 

SUPREME COURT DECISION OVER UAPA: 

AMENDMENT IN UAPA: 
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✓ Before 2004, "unlawful" activities primarily related to secession and cession of 

territory. 

➢ 2019 Amendment: 

✓ In August, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019 was passed, 

allowing for the designation of individuals as terrorists under specific grounds in 

the Act. 

➢ NIA Empowerment: 

✓ The Act empowers the Director General of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 

to approve property seizure or attachment in cases investigated by the NIA. 

➢ Expanded Investigative Authority 

✓ UAPA authorizes NIA officers, ranked Inspector or above, to investigate terrorism 

cases in addition to those conducted by state-level officers. 
 

➢ Misuse: 
✓ Critics argue that UAPA is often misused by authorities to target human rights 

defenders, activists, and dissenters. 

✓ It has been used to suppress free 

speech and peaceful protests. 

➢ Lack of Accountability: 

✓ UAPA allows for the designation of 

individuals or organizations as 

terrorist entities without proper 

avenues for challenge or appeal. 

✓ This is seen as a violation of 

principles of natural justice. 

➢ Vagueness: 

✓ Definitions of "terrorist acts" under 

UAPA are broad and vague, 

potentially infringing on freedom of 

speech and assembly. 

✓ The vagueness can lead to misuse. 
➢ Restrictions on Bail: 

✓ UAPA includes provisions that make it challenging for accused individuals to obtain 

bail. 

✓ It shifts the burden of proof from the prosecution to the accused. 

➢ Excessive Punishment: 

✓ UAPA prescribes harsh punishments, including life imprisonment and the death 

penalty, for terrorism-related offenses. 

✓ Critics argue that these punishments are disproportionate and violate human 

rights. 
 

➢ Legal Tools for Investigation: 
✓ UAPA provides legal tools for investigating and prosecuting individuals and 

organizations involved in terrorist activities. 

➢ Special Courts and Stringent Punishments: 

✓ It allows for the establishment of special courts to conduct trials related to 

terrorism. 

 

STATISTICS: 

❖ UAPA has a notably low prosecution 

success rate. 

❖ A 2022 PUCL report revealed that less 

than 3% of UAPA arrests from 2015 to 

2020 resulted in convictions. 

❖ Out of 4,690 individuals detained under 

UAPA between 2018 and 2020, only 

1,080 were granted bail. 

❖ Unlike TADA and POTA, UAPA has not 

undergone constitutional review, raising 

concerns about its repeated misuse in 

the Indian democratic framework. 

CRITICISM REGARDING UAPA IN INDIA: 

BENEFIT OF UAPA IN INDIA 

19



 

 

✓ Provides for stringent punishment for terrorism-related offenses. 

✓ Enables the government to designate individuals or organizations as terrorist 

entities and freeze their assets. 

➢ Maintaining Sovereignty and Integrity: 

✓ UAPA is aimed at countering various unlawful activities, including organized crime, 

money laundering, and trafficking. 

✓ It is considered necessary to maintain the sovereignty and integrity of the nation 

and protect citizens' lives and property. 

➢ Balancing National Security and Civil Liberties: 
✓ Striking a balance between national security and civil liberties is crucial. 

✓ UAPA can be effective in combating terrorism when implemented fairly and not 

misused to suppress legitimate dissent or activism. 
 

Future Perspective for UAPA in India: 

➢ Stricter Safeguards: 

✓ Implement stricter safeguards to prevent misuse of UAPA provisions, ensuring that 

it is used exclusively for countering terrorism and unlawful activities. 

➢ Oversight Mechanism: 

✓ Establish an independent oversight mechanism to review UAPA cases and ensure 

accountability in designating individuals or organizations as terrorist entities. 

➢ Legal Reforms: 

✓ Continuously review and amend UAPA provisions to align with evolving legal 

standards and international human rights norms. 

➢ Training and Awareness: 

✓ Provide specialized training to law enforcement agencies to handle UAPA cases 

effectively, ensuring proper investigation and adherence to due process. 

➢ International Cooperation: 

✓ Enhance cooperation with international agencies and other countries to combat 

transnational terrorism and share intelligence. 

 

SOURCE: TH 
 

✓ More than 3 lakh appeals and complaints are awaiting resolution in 27 State Information 
Commissions nationwide, and this backlog has been steadily increasing. 

✓ Maharashtra reports the highest number of pending cases at 1,15,524, followed by 

Karnataka with 41,047 cases. Tamil Nadu did not provide its backlog information. 

✓ Four Information Commissions (Jharkhand, Telangana, Mizoram, and Tripura) are non- 

functional as new Information Commissioners were not appointed after the previous ones 

left office. 

✓ Six Information Commissions, including the Central Information Commission, and the State 

Information Commissions of Manipur, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Bihar, and Punjab, are 

currently without leadership. 

✓ The 'Report Card on the Performance of Information Commissions in India, 2022-23' is 

based on the analysis of Information Commissions' performance and data accessed under 

WAY FORWARD 

21 LAKH APPEALS PENDING WITH INFORMATION COMMISSIONS 

WHY IN NEWS? 
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the Right to Information (RTI) Act by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan (SNS), an organization 

dedicated to promoting transparency and accountability in governance. 
 

❖ The RTI Act was passed by the Indian Parliament on June 15, 2005, and it came into effect 
on October 12, 2005. 

❖ The Act provides all citizens the right to access information held by public authorities, and 

these authorities are mandated to proactively disclose information. 

❖ The primary aim of the legislation is to enhance transparency and accountability in 

government offices. 

❖ HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

o The RTI movement in India began in the 1990s at the grassroots level, initiated by 
the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangthan. 

o It gained widespread support and attention across the country. The "Shourie 
Committee" was established as the Government-appointed Working Group in 1997. 

o In 2002, the Freedom of Information Act was passed and was later replaced by the 
Right to Information (RTI) Act of 2005. 

❖ SALIENT FEATURES: 

o The Act is applicable to all levels of government, including central, state, and local 

bodies, as well as organizations substantially funded by the government, including 

NGOs. 

o It mandates proactive disclosure of information, with secrecy being the exception. 
o Various authorities, such as the Central Information Commission (CIC) and State 

Information Commissions (SICs), Information Officers, and Appellate authorities, are 

established to enforce the Act. 

o The Act includes fixed timelines for providing information, with penalties for non- 
compliance. It overrides the Official Secrets Act in cases of inconsistency. 

❖ EXEMPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS: 

o The Act specifies exemptions for national security, sovereignty, economic interests, 

foreign relations, cabinet decisions, personal privacy, law enforcement, and other 

specific situations. 

o Intelligence and security agencies are generally excluded, but information related to 
allegations of corruption or human rights violations must not be withheld. 

o Additionally, certain exempted information must be disclosed after 20 years, with 
some exceptions. 

❖ INCLUSION OF POLITICAL PARTIES: In 2013, the CIC affirmed that political parties also fall 

under the definition of public authorities as per the RTI Act, making them subject to its 

provisions. 
 

ABOUT RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT (RTI) 2005: 

AMENDMENT OF RTI ACT IN 2019: 
➢ The amendments grant the central government the authority to determine the tenure, 

salaries, and terms and conditions of service for Information Commissioners (ICs), 

including the Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) in the Central Information 

Commission (CIC), and the State Information Commissioners (SICs). 

➢ The amendments also empower the central government to establish rules pertaining to 

State ICs, essentially giving the executive, rather than the legislative branch, control 

over the service conditions of the Information Commissioners. 

➢ While the original RTI Act accorded CICs and ICs a status equivalent to the Chief Election 

Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs, similar to Supreme Court judges) 
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1. Lack of Transparency: There is insufficient transparency in the selection criteria and 
operations of CIC and SIC. 

2. Record Management Issues: Inadequate record management procedures lead to delays in 

processing RTI applications. 

3. Vacancy Delays: Vacancies in CIC are not promptly filled, leading to a backlog of cases. 

4. Capacity Building: Many Public Information Officers lack knowledge about the RTI Act, 

causing delays in processing applications. 

5. Second Appeal Delays: The RTI Act lacks a time limit for hearing and disposing of Second 

Appeals, leading to inefficiencies. 

6. Poor Information Quality: Information provided by CPIOs is often of low quality and 

unsatisfactory to applicants. 

7. Low Public Awareness: Awareness about RTI, particularly among marginalized communities, 

is limited. 
 

1. Digital Transformation: Implement an efficient digital system for filing, processing, and 
tracking appeals to streamline the workflow. 

2. Enhanced Monitoring: Create a robust monitoring mechanism to oversee the progress of 

pending appeals regularly. 

3. Capacity Building: Provide training to Information Commissioners and staff to enhance their 

knowledge and efficiency in processing appeals. 

4. Strengthening Infrastructure: Allocate resources to Information Commissions for upgrading 

their infrastructure, including modern record-keeping and data management systems. 

5. Transparency: Enhance transparency by publishing appeal status and processing times on 

Information Commission websites. 

6. Reducing Redundancy: Explore options to consolidate appeals with similar issues to 

expedite decision-making and reduce redundancy. 

7. Promote Awareness: Launch awareness campaigns to educate citizens about the appeals 

process and their rights under the RTI Act. 
 

 

SOURCE: PIB 
 

The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) as an 

autonomous body for youth development. 

 ABOUT MERA YUVA BHARAT:  

in terms of salaries and service conditions, the amendments equate them with serving 

civil servants in the same pay grade. 

➢ Reduce the tenure of CICs and ICs in the Central Information Commission (CIC) and State 

Information Commissions (SICs) from five years to three years. 

The Central Government is now authorized to relax the rules' provisions for specific groups 
or categories of individuals, which could lead to varying tenures for different 
commissioners upon appointment. 

WHY SO MUCH PENDENCY OF APPEALS? 

WAY FORWARD: 

MERA YUVA BHARAT 

WHY IN NEWS? 
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❖ BACKGROUND: The establishment of MY Bharat responds to the changing world with rapid 

communication, social media, digital opportunities, and emerging technologies. It aims to 

engage and empower youth through a whole-of-government approach. 

❖ OBJECTIVE: MY Bharat aims to become a comprehensive government platform for youth 

development, enabling youth to serve as community change agents and nation builders. 

❖ TARGET AGE GROUP: MY Bharat will benefit youth aged 15-29, aligning with the National 

Youth Policy's definition of 'Youth.' 

For specific programs targeting 

adolescents, beneficiaries will be in 

the age group of 10-19 years. 

❖ LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: 

o Enhance leadership skills 

through experiential learning, 

shifting from physical 

interaction to programmatic 

skills. 

o Invest in youth to nurture them 

as social innovators and 

community leaders. 

o Focus on youth-led development, making them active drivers of progress, not just 
passive recipients. 

❖ ALIGNMENT WITH YOUTH ASPIRATIONS: MY Bharat seeks to better align the aspirations of 

youth with the needs of their communities. 

❖ CONVERGENCE OF PROGRAMS: Improve efficiency through the convergence of existing 

youth development programs. 

❖ ONE-STOP SHOP: MY Bharat will serve as a centralized platform for young people and 

various government ministries. 

❖ CENTRALIZED YOUTH DATABASE: Create a centralized database of youth to facilitate 

targeted interventions. 

❖ ENHANCED COMMUNICATION: Establish two-way communication channels to connect 

youth with government initiatives and engage with other stakeholders working with youth. 

❖ PHYGITAL ECOSYSTEM: Ensure accessibility through the creation of a phygital (physical and 

digital) ecosystem. 
 

UNDERSTANDING INDIA’S DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND: 
 

BACKGROUND: India's population dynamics have evolved significantly since gaining 
independence. The country has experienced both population growth and a decrease in the total 
fertility rate (TFR) over time. Although there have been improvements in various mortality 
indicators, there are challenges in fully utilizing the demographic dividend for enhancing living 
standards, skill development, and employment generation. 

 
POPULATION GROWTH: 
➢ India currently accounts for 17.5% of the global population. 

➢ According to the UN World Population Prospects 2022, India is poised to become the 

world's most populous nation by 2023, surpassing China, with a population of 1.4 billion. 

➢ This marks a four-fold increase since Independence when India's population stood at 340 

million. 

➢ Projections indicate that India will reach 1.5 billion by 2030 and 1.66 billion by 2050. 
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➢ As per the UNFPA's 'State of World Population' report 2023, India's population is now 

1,428.6 million, making it the most populous nation globally. 

➢ A significant portion, 68%, of India's population falls within the 15-64 years age group, 

with 26% in the 10-24 years category, positioning India as one of the world's youngest 

countries. 

DECLINE IN TFR: 
➢ India's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has substantially decreased, dropping below the 

replacement level of 2.1 children per woman in 2021. 

➢ In the 1950s, India had a TFR of six, but many states have now achieved a TFR of two, 

except for Bihar, UP, Jharkhand, Manipur, and Meghalaya. 

➢ The National Family Health Survey 5 (2019-21) revealed that India reached a TFR of 2.0 for 

the first time, falling from 2.2 in NFHS 4 (2015-16). 

IMPROVEMENTS IN MORTALITY INDICATORS: 
➢ Despite challenges, India has shown improvements in various mortality indicators. 

➢ Life expectancy at birth has significantly increased, rising from 32 years in 1947 to 71 

years in 2023, with a slightly lower figure of 74 years for women. 

➢ The infant mortality rate has seen substantial decline, from 133 in 1951 to 27 in 2020. In 

2023, the rate is 26.619 deaths per 1000 live births, marking a 3.89% reduction from 

2022. 

➢ The under-five mortality rate has dropped from 250 to 35. 

➢ Maternal mortality ratio has also decreased from 2,000 in the 1940s to 103 in 2023. 

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND: 
With 68% of its population in the youth and working-age bracket, India possesses one of the 
world's largest workforces, providing a global advantage. 
India has a substantial window of opportunity extending into the 2040s to harness its 
"demographic dividend." 

 

 
 NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF POPULATION EXPLOSION ON DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS:  

➢ Overcrowding: Rapid population growth can lead to overcrowding, which strains resources 

and infrastructure, and can increase crime rates. 

➢ Environmental Degradation: Large populations may overuse natural resources, causing 

deforestation, desertification, and water scarcity. This leads to various forms of pollution, 

including air, water, and soil pollution. 

➢ Reduced Quality of Life: Population growth can result in a lower quality of life due to 

resource scarcity, a high cost of living, and inadequate infrastructure. For instance, areas like 

Dharavi are known for slum sprawls. 

➢ Strains on the Economy: Rapid population growth places pressure on the economy. It 

increases government spending on social services and infrastructure, reduces resources 

available for research and development, and can make job opportunities scarce. The 2017 

Venezuela crisis is a pertinent example. 

➢ Increased Competition for Resources: Growing populations lead to heightened competition 

for essential resources like food, housing, and healthcare. 

 POSITIVE IMPACTS OF POPULATION GROWTH:  
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➢ A Larger Workforce: A growing population implies a larger workforce, which can drive 

productivity and economic growth when these individuals are gainfully employed and 

adequately skilled. 

➢ Innovation and Entrepreneurship: A larger population fosters innovation and 

entrepreneurship, with more individuals contributing ideas and expanding the market for 

new businesses. 

➢ Increased Demand: Growing populations boost demand for goods and services, stimulating 

economic growth if production capacity can keep up. 

➢ Greater Economies of Scale: Population growth can lower the cost of producing goods and 

services, enabling companies to reduce prices while maintaining profits. 

 WAY AHEAD & OTHER MEASURES TO UTILIZE DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND:  

➢ Investing in Education: Empowering young people with education is crucial to ensure they 

become productive members of the workforce. Initiatives like the New Education Policy 

2020 and Skill India mission are examples. 

➢ Improving Access to Healthcare: Ensuring that people have access to healthcare is vital for 

maintaining a healthy workforce and reducing absenteeism and disability. Programs like 

Janani Suraksha Yojana, Integrated Child Development Scheme, and Universal Immunization 

Programme aim to improve healthcare access. 

➢ Creating Job Opportunities: Generating job opportunities is essential to help the growing 

working-age population find employment. Schemes like MGNREGA address this. 

➢ Promoting Entrepreneurship: Encouraging entrepreneurship and supporting small and 

medium-sized enterprises can create jobs and drive economic growth. Initiatives like Start- 

Up India and StandUp India promote entrepreneurship. 

➢ Investing in Infrastructure: Investment in infrastructure is crucial, especially in 

overpopulated regions, to support economic growth. The PM Gati Shakti scheme focuses on 

enhancing transportation and communication infrastructure. 

➢ Encouraging Savings and Investment: Policies promoting savings and investment, including 

tax incentives, can stimulate economic growth. 

➢ Strengthening Governance and Institutions: Fostering a favourable policy environment for 

family planning through measures like the National Population Policy 2020 and the Family 

Planning Program of 1977 is essential to harness the demographic dividend. 
 

Many developed nations have successfully leveraged their advantageous demographic phases to 
achieve higher economic growth and improved living standards. 

 
❖ CHINA'S EXEMPLARY PATH TO SUPERPOWER STATUS: China stands as a prominent 

example of harnessing its demographic dividend from the early 1980s to around 2008- 

2009. During this period, China's strategic policies set it on the path to becoming a 

superpower. 

❖ FACTORS BEHIND CHINA'S ACHIEVEMENT: China's remarkable success can be attributed 

to its early emphasis on labour-intensive manufacturing and subsequent structural 

transformations. These strategies led to an unprecedented annual average growth rate of 

nearly 10% over four decades. 

❖ Success Stories in East Asia: Countries like Japan (from the mid-1950s to the late 1980s), 

South Korea (from the early 1990s until 2015), as well as Malaysia and Singapore, have 

consistently experienced growth by implementing structural changes to maximize the 

benefits of their demographic dividend. 
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➢ The Chief Justice of India, D.Y. Chandrachud, has referred the challenge to the validity of the 
electoral bonds scheme to a Constitution Bench of five judges. 

➢ The court's decision to expedite the case signals its intent not to delay the hearing further. 
 

➢ Introduced in 2018 via a Finance bill, allowing 

individuals and corporations to make 

anonymous donations to political parties. 

➢ These bonds were introduced to promote 

transparency in political funding by replacing 

cash donations with a more traceable system. 

➢ Features: 

✓ Issued by State Bank of India (SBI) in 

various denominations. 

✓ Interest-free and payable to the 

bearer on demand. 

✓ Purchased by Indian citizens & 

entities based in India. 

✓ Valid for 15 calendar days. 

✓ Can be bought individually or jointly. 

➢ Authorized Issuer: 

✓ State Bank of India (SBI) issues Electoral Bonds through designated branches. 

➢ Eligibility of Political Parties: 

✓ Only parties registered under 

Section 29A of the 

Representation of the People 

Act, 1951, and securing at least 

1% of votes in the last general 

election, can receive Electoral 

Bonds. 

➢ Purchase and Encashment: 
✓ Bought digitally or through 

cheques. 

✓ Encashed only via the political 

party's authorized bank account. 

➢ Transparency and Accountability: 

✓ Parties must disclose their bank 

account with the Election Commission of India (ECI). 

✓ Donations made through banking channels. 

✓ Parties must explain fund utilization. 
 

➢ Enhanced Transparency: 
 

 

ELECTORAL BONDS 

Section 29A of the Representation of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Election Commission provides 

WHY IN NEWS? 

WHAT IS ELECTORAL BOND 

ADVANTAGE OF ELECTORAL BOND IN INDIA 
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✓ Electoral Bonds have brought greater transparency to political party funding by 

making donations traceable through banking channels. 

➢ Accountability: 

✓ Political parties are now obliged to disclose their bank accounts with the Election 

Commission of India (ECI), ensuring accountability in their financial transactions. 

➢ Preservation of Donor 

Anonymity: 

✓ Electoral Bonds allow 

donors to  remain 

anonymous, 

preventing disclosure 

of their identities and 

reducing  potential 

donor-related risks. 

➢ Elimination of Quota 

Limitations: 

✓ Unlike cash donations, 

there is no upper limit on the amount that can be donated through Electoral Bonds, 

potentially resulting in higher financial support to political parties. 

➢ Attracting Legitimate Funds: 

✓ Electoral Bonds have encouraged legitimate and white money contributions, 

discouraging black money in political funding. 

➢ Protection from Influence: 

✓ Anonymity safeguards donors from potential coercion or undue influence, ensuring 

the purity of political party funding. 

➢ Financial Security: 

✓ Electoral Bonds provide a level of financial security for political parties, reducing 

reliance on potentially questionable sources of funding. 
 

➢ Lack of Donor Transparency: 
✓ One of the primary challenges of Electoral Bonds is that they allow donations to 

political parties to remain anonymous. 

✓ This lack of transparency raises concerns about the identity of donors and their 

potential influence on political decisions. 

➢ Risk of Government Access: 

✓ While designed to protect donor anonymity, there is a risk that government 

authorities may gain access to donor data, undermining the purpose of keeping 

donors' identities confidential. 

✓ This could potentially be exploited for political leverage, impacting free and fair 

elections. 

➢ Unauthorized Donations: 

✓ The system of Electoral Bonds may create opportunities for unauthorized donations 

that could violate regulations. 

✓ Ensuring that only eligible donors contribute is a challenge that needs addressing. 

➢ Crony Capitalism: 

✓ The anonymity provided by Electoral Bonds could lead to crony capitalism, where 

business leaders and government officials form mutually advantageous 

relationships that affect policy decisions and resource allocation. 

CHALLENGES FOR ELECTORAL BONDS IN INDIA: 
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➢ Black Money Infusion: 

✓ Critics argue that Electoral Bonds could provide a channel for the infusion of black 

money into political funding, as the source of these funds is not always clear. 

✓  The removal of the clause requiring companies to have a net average profit has 

raised concerns in this regard. 

➢ Public Accountability: 

✓ The lack of direct public oversight in the process of issuing and redeeming Electoral 

Bonds may raise concerns about public accountability and the potential for misuse 

of funds. 

➢ Opaque Selection of Political Parties: 

✓ The criteria for determining which political parties are eligible to receive Electoral 

Bonds need to be transparent and ensure fairness in distribution. 

➢ Regulatory Challenges: 

✓ Regulating the process of Electoral Bonds and addressing potential issues requires 

constant monitoring, periodic reviews, and public engagement to adapt to evolving 

concerns and maintain transparency in the political funding process. 
 

➢ Strengthen Transparency: 
✓ Implement measures to enhance 

transparency in the Electoral Bond 

Scheme. 

✓ Enforce stricter regulations for political 

parties to disclose and let the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) examine the 

donations. 

✓ Facilitate public access to information 

about the utilization of funds received by 

political parties. 

➢ Periodic Review: 
✓ Conduct periodic reviews of the Electoral Bond Scheme to address emerging 

concerns. 

✓ Ensure that the scheme remains adaptive to changing landscapes and responsive to 

the evolving needs of transparency in political funding. 

➢ Public Engagement: 

✓ Involve public engagement and consultations in decision-making processes related 

to electoral bonds. 

✓ Encourage discussions and debates on the subject, involving civil society and experts. 

➢ Judicial Scrutiny: 

✓ Subject the Electoral Bond Scheme to judicial scrutiny to ensure its compliance with 

constitutional principles. 
 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ The Supreme Court has rejected petitions to legalize same-sex marriage, highlighting the 
Special Marriage Act, 1954, as a focal point of examination. 

 

WAY FORWARD 

CANNOT LEGALISE SAME-SEX MARRIAGE- SUPREME COURT 

WHY IN NEWS? 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT (SC): 
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➢ A Constitution Bench ruled 3:2 against 

granting constitutional validity to same- 

sex marriages. 

➢ It emphasized that it's Parliament's 

responsibility to formulate laws regarding 

same-sex marriages. 

➢ While acknowledging that marriage is not 

static, the SC held that queer individuals 

have the right to enter into a "union." 

➢ However, all five judges on the Bench 
agreed that there is no fundamental right to marry under the Constitution. 

➢ Chief Justice and Justice Kaul supported extending a civil union to same-sex couples. 

➢ The Bench did not reach a consensus on legally recognizing civil unions between same-sex 

couples, despite unanimous agreement that discrimination against such couples should end. 
 

➢ Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, along with 

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, declared that queer 

people have a fundamental right to form 

relationships, and the State should grant legal 

status to such unions. 

➢ Justices S.R. Bhat and Hima Kohli, supported by 

Justice P.S. Narasimha, formed the majority 

judgment, stating that legal recognition of such 

unions must come through enacted law. 

➢ The Supreme Court has decided that the 
legislature should enact a law to allow same-sex marriages or civil unions. 

 

➢ The right to marry is not explicitly recognized as a fundamental or constitutional right but 
as a statutory right. 

➢ Previously, Judicial decisions have contributed to the recognition of marriage as a 

fundamental right. 

➢ Earlier judgments emphasized the right to marry as integral to Article 21 of the 

Constitution and the equal protection of law. 

➢ Jurisdiction of Parliament: 

✓ The Chief Justice of India (CJI) concluded that the court does not have the authority 

to modify or extend the scope of the Special Marriage Act (SMA) 1954 to 

encompass union of same sex couples. 

✓ The Supreme Court emphasized that the responsibility to create laws regarding 

same-sex marriages lies with Parliament and the state legislatures. 

✓ There could be potential unintended consequences in law and the complexity of 

dealing with the various permutations and combinations of genders falling under 

the LGBTQIA+ community (which has 72 categories). 

➢ Analysing the Law 

✓ Interpreting the Special Marriage Act (SMA) to include same-sex marriage would 

require a comprehensive examination of the Act's structure, not just isolated 

words. 

DIFFERING OPINIONS ON LEGAL RECOGNITION: 

LEGALITY OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGES IN INDIA: 
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✓ The Act grants specific rights to wives, making it unclear how these rights would 

apply in a same-sex marriage. 

✓ Allowing one party in a same-sex marriage to possess specific rights could 

potentially complicate matters for heterosexual marriages. 

➢ Previous Supreme Court Positions on Same-Sex Marriage: 

✓ Marriage as a Fundamental Right (Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. and others 2018): 

• The SC affirmed that the right to marry a person of one's choice is inherent 

in Article 21 of the Constitution. 

• Article 16 (2) of the Indian constitution prohibits discrimination based on 

religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence, or any of them. 

• The right to marry is an integral part of constitutional liberty and personal 

happiness, as it involves matters of belief and faith. 

✓ LGBTQ Community Entitled to Constitutional Rights (Navtej Singh Johar and others 

v. Union of India 2018): 

• The SC recognized that LGBTQ community members have the same 

constitutional rights as all other citizens, including liberties protected by the 

Constitution. 

• They are entitled to equal citizenship and the "equal protection of law." 
 

➢ Marriage Equality and Its Significance: 
✓ The issue of marriage equality 

center around the principles of 

love and liberty. 

✓ Legal prohibitions should only 

be imposed if there is a 

convincing reason to prevent 

harm. 

✓ Non-recognition of same-sex 

marriage amounted to 

discrimination that struck at 

the root of the dignity of 

LBTQIA+ couples. 

➢ Views of Legal Experts: 
✓ Prominent legal minds, such as the judges of the US Supreme Court, have 

questioned the lack of rational arguments against same-sex marriage. 

✓ No evidence suggests that same-sex unions harm heterosexual marriages or society 

at large. 

✓ The Supreme Court of India says that biological gender is not absolute, and that 

gender is more complex than just one's genitals. 

✓ There is no absolute concept of a man or a woman. 

➢ Global Perspective: 

✓ In 25 countries where same-sex marriage is legal, no adverse consequences have 

been reported. 

✓ Countries like the United Kingdom and the United States have seen no harm to 

their societies or the legitimacy of traditional marriage due to legalizing same-sex 

marriage. 

Arguments Supporting Same-Sex Marriage: 
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✓ The assertion that legalizing same-sex marriage leads to societal harm is 

unfounded and contradicted by the experiences of nations that have embraced 

marriage equality. 
 

➢ Opposing Same-Sex Marriage on Religious 
and Moral Grounds: 
✓ Opponents view the debate on 

same-sex marriage as a theological 

rather than democratic discussion. 

✓ Many individuals, particularly in 

India, are against it, deeming it 

barbaric, uncouth, and immoral. 

✓ Some opponents cite their 

religious beliefs and faith in 

natural justice as the basis for their 

stance. 

➢ Reproduction and Religious Perspective: 

✓ Some argue against same-sex 

marriage because it doesn't lead 

to reproduction. 

✓ They reference religious beliefs, 

such as the story of Adam and Eve, 

as evidence against same-sex 

unions. 

✓ There's a sentiment that marriage 

and societal structure are 

traditionally based on the 

partnership of men and women. 

➢ Concerns About Marriage Norms and 

Tradition: 

✓ Opponents raise concerns about preserving traditional marriage norms. 
✓ They question why, if same-sex marriage is allowed, other unconventional forms of 

marriage wouldn't be permitted. 

✓ There's a belief that upholding traditional marriage is essential for maintaining 

societal structure and adhering to long-standing commandments and rules. 
 

 
Aspect Description 

Cultural and Social 
Significance 

✓ Weddings have cultural and social significance, often viewed as 

sacraments. 

✓ Lesbian couples have conducted ceremonies within their cultural 

and religious contexts. 

Examples of 
Acceptance 

✓ In 1988, a Hindu marriage occurred between two policewomen, 

even though it was not legally registered. 

Arguments in opposed of Same-Sex Marriage: 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE UNDER PERSONAL LAWS IN INDIA 
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 ✓ Many homosexual partnerships exist, including those among non- 

English-speaking communities not directly linked to the LGBTQ+ 

movement. 

Religious 
Backgrounds 

✓ Hindu, Christian, Muslim, and other Indian religious laws govern 

marriages. 

✓ Hindu laws typically require marriage between two individuals of 

the same religion. 

Age Requirements ✓ Hindu marriage laws set age requirements of 21 for women. 
✓ Christian marriage laws specify a individual age as 20 and a man's 

age as 18. 

✓ Muslim marriages prioritize procreation, with no formal age 

requirements. 

Gender Roles ✓ Indian personal marriage laws often reflect patriarchal structures 
and traditional gender roles. 

✓ Same-sex couples may attempt to fit within these traditional 

frameworks, which can be challenging. 

 

 

 
The Special Marriage 

Act 

Detail 
s 

Special Marriage Act 
(SMA) 

✓ The SMA of 1954 is a secular law in India designed to facilitate 
marriages between people of different religions or those who 
prefer a non-religious ceremony. 

Current 
Heteronormative 
Provisions 

✓ The SMA, as currently written, implies marriage between a man 
and a woman, specifying that men should be 21 years old, and 
women should be 18 years old. 

Proposal for Inclusion ✓ Changing the SMA to accommodate same-sex marriages is 
possible. A simple modification to Section 4(c) is suggested to 
allow individuals to marry at age 21 if male and 18 if female. 

Inclusive Partnership ✓ The suggested change would make the SMA inclusive and 
lawful for same-sex couples, thereby granting them equal 
marriage rights under this act. 

Political Challenges ✓ While amending the SMA is a practical legal solution, political 
challenges might arise. The ruling BJP party supports it, while 
the Congress and CPI(M) have expressed support for 
decriminalizing homosexuality. 

 

➢ The Democratic and Religious Debate 
✓ The issue of same-sex marriage in India revolves around a democratic vs. religious 

debate. 

➢ Homosexuality Is Not a Crime 

✓ The conclusion is that homosexuality is not a crime, but rather a way to express 

love, physical fulfillment, and happiness. 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE UNDER THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT 

WAY FORWARD 
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➢ The Need for Equality 

✓ Same-sex couples deserve the same rights and security as heterosexual couples, 

including the institution of marriage. 

➢ Love Knows No Gender 

✓ The essence of love and commitment transcends gender, and allowing same-sex 

couples to marry does not harm the institution of marriage. 

➢ Historical Perspective 

✓ Homosexuality is not a new or foreign concept in Indian culture; it has existed in 

various forms throughout history. 

➢ A Comprehensive Approach 

✓ Addressing same-sex marriages in India is a complex matter that requires a 

comprehensive strategy. 

➢ Human Rights and Progress 

✓ Many argue that not legalizing same-sex marriages fails to support the rights of 

homosexuals and society as a whole, necessitating progress toward legalization. 
 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ More than a year after the Criminal Procedure Identification Act was passed by Parliament, 

the Centre is all set to roll out “DNA and facematching” systems at 1,300 police stations across 

the country. 
 

➢ The Act allows the police to collect physical and biological samples from both convicts and 
crime suspects. 

➢ The law permits the collection of data such as fingerprints, photographs, iris scans, and more 

under specific CrPC sections. 

➢ Section 53 and Section 53A of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) empower the police to 

gather data, including finger impressions, palm-print impressions, footprint impressions, 

photographs, iris and retina scans, physical and biological samples, behavioral attributes 

such as signatures and handwriting, and any other necessary examination. 

➢ The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) governs the procedural aspects of criminal law. 
➢ People arrested or detained under preventive laws must provide their measurements to the 

authorities. 

➢ The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) stores and manages this data for up to 75 years. 

➢ The law's goals are to uniquely identify individuals connected to crimes and aid 

investigations, including those under preventive detention laws. 

➢ The NCRB is the central hub for storing this information long-term. 

➢ This law replaces the 1920 Identification of Prisoners Act, which had limited scope. 
 

➢ Act Provisions: 
✓ Authorization for police and Central investigative agencies to collect, store, and 

analyze physical and biological samples. 

CENTRE TO INTRODUCE DNA, FACE MATCHING SYSTEMS AT 

POLICE STATIONS ACROSS COUNTRY 

WHY IN NEWS? 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (IDENTIFICATION) ACT, 2022 

THE RECENT PROVISION OF THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (IDENTIFICATION) ACT, 2022 
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✓ Includes retina and iris scans of arrested individuals. 

➢ Timeline: 

✓ Act passed by Parliament in April 2022. 

✓ Rules notified in September the same year. 

➢ Role of National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB): 

✓ NCRB tasked with finalizing standard operating procedures (SOP) for police officials. 

✓ Plan to introduce DNA samples and face-matching procedures at 1,300 locations. 

➢ Union Home Ministry's Involvement: 

✓ Establishment of a Domain Committee for Act implementation. 

✓ Technical sub-committee for creating SOPs for DNA sample collection. 

➢ State Involvement: 

✓ States instructed to identify locations for the measurement collection unit (MCU). 

✓ Central body under the Home Ministry to manage the national-level database. 

➢ Current Police Practices: 

✓ Recording measurements such as thumb and finger impressions and photographs of 

accused individuals. 

✓ Utilizing the National Automated Fingerprint Identification System (NAFIS). 
 

➢ Violation of Privacy and Fairness: 
✓ The Act's provisions 

may infringe upon an 

individual's right to 

privacy under Article 21 

of the Constitution, as 

established by the 

Supreme Court. 

✓ It may also fail to meet 

the requirements of 

Article 14, which 

demand fairness, equal 

treatment, and 

reasonableness in the 

law. 

➢ Rules Extending Beyond the 

Act's Scope: 

✓ The Supreme Court has 

ruled that rules should 

not alter the scope, 

provisions, or principles of the parent Act. 
✓ Several instances suggest that the Rules may be expanding the Act's scope, which 

raises concerns. 

➢ Limiting Cases for Measurement Collection: 
✓ The Act allows measurements from all convicts, arrested individuals, and those 

detained under preventive detention laws. Magistrates can order measurements for 

investigations. 

✓ However, the Rules limit the cases where measurements can be taken. For example, 

measurements will not be taken from individuals violating prohibitory orders or 

KEY ISSUES AND ANALYSIS OF THE ACT 
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detained under preventive detention unless they are charged or arrested for another 

offense. 

✓ This narrowing of grounds for data collection may extend beyond the Act's intended 

scope. 

➢ Expanding Categories of Measurement Takers: 

✓ The Act designates police and prison officers to take measurements. 

✓ The Rules introduce new categories of measurement takers, such as any person 

skilled in measurements, registered medical practitioners, or individuals authorized 

for this purpose. 

✓ This expansion of 

measurement takers 

beyond the Act's 

specifications raises 

concerns. 

➢ Restricting Authorized 

Measurement Takers: 

✓ The Act allows prison 

officers (at least at the 

rank of Head Warder) or 

police officers (at least at 

the rank of a Head 

Constable) to collect 

measurements. 

✓ The Rules limit authorized 

users to police or prison 

officers authorized by the 

NCRB. 

✓ Such restrictions on who 

may take measurements 

and access the database 

may extend beyond the 

Act's scope. 

➢ Excessive Delegation: 

✓ The Act empowers the 

NCRB to collect, store, 

process, share, and 

destroy measurement records as specified by rules. 

✓ The authority to create rules is delegated to central and state governments. 

✓ The Rules indicate that the NCRB, through SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures), 

will specify guidelines for various aspects of measurement handling. 

✓ This raises concerns about the further delegation of rule-making powers and 

whether these SOPs will undergo parliamentary scrutiny. 

➢ Conflict in NCRB Issuing Guidelines for Itself: 

✓ The NCRB's issuance of SOPs effectively involves the NCRB in creating guidelines for 

its own operations. 

✓ This may conflict with the principle of separation of roles between guideline issuers 

and guideline followers. 

✓ It could raise concerns about potential conflicts of interest. 

NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU (NCRB) 
 
 

 
headquartered in New Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

(1985). 

Functions: 

 
Online Cyber-Crime Reporting Portal 

 

Major Publications: 

 

 
"Prison Statistics" 

 

 

 

 

 

approximately Rs. 3,500 crore. 
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➢ Implementation Challenges: 

✓ Some states facing issues with training and resources. 

✓ Cost sharing between the Home Ministry and the states for hardware and operating 

expenses. 

➢ Technological and Legal Consideration: 

✓ Emphasis on using technologically, legally, and forensically sound and accredited 

tools and systems. 
 

➢ The rollout of "DNA and face-matching" systems, as mandated by the Criminal Procedure 

Identification Act, is making progress despite initial challenges. 

➢ Coordination between central and state entities, careful consideration of privacy concerns, 

and the adherence to accreditation standards for technology will be vital to ensure a 

successful and responsible implementation of the Act. 

➢ Efforts should continue to address logistical and funding challenges to ensure this valuable 

law enforcement tool becomes fully operational across the country. 
 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ The Chief Justice of India expressed dismay over the Maharashtra Assembly Speaker's 
inaction regarding pending disqualification petitions of members since July 2022. 

➢ The Speaker's failure to act impartially and promptly raised concerns about the functioning of 

this important institution. 
 

➢ Article 93: 
✓ Article 93 deals with the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha (House of 

the People), which is the lower house of the Parliament. 

✓ It provides the constitutional framework for their election and removal. 
➢ Article 178: 

✓ Article 178 pertains to the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly in the States. 

✓ It outlines the process for their election and removal. 

➢ Article 85: 

✓ Article 85 relates to the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States), 

the upper house of the Parliament. 

✓ It specifies the procedure for the election and removal of the Deputy Chairman. 

➢ Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution: 

✓ The Tenth Schedule, often referred to as the "Anti-Defection Law," contains 

provisions related to the disqualification of members of Parliament and State 

Legislatures for defection. 

✓ The Speaker plays a critical role in deciding disqualification cases under this 

schedule. 
 

➢ Powers of Speaker: 

WAY FORWARD 

ROLE OF SPEAKER IN IN INDIA'S PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 

WHY IN NEWS? 

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE SPEAKER IN INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 

POWER OF SPEAKER 
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✓ Presides over Lok Sabha/Assembly. 

✓ Maintains order and discipline. 

✓ Casts a tie-breaking vote if needed. 

✓ Interprets rules. 

✓ Disciplines members for unruly behaviour. 

✓ Can disqualify MPs/MLAs under the Tenth Schedule. 

✓ Issues warrants and reprimands. 

✓ Controls parliamentary procedures. 

✓ Certifies Money Bills. 

✓ Nominates committee chairpersons. 

✓ Final decisions on House-related matters. 

➢ Administrative Role: 

✓ Head of Lok Sabha/ Assembly Secretariat. 

✓ Supreme authority over staff and security. 

✓ Approves changes to Parliament House and Estate. 

✓ Conveys House decisions to external parties. 

✓ Decides how House proceedings are published. 
 

➢ Historical Perspective on the Speaker: 
✓ The concept of the Speaker's role originated in medieval Britain when the House of 

Commons required a spokesperson in dealings with the King. 

✓ Over time, the Speaker transformed into an impartial Chairman of the House of 

Commons, responsible for safeguarding the rights and privileges of the House, its 

committees, and members. 

➢ Speaker's Responsibilities in India: 
✓ Presiding over Lok Sabha: The Speaker chairs Lok Sabha sessions, ensuring orderly 

and respectful debates. 

✓ Rule Enforcement: The Speaker can rule on points of order and enforce 

parliamentary rules. 

✓ Spokesperson for Lok Sabha: Represents Lok Sabha in public and international 

events. 

✓ Impartiality: Expected to be neutral, treating all Lok Sabha members fairly. 

✓ Transparency and Accountability: Ensures open and transparent Lok Sabha 

proceedings for public access. 

✓ Legislative Role: Assigns bills to committees, determines their order, and certifies 

final texts for Presidential assent. 

✓ Interparliamentary Relations: Represents Lok Sabha in interactions with other 

parliamentary bodies. 
 

➢ Use of Suspension Powers: 
✓ There have been instances of using suspension powers against members, often seen 

as biased against opposition members. 

✓ Swift suspension of the leader of the Congress party in the Lok Sabha and other 

cases highlighted potential misuse of these provisions. 

➢ Challenges to the Disqualification Process: 

✓ The authority to decide on disqualifications of members under the Tenth Schedule is 

vested in the Speaker. 

ROLE OF SPEAKER IN INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 

RECENT CONFLICTS AND CHALLENGES REGARDING SPEAKER'S AUTHORITY 
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✓ This process has been criticized for being influenced by political considerations, 

impacting the stability of elected governments. 

➢ Use of Discretion: 

✓ There have been instances where the Speaker has been accused of using his 

discretion in an arbitrary or biased manner. 

✓ This can lead to perceptions of unfairness or lack of transparency in the decision- 

making process. 

✓ Example: Kihoto Hollohan Vs Zachilhu and Others (1992): The Supreme Court 

heldthat the Speaker must act impartially and without bias while disqualifying a 

member. 

✓ Further, the decision of the Speaker is under judicial review. 

➢ The Speaker's authority to refer Bills to Parliamentary Standing Committees is essential, but 

significant Bills requiring detailed scrutiny are not consistently referred to these 

committees. 
 

"Once a speaker, always a speaker" 

The section "Once a Speaker, always a Speaker" emphasizes the need for impartiality and the 

adoption of practices to instill confidence in the office of the Speaker. 

➢ Taking Inspiration from International Practices: 

✓ Comparative Insights with British Practices: Emulate the UK's tradition of requiring 

the Speaker to resign from their political party upon election to maintain 

impartiality. 

✓ Canadian Oversight Model: Borrow from Canada's practice of giving the Speaker 

the authority to call ministers to answer questions and investigate public concerns, 

thus increasing the Speaker's oversight of the executive branch. 

➢ Legal Calls for Reform: 

✓ Legal challenges have been made, suggesting the need to amend the Constitution 

and establish an independent tribunal to decide on defections, a move aimed at 

promoting impartiality. 

➢ The Need for Fairness, Impartiality, and Transparency: 

✓ The Speaker's role in the Lok Sabha is essential and esteemed, but it can face 

criticism and controversy. 

✓ Therefore, it's crucial for the Speaker to ensure fairness, impartiality, and 

transparency while performing their duties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAYS TO ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SPEAKER'S OFFICE 
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Source: THE HINDU, IE 

 

Israel battered Gaza on Sunday after suffering its bloodiest attack in decades, when Hamas 
fighters rampaged through Israeli towns killing 600 and abducting dozens more, as the spiraling violence 
threatened a major new war in West Asia. 

 

➢ Devastating attack in Israel, one of the 

deadliest in decades, sparks a severe 

response. 

➢ Hamas fighters infiltrate Israeli towns, 

resulting in 600 deaths and numerous 

abductions, intensifying tensions in West 

Asia. 

➢ Conflict raises concerns of spreading 

beyond Gaza, as Israel engages in artillery 

and rocket exchanges with Iran-backed 

Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

➢ Israeli troops engage in street battles with 

Hamas fighters in southern Israel and 

launch retaliatory strikes destroying buildings in Gaza. 
➢ Northern Israel experiences a brief exchange of strikes with Lebanon's Hezbollah, heightening 

concerns of a wider conflict. 

➢ Captives, including women, children, and the elderly, could be used in future negotiations 

involving Palestinian prisoners held by Israel. 
 

➢ Ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine over 
territorial disputes. 

➢ Location 
✓ The Israel-Palestine region is located in the 

eastern Mediterranean, comprising the 

modern State of Israel, the West Bank, and 

the Gaza Strip. 

✓ The Gaza Strip is a narrow coastal enclave 
along the Mediterranean Sea. 

✓ Gaza Strip, densely populated and under 

Israeli blockade since 2007, governed by 

Hamas. 

➢ Territorial Division 

✓ Following the 1949 armistice, the region was divided into three parts: the State of 

Israel, the West Bank (Jordan's control), and the Gaza Strip (Egypt's control). 

ISRAEL - PALESTINE CONFLICT 

International relations 

WHY IN NEWS? 

RECENT CONFLICT: 

ABOUT ISRAEL-PALESTINE AND GAZA STRIP: 
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✓ Israel captured East Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza, the Sinai Peninsula, and the 

Golan Heights in the 1967 Six-Day War. 
 

➢ Historical Context: 
✓ The Israel-Palestine conflict 

traces back to the late 19th 

century when Jewish 

immigrants began settling in 

Palestine, then part of the 

Ottoman Empire. 

✓ UN's 1947 Partition Plan led 

to the creation of Israel in 

1948. 

✓ Israel's occupation of 

territories like the West Bank, 

East Jerusalem, and Gaza 

displaced Palestinians. 

✓ Construction of Israeli 
settlements in these areas is considered illegal under international law. 

➢ Occupation and Settlements 

✓ Israel's continued occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem has been a 

contentious issue. 

✓ Over the years, Israel has built settlements in these areas where more than 

600,000 Jews now reside. 

✓ Settlements are considered illegal under international law. 

➢ Jerusalem 

✓ The status of Jerusalem has been a central issue. 

✓ Israel considers the entire city as its capital, while Palestinians insist on East 

Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state. 
 

➢ Historical Chronology 
✓ Following the war, 

Israel acquired more 

territories  than 

outlined in the UN 

plan, resulting in the 

displacement   of 

around 700,000 

Palestinians. 

✓ Israel maintains 

control over the West 

Bank, and even though 

it withdrew from Gaza, the UN still designates it as occupied territory. 
✓ Jerusalem presents a major point of contention, with Israel asserting its claim 

over the entire city as its capital, while Palestinians envision East Jerusalem as 

the capital of their future state. 

➢ Recent Developments 

ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT: 

ISRAEL'S CHANGES IN ITS OCCUPATION OF PALESTINIAN LAND OVER THE YEARS: 

40



 

 

✓ In 2021, Israeli forces clashed with Palestinians in Jerusalem, leading to attacks 

on Al-Aqsa Mosque in the Haram-esh-Sharif and an escalation of tensions in 

Sheikh Jarrah. 

✓ These events sparked widespread violence and unrest. 
 

➢ Political Relations 
✓ India recognized Israel on September 17, 1950. 
✓ Full diplomatic relations with embassies were 

established in 1992. 

✓ 2022 marked 30 years of upgraded bilateral 

ties. 

✓ High-level visits between the two countries are 

regular. 

✓ India and Israel are strategic partners. 

➢ Economic and Commercial Relations 

✓ Negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement are 

ongoing. 

✓ Bilateral merchandise trade increased from US$ 200 million in 1992 to US$ 7.86 

billion (excluding defence) in 2021-2022, with a trade surplus for India. 

✓ India is Israel's third-largest trade partner in Asia and ninth globally. 

✓ Recent trade includes electronic machinery, high-tech products, communication 

systems, and medical equipment. 

✓ India is a focus country for Israel's trade efforts. 

➢ Agriculture 

✓ Bilateral agriculture cooperation started in 2006. 

✓ Projects implemented through organizations like MASHAV and CINADCO. 

✓ Formalized through three-year action plans. 

✓ India has 29 Centres of Excellence (CoEs) in 12 states, focusing on advanced 

agriculture and water technologies. 

➢ Defence & Security 

✓ India is the largest consumer of Israeli military equipment (46% of Israel's arms 

exports). 

✓ Israel is India's second-largest supplier of military equipment. 

✓ Joint ventures and technology sharing in missiles, electronic warfare systems, 

radar systems, navigation systems, and weapon control systems. 

✓ Co-production of arms systems like Barak 8 missiles, Skystriker drones, and 

Tavor Assault Rifles. 

✓ Participation in multilateral Airforce exercise BlueFlag-2021. 

✓ The MoU was signed between CSIR and Directorate of Defence Research and 

Development (DDR&D), Israel's Ministry of Defence. 

➢ Innovation: 

✓ Start-Up Nation Central and India’s International Centre for Entrepreneurship 

and Technology (iCREATE) signed a bilateral program for innovation and tech 

cooperation in 2020. 

✓ The "I2U2" Group, including India, Israel, the UAE, and the USA, plays a 

significant role in various sectors. 

✓ India and Israel are more than bilateral partners; they address global challenges 

through joint investments and initiatives. 

INDIA - ISRAEL RELATION: 
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✓ Science and technology are integral to Indian culture and contribute to growth 

and development, especially in the competitive economy. 

➢ People-to-people relations 

✓ Civilizational relations date back over two millennia. 

✓ Cultural Exchange Programme signed for 2020-23 to facilitate cultural exchanges 

and youth exchanges. 

✓ Around 900 Indian students, primarily at doctoral and post-doctoral levels, study 

in Israel. 

✓ Approximately 85,000 Jews of Indian-origin in Israel. 

✓ Around 900 Indian students, mainly at higher education levels, study in Israel. 
 

➢ UNSC Meeting: 
✓ UN Security Council convened an emergency meeting in response to the 

violence. 

✓ Requested by several nations, including UAE, China, France, Ireland, and 

Norway. 

➢ India's Stand: 

✓ India follows a dehyphenation policy, maintaining ties with both Israel and 

Palestine. 

✓ Recent visits by India's Prime Minister reflect this nuanced approach. 

✓ India's stance on the conflict has evolved over time. 
 

➢ India should continue diplomatic efforts to promote peace. 
➢ Renewed Diplomacy: International actors, including the United Nations and major powers, 

should facilitate renewed diplomatic negotiations between Israel and Palestine. 

➢ Two-State Solution: Support for a two-state solution with Israel and Palestine living side by 

side in peace and security should be reaffirmed. Negotiations should address borders, 

refugees, and Jerusalem. 

➢ Ceasefire and Confidence-Building Measures: Immediate ceasefires should be enforced to 

stop violence. Confidence-building measures like prisoner releases and economic 

development projects should be promoted. 

➢ Humanitarian Aid: Ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid to Gaza and other vulnerable 

areas to address immediate needs and improve living conditions. 

➢ Security Cooperation: Enhance security cooperation between Israel and Palestine to combat 

extremism and maintain stability in the region. 
 

SOURCE: PIB 
 

➢ The State Visit of the President of Tanzania “Samia Suluhu Hassan” to India and launch of 
Strategic Partnership between India and Tanzania. 

➢ Signed six pacts to boost cooperation in several key areas and agreed on a five-year roadmap 

to significantly expand defence engagement. 
 

➢ Formation 

INDIA & UNSC STAND OVER ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT: 

WAY FORWARD WITH RESPECT TO INDIA 

INDIA-TANZANIA RELATION 

WHY IN NEWS? 

TANZANIA LOCATION WITH RESPECT TO INDIA: 
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✓ Tanzania became a sovereign state in 1964 when Tanganyika and Zanzibar 

united. 

➢ Administrative Capitals 

✓ Dodoma is the official capital of Tanzania, while Dar es Salaam serves as the seat of 

most government 

administrations and is the 

largest city and port in the 

country. 

➢ Geographical Location 

✓ Located in East Africa just south 

of the Equator, Tanzania shares 

borders with Uganda, Lake 

Victoria, and Kenya to the 

north. 

✓ To the east, it is bordered by the 

Indian Ocean, and to the south 

and southwest by Mozambique, 

Lake Nyasa, Malawi, and 

Zambia. 

✓ To the west, it is bordered by Lake Tanganyika, Burundi, and Rwanda. 

 
➢ Tanzania's Location in Relation to India 

✓ Tanzania is situated in East Africa, while India is located in South Asia. 
✓ Geographically, the two countries are quite distant and not adjacent. 

✓ They are separated by the Indian Ocean, with India to the northeast and Tanzania to 

the southeast of the African continent. 

✓ The Indian Ocean is the body of water that lies between them. 
 

➢ Tanzania and India have traditionally enjoyed close, friendly and co-operative relations. 
➢ Shared Ideological Commitments 

✓ During the 1960s to 1980s, the two nations had a strong political relationship driven 

by shared ideologies, including anti-colonialism, anti-racism, and socialism. 

➢ Respect and Recognition 

✓ Tanzania's former President Julius Nyerere was highly respected in India, receiving 

awards like the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding in 1974 

and the International Gandhi Peace Prize in 1995. 

➢ International Cooperation: 

✓ India and Tanzania collaborated closely in international forums during this period. 

➢ Transition to Economic Reforms and Modern Relations 

✓ Post-Cold War Era: In the post-Cold War period, both countries initiated economic 

reform programs and expanded their external relations to engage globally in politics 

and economics. 

➢ Evolution of the Relationship 

✓ Modern and Pragmatic Relationship: In recent years, the relationship between India 

and Tanzania has transformed into a modern and pragmatic one. 

✓ Kilimanjaro: Tanzania is home to Africa's highest mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro, 

which reaches a height of 5,895 meters. 

✓ Lake Tanganyika: The country also boasts the world's second deepest lake, Lake 

Tanganyika, which reaches a depth of 1,436 meters. 

Figure 1. SOURCE: WORLD ATLAS 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF INDIA-TANZANIA RELATIONS: 
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✓ Economic Engagement: There's increased and diversified economic engagement 

between the two nations. 

✓ Development Partnership: India is offering Tanzania more capacity-building training 

opportunities, concessional Lines of Credit (LOCs), and grants. 

➢ Establishment of Indian Missions 

✓ Diplomatic Presence: The High Commission of India in Dar es Salaam was founded 

on November 19, 1961, and the Consulate General of India in Zanzibar was 

established on October 23, 1974. 
 

➢ India's Commitment to the Global 
South: 
✓ India's dedication to 

uniting the Global South 

under a common platform 

was highlighted. 

✓ Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi played a crucial role 

in making the African 

Union a full member of 

the G20, reflecting India's 

efforts to promote Africa- 

India relations. 

➢ Strategic Partnership 
✓ The bilateral relationship 

between India and 

Tanzania has been 

upgraded to a 'Strategic 

Partnership.' 

✓ Both  nations  will  now 
collaborate in various areas, including maritime security, defence cooperation, 

development partnership, trade and investment, among others. 
 

➢ Defence Cooperation 
✓ The two countries discussed Defence cooperation, and a five-year roadmap for 

Defence cooperation was established. 

✓ This highlights the growing military ties between India and Tanzania. 

➢ Maritime Security 

✓ India and Tanzania will enhance cooperation in maritime security in the Indian Ocean 

region, recognizing their shared maritime security challenges. 

➢ Blue Economy 

✓ Tanzania expressed interest in cooperating with India in the blue economy sector, 

encompassing tourism, maritime trade, services, infrastructure, marine scientific 

research, seabed mining, ocean conservation, and maritime safety. 

➢ Trade and Investment 

✓ Both nations aim to increase bilateral trade volumes and promote trade in local 

currencies, such as the Indian Rupee and Tanzanian Shilling. 

 
 

 

A strategic partnership between two nations, 

though not a clearly defined term, is 

understood as referring to a bilateral 

partnership in strategic issues such as 

defence and security, but is not an actual 

alliance. 

A strategic partnership offers avenues of 

further convergence in the designated issues, 

in case the geopolitical scenario changes or 

there is an increase in the geostrategic 

significance of the partner nation. 

India has signed strategic partnerships with 

more than 30 countries since the first one with 

France in 1998. 

ELEVATION OF INDIA-TANZANIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP: 

KEY FOCUS AREAS AND AGREEMENTS DURING RECENT VISIT: 
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✓ India is one of Tanzania's top five sources of investment, with significant projects 

creating employment opportunities. 

✓ India is the fifth largest investor in Tanzania with about $3.7 billion in investments in 

the country. 

✓ Tanzania has set a target of receiving $3 billion in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

from India by 2025. 

➢ Development Partnership 

✓ India's development partnership will continue to focus on areas such as water, health, 

education, capacity building, scholarships, and ICT. 

✓  Lines of Credit (LoCs) worth over USD 1.1 billion have been extended by India to 

Tanzania for various projects, including water infrastructure. 

➢ Education, Skill Development, and ICT 

✓ India will support Tanzania in space technologies and digital public infrastructure. 

✓ Collaboration on vocational training centers and ICT centers is planned. 

➢ Space Cooperation 

✓ Tanzania congratulated India on the successful landing of Chandrayaan-3's lander on 

the moon and expressed interest in space technology cooperation. 

➢ Health 

✓ Both nations will strengthen cooperation in the health sector. 

✓ This includes assistance in providing ambulances and essential medical equipment. 

➢ People-to-People Relations and Cultural Exchanges 

✓ Promoting people-to-people contacts, cultural exchanges, and tourism is a priority. 

✓ The signing of a Cultural Exchange Program for 2023-27 was noted, and Tanzania is 

invited to participate in the Surajkund Mela in 2024. 

➢ Regional and International Issues 

✓ The two nations pledged to collaborate on regional and international matters. 

✓ They discussed issues related to the Indo-Pacific and UN reforms. 

✓ India appreciated Tanzania's support during its term as a non-permanent member 

of the UN Security Council. 

➢ Fight Against Terrorism 

✓ Both nations strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and 

highlighted the need to address this global threat. 
 

➢ Enhancing Bilateral Ties 
✓ Diplomatic Cooperation: Continue to strengthen diplomatic ties, engaging in 

dialogue, and supporting each other's interests on regional and global issues. 

✓ Development Partnership: Collaborate on capacity-building, infrastructure 

development, and technology transfer, focusing on sectors like water, health, 

education, and information technology. 

➢ Promoting People-to-People Relations 
✓ Cultural Exchanges: Encourage cultural interactions, academic exchanges, and 

tourism to further connect the peoples of India and Tanzania. 

✓ Indian Diaspora 

• Acknowledge the contributions of the Indian diaspora in Tanzania, fostering 

closer ties between both countries. 

• Tanzania is home to more than 50,000 people of Indian origin. 

• Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award and ‘Bharat Ko Janiye’ quiz generate 

interest in Tanzania. 

WAY FORWARD: 
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➢ Capacity Building and Technology Exchange 

✓ Education and Skill Development: Develop vocational training institutions and 

expand capacity-building opportunities for Tanzanian youth. 

✓ Information Technology: Share expertise in space technologies, digital 

infrastructure, and public services. 

➢ Infrastructure Development 

✓ Tanzanian Development: Extend lines of credit and support infrastructure 

development projects in Tanzania. 

✓ Indian Institutes: Support the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) campus in Zanzibar 

and other educational initiatives to enhance technical education. 
 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ Four years after India walked out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) agreement, neighbour Sri Lanka and Bangladesh are now considering their chances 

of membership in the 15 Nation trading bloc. 
 

➢ RCEP is a 15-nation trading bloc that includes major economies like China, Japan, and 
South Korea. 

➢ It represents 30% of the global 

GDP and is the first such 

agreement involving big Asian 

economies. 

➢ RCEP aims to eliminate up to 

90% of tariffs on goods traded 

within the bloc within 20 years. 

➢ RCEP is a proposed free trade 

agreement involving ASEAN 

countries and six nations with 

existing FTAs with ASEAN. 

➢ It is seen as an alternative to 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(TPP). 

➢ RCEP member states represent 3.4 billion people and a total GDP of $49.5 trillion. 
➢ The total GDP within RCEP could exceed $100 billion by 2050 if high growth continues. 

➢ The U.S. withdrew from the TPP in 2017, shifting global attention to RCEP. 

➢ RCEP will cover various aspects, including trade in goods, trade in services, investment, 

cooperation, intellectual property, and dispute settlement. 

➢ India's exit in November 2019 from negotiations on the world's largest trade deal — the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) — was a significant disappointment 

for proponents of regional economic integration. 
 

REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP (RCEP) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

ABOUT RCEP 

REASONS FOR INDIA'S WITHDRAWAL FROM RCEP: 
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➢ Unfavourable Balance of Trade: 

✓ Post-FTA, India 

experienced faster import 

growth than exports with 

RCEP member countries. 

✓ Bilateral trade deficits with 

most RCEP nations, as per 

NITI Aayog report. 

➢ Dumping of Chinese Goods: 
✓ India had FTAs with all 

RCEP countries except 

China. 

✓ Concern that RCEP would flood the Indian market with cheaper Chinese products. 

➢ Non-acceptance of Auto-trigger Mechanism: 

✓ India sought an auto-trigger mechanism to raise tariffs when imports crossed a 

threshold. 

✓ Other RCEP countries were against this proposal. 

➢ Protection of Domestic Industry: 

✓ Apprehensions about lowering and eliminating tariffs on products like dairy and 

steel. 

✓ The dairy industry could face strong competition from Australia and New Zealand. 

✓ India's current average bound tariff for dairy is around 48.5%. 

➢ Lack of Consensus on Rules of Origin: 

✓ Concerns about potential circumvention of rules of origin. 

✓ Rules of origin determine the national source of a product. 

✓ Current provisions may not prevent countries from routing products through others 

to maintain higher tariffs. 
 

➢ Protection from Chinese Dumping: 
✓ India can maintain control over 

China's goods dumping in the 

Indian market. 

➢ Protection for Domestic Industry: 
✓ Safeguarding Indian domestic 

industries from cheap imports. 

➢ Strengthening China's Economic Power: 

✓ RCEP is a China-backed trade deal; 

India's exit can boost China's 

economic influence. 

➢ Impact on India's Neighborhood: 

✓ India's decision affects regional dynamics, as China seeks influence through 

economic ties. 

➢ Missed Trade Opportunities: 

✓ India loses trading opportunities with countries accounting for a significant share of 

global trade. 

➢ Global Supply Chain Integration: 

✓ Hindrance to India's ambition to become a manufacturing hub by remaining out of 

RCEP. 

IMPLICATIONS OF INDIA'S EXIT FROM RCEP: 
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➢ Embracing Free Trade: 

✓ Opportunity to signal support for free trade and attract companies relocating from 

China. 

➢ Effect on India's Act East Policy: 

✓ Implications for India's Act East policy due to changing regional dynamics. 

➢ Missed Reform Opportunities: 

✓ A chance to enact necessary reforms for increased competitiveness. 
 

➢ Development of Concern: 
✓ Neighbours joining RCEP could raise concerns for India. 
✓ Opening markets in India's vicinity to a group dominated by Chinese trade. 

✓ Possibility of these markets 

becoming more globally 

competitive than India. 

➢ Regional Dynamics - Sri Lanka: 

✓ Sri Lanka considers regional 

markets key for its 

development. 

✓ Sri Lanka seeks to join RCEP and 

other FTAs to expand its market. 

✓ Anticipates that participation will 

drive competitiveness. 

➢ Bangladesh's Graduation from LDC: 

✓ Bangladesh is expected to 

graduate from the list of Least 

Developed Countries. 

✓ Losing preferential access to global markets. 

✓ Estimation of potential consequences, including a drop in export earnings and tariff 

increases. 

➢ Bangladesh's Export Potential: 

✓ Bangladesh anticipates joining RCEP could increase its exports by $5 billion. 

✓ Already negotiating free trade agreements with six of the 15 RCEP countries. 

✓ Believes RCEP membership would simplify the process. 

➢ More Open and Competitive Neighbours: 

✓ Neighbours' participation in RCEP could make them more open and globally 

competitive. 

✓ Regional dynamics may shift as a result. 

➢ Learning from Regional Markets: 

✓ Sri Lanka's experience during crises emphasizes the importance of regional markets. 

✓ The need to embrace RCEP and other FTAs to enhance competitiveness. 
 

➢ Advancing India's Act East Policy: 
✓ RCEP aligns with India's Act East policy, bolstering its influence among South Asian 

nations. 

➢ Complementing Existing FTAs: 
✓ RCEP complements India's current free trade agreements with ASEAN nations. 

✓ Facilitates greater economic integration with South East and East Asian countries. 

IMPACT OF INDIA WITH NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES JOINING RCEP: 

IMPORTANCE OF RCEP FOR INDIA: 
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✓ Provides access to expansive regional markets, benefiting India's economy. 

➢ Integration into Regional Production Networks: 

✓ RCEP aids India's integration into regional production networks. 

✓ Harmonizes trade- 

related rules, fostering 

trade ties with 

countries like those in 

Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation and 

Trans-Pacific 

Partnership. 

➢ Attracting FDI in Key Sectors: 
✓ India holds a 

comparative 

advantage in sectors 

like ICT, IT-enabled 

services, healthcare, 

and education 

services. 

✓ RCEP encourages greater Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in these areas, supporting 

economic growth. 
 

➢ Re-evaluate RCEP Participation: 
✓ India should reconsider its decision to withdraw from RCEP, especially in light of 

neighboring countries' interest in joining. 

✓ A fresh assessment of RCEP's implications is crucial. 

➢ Diplomatic Engagement: 

✓ Initiate diplomatic dialogue with Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to understand their 

aspirations and concerns regarding RCEP membership. 

➢ Balanced Trade Policies: 

✓ Focus on addressing trade imbalances, including trade deficit issues, to ensure a fair 

and mutually beneficial trade relationship with RCEP nations. 

➢ Participation in Regional Growth: 

✓ Emphasize India's interest in participating in the economic growth and integration 

of the region while protecting its domestic industries. 

➢ Reform and Competitiveness: 

✓ Take proactive steps to implement necessary reforms that enhance India's 

competitiveness and align with the principles of free trade, potentially making a 

return to RCEP more favorable. 

➢ Focus on Subregional Cooperation: 

✓ Strengthen subregional trade and cooperation, reinforcing SAARC and BIMSTEC 

partnerships as complementary avenues for regional economic growth. 

➢ Strengthen India's Position: 
✓ Enhance India's standing in regional and global economic forums to remain a strong and 

influentialparticipant in regional trade agreements. 

WAY FORWARD 
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SOURCE: THE INDIAN EXPRESS, 

 

➢ Considering the ongoing tension between India and Canada, the Canadian government 
recently declared the recall of 41 diplomats stationed in India along with their family 

members. 

➢ This decision, made on October 20, was explained by Canada's Foreign Minister Melanie Joly 

as a precautionary measure to prevent these diplomats from potentially losing their 

diplomatic immunity without warning, which could have jeopardized their personal safety. 

➢ The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations is an international agreement that was 
established in Vienna, Austria, on April 18, 1961, and became effective on April 24, 1964. 

➢ The treaty codifies the well-established practice of diplomatic immunity, ensuring 

that diplomatic missions receive certain privileges that allow diplomats to carry out 

their duties without the risk of coercion or harassment from the host country. 

➢ The main objective of the treaty is to facilitate diplomatic engagements between sovereign 

states and fostering amicable relationships among nations. 

➢ Currently, 193 countries, including India, are signatories to this agreement. 
 

➢ ARTICLE 9: The host nation has the authority to declare a specific member of the diplomatic 
staff as persona non grata at any time and for any cause. 

➢ ARTICLE 22: The diplomatic mission's premises, including the ambassadors' residences, are 

considered inviolable and cannot be entered by the host country without the head of the 

mission's permission. Additionally, the host country must never conduct searches, confiscate 

documents or property, or allow intrusion or harm to the mission. 

➢ ARTICLE 29: Diplomats are immune from any form of arrest or detention, and the host state 

must take all necessary measures to ensure their safety and dignity. 

➢ Diplomatic missions are exempt from taxes (Article 34) and customs duties (Article 36). 

➢ ARTICLE 37: Family members of diplomats residing in the host country are granted most of 

the same protections as the diplomats themselves. 
 

➢ PRINCIPLE OF INVIOLABILITY: 
✓ A diplomatic agent's personal status is inviolable. 
✓ They are immune from any arrest or imprisonment and must be accorded respect by 

the host country. 

➢ RESPONSIBILITY OF THE HOST NATION: 

✓ The receiving State is responsible for safeguarding the diplomat's physical well- 

being, freedom, and dignity, and must take all necessary measures to prevent any 

harm to them. 
 

➢ Diplomatic Offenses: 
✓ Diplomats have been involved in various criminal activities, including but not limited 

to drunk driving, assault, child abuse, possession of dangerous weapons, bribery, 

human trafficking, money laundering, sexual assault, and even homicide. 

VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

WHY IN NEWS 

ABOUT VIENNA CONVENTION ON DILPMATIC RELATIONS 

IMPORTANT PROVISIONS: 

OBJECTIVES OF THE TREATY: 

LIMITATIONS OF VIENNA CONVENTION: 
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✓ Diplomatic immunity can, at times, shield them from prosecution, resulting in 

diplomatic tensions between countries. 

➢ Exploitation of Domestic 

Workers: 

✓ Individuals, 

particularly  women 

from  low-income 

countries employed as 

domestic workers in 

diplomats' residences, 

have experienced 

abuse and 
exploitation. 

✓ Diplomatic immunity 

has occasionally been 

misused to avoid legal 

consequences for 

these crimes. 

➢ Sovereignty Concerns: 

✓ Host countries may occasionally view the Vienna Convention as encroaching on their 

sovereignty, especially when diplomats engage in activities that are detrimental to the 

host nation's interests. 

✓ Striking a balance between respecting diplomatic privileges and ensuring national 

security can be a complex task. 

➢ Changing Nature of Diplomacy: 

✓ Diplomatic missions have evolved with the advancement of technology and 

communication. 

✓ Addressing modern challenges such as cybercrimes and digital espionage within the 

framework of the Vienna Convention presents new and intricate issues. 
 

➢ The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations has received widespread ratification from 
numerous nations and is acknowledged as customary international law. This treaty has played a 
significant role in ensuring the organized execution of international diplomacy, reducing 
diplomatic conflicts, and fostering peaceful relationships among states. 

➢ While the Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic Relations offer a comprehensive structure for 

diplomatic interactions, diplomacy also draws from the practice of states, established 

international customs, and evolving global standards. 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ The 25th round of boundary talks between Bhutan and China occurred. These talks were 

significant as the previous round had taken place in 2016, marking a delay. This was first 

official visit to China by the Bhutanese foreign minister and holding the long-pending talks 

WAY FORWARD: 

INDIA-BHUTAN RELATION 

WHY IN NEWS? 
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indicated that that the substantive progress had been made by the expert groups of official 

from both countries. 
 

➢ Normalizing Relations with China: 
✓ Bhutan's efforts to engage 

with China and conduct 

boundary talks are aimed at 

normalizing relations. 

➢ Resolution of Boundary Issues: 
✓ The talks with China focus on 

resolving longstanding 

boundary issues. 

✓ Bhutan is interested in settling 

these matters peacefully and 

securing its territorial integrity. 

➢ Economic and Geopolitical Factors: 

✓ Bhutan's efforts to develop economic ties with China and other countries are also a 

driving force. 

✓ Economic interests and geopolitical considerations play a significant role in shaping 

Bhutan's foreign policy. 

➢ India's Concerns and Involvement: 

✓ The unique relationship between Bhutan and India is a key factor. 

✓  India's interests and concerns regarding Bhutan's relations with China and Bhutan 

likely consulted with India to ensure alignment with its strategic partner. 

➢ Enhancing Regional Stability: 

✓ By establishing diplomatic 

relations and resolving border 

issues with China, Bhutan aims 

to enhance regional stability 

and cooperation, contributing 

to peace in the region. 

➢ Border Security: 

✓ It also includes the need to 

address border security issues 

and potential territorial swaps 

to reduce border-related 

tensions. 

➢ Preventing Future Crises: 
✓ The lessons learned from the 2017 Doklam standoff highlight the importance of 

addressing Bhutan's concerns and aligning strategies to prevent future crises. 

✓ This is a driving factor for both Bhutan and India. 

➢ International Diplomacy: 

✓ As part of its broader foreign policy objectives, Bhutan's approach is driven by the 

desire to engage with China and other countries through diplomacy and 

negotiations. 
 

➢ Historical Framework: 

OVERVIEW OF BHUTAN-CHINA RELATIONS: 

INDIA-BHUTAN RELATIONS OVERVIEW: 
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✓ India and Bhutan established 

formal diplomatic relations in 

1968, with the foundation of 

their bilateral relationship 

being the Treaty of Friendship 

and Cooperation signed in 1949 

(renewed in 2007). 

➢ High-Level Diplomatic Engagements: 

✓ Bilateral Visits: High-level visits 

between India and Bhutan have 

strengthened their relations. Examples include Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

visit to Bhutan in 2019 and various exchanges between the leaders of both 

countries. 

➢ Trade and Economic Cooperation: 

✓ Trade Agreement: 

The India-Bhutan 

Agreement on Trade, 

Commerce, and 

Transit fosters a free 

trade regime, with 

India being Bhutan's 

top trade partner. 

India's merchandise 

trade with Bhutan 

has nearly tripled 

since 2014, reaching 

USD 1.4 billion in 

2021-22, 

constituting 

approximately 80% 

of Bhutan's total 

trade, with India maintaining a trade surplus. 
➢ Development Partnership: 

✓ Economic Assistance: India has supported Bhutan's socio-economic development 

since the 1960s. At present over 82 large and intermediate projects (projects under 

Project Tied Assistance) and 524 Small Development Projects/ HICDPs are at 

various stages of implementation in Bhutan. The 4th India-Bhutan Development 

Cooperation Talks under the 12th FYP were held in January 2023, during the visit of 

FS to Bhutan. 

➢ Hydropower Collaboration: 
✓ Key Economic Pillar: Mutually beneficial hydro-power cooperation with Bhutan is a 

key pillar of bilateral economic cooperation. Four hydro-electric projects (HEPs) 

total 2136 MW are already operational in Bhutan and are supplying electricity to 

India. The 720 MW Mangdechhu was commissioned in August 2019 and handed 

over to Bhutan in December 2022 

➢ Educational and Cultural Ties: 
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✓ Educational Exchanges: India offers numerous scholarships to Bhutanese students, 

strengthening educational and cultural connections. Several Bhutanese student 

study in Indian universities in various disciplines. 

➢ Cultural and Buddhist Relations: 

✓ Cultural and Religious Ties: Bhutanese pilgrims travel to various religious sites in 

India, and cultural exchanges are facilitated. India and Bhutan have cooperated on 

the construction of Buddhist temples and other cultural activities. 

➢ Emerging Areas of Cooperation: 

✓ Digital Projects: New areas of collaboration include digital projects such as RuPay 

and BHIM app, enhancing financial linkages. Space cooperation is also developing 

with joint satellite projects. The India-Bhutan SAT was launched into space on 26 

November 2022 by ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). Inauguration of 

Ground Earth Station during visit of Chairman, ISRO also took place in March 2023. 

➢ COVID-19 Assistance: 
✓ Support During Pandemic: India provided essential medical supplies to Bhutan 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Vaccine Maitri Initiative led to the gifting of 

vaccines to Bhutan, enabling mass vaccination. 

➢ Indian Workforce in Bhutan: 

✓ Economic Interdependence: About 50,000 Indian citizens work in Bhutan, 

contributing to the country's economy and infrastructure projects. 

➢ Multilateral Partnership: 

✓ Both of them share multilateral forums such as South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC), BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay 

of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) etc. 
 

➢ Strategic Implications for India: 
✓ Recent 

developments in 

China-Bhutan 

relations have 

raised concerns 

about India's 

strategic interests, 

particularly in the 

Doklam tri- 

junction, where 

India, Bhutan, and 

China share a 

border. 

➢ Revived Chinese Claim on 

Bhutan's Eastern Region: 

✓ China has 
reasserted its claim to Bhutan's eastern area, Sakteng, situated alongside India's 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

✓ China has long considered Arunachal Pradesh as part of its territory, referred to as 

"South Tibet." 

CONCERNS IN INDIA REGARDING RECENT CHINA-BHUTAN DEVELOPMENTS: 
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✓ China's claims on Sakteng may be viewed as a tactic to exert pressure on Bhutan, 

potentially influencing its stance on the boundary matter and challenging India's 

sovereignty over Arunachal Pradesh. 

➢ Shifting Dynamics in the Region: 

✓ Bhutan has historically been a close ally of India, receiving economic and military 

support. 

✓ However, China's increasing economic and diplomatic engagement with Bhutan in 

recent years could potentially diminish India's influence in the region, raising 

concerns about changing regional dynamics. 
 

➢ Boosting Economic Collaboration: 
✓ India and Bhutan can enhance 

economic ties by promoting 

bilateral trade, investments, 

and sharing technical expertise 

in key sectors like 

infrastructure, tourism, and 

hydropower. 

➢ Addressing Chinese Concerns: 
✓ India should work on alleviating 

China's worries about its 

regional role through 

transparent and open dialogues 

with Bhutan and neighboring 

nations. 

➢ Peaceful Boundary Resolution: 
✓ India and Bhutan should focus on peacefully resolving their border disputes, 

fostering a trusting and harmonious border relationship. 

➢ Multilateral Engagement: 

✓ India can engage in constructive dialogues with China through multilateral 

platforms like BRICS and SCO, facilitating mutually agreeable solutions for regional 

issues. 

➢ Improved Connectivity: 

✓ India can help Bhutan improve its transportation networks, including roads and 

railways, to boost trade and tourism as Bhutan is one the buffer Country. 

➢ Enhanced Defense Cooperation: 

✓ India and Bhutan can strengthen defense ties by increasing joint military exercises 

and training, enhancing Bhutan's defense capabilities. 

➢ Environmental Partnership: 

✓ India and Bhutan can collaborate on environmental issues, sharing knowledge and 

expertise in sustainable development, climate change, and disaster management. 

➢ Cultural Exchanges: 

✓ Promoting exchanges of students, academics, and cultural groups between India 

and Bhutan will foster mutual understanding and strengthen people-to-people 

connections. 

WAY FORWARD: 
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SOURCE: THE HINDU 

 

A Qatari court handed down death sentences to eight Indian Naval veterans on charges of espionage. 

The trial was secretive, with little information on the charges or evidence, and the judgement hasn't 

been shared with India. 
 

➢ Unclear Charges: The precise charges against the eight Indian Navy officials remain 
unknown. 

➢ Alleged Espionage: 

Various  news 

reports suggest that 

they were arrested 

for allegedly leaking 

classified 

information related 

to a high-value 

Qatari submarine 

project. 

➢ Speculation on 

Recipient: There is 

speculation in some 

news reports that the recipient of the classified information was Israel. 
➢ Case Details: 

✓ Arrest Details: The Indian Embassy learned about their arrests in mid-September of 

the previous year. 

✓ Consular Access: The first consular access was granted on October 3, more than a 

month after their detention. 

✓ Solitary Confinement: While the specific charges were never publicly disclosed, the 

fact that the detainees were confined in solitary cells suggests possible security- 

related offenses. 
 

➢ Political Relations: 
✓ Close ties: India and Qatar share historically 

close relations, with regular high-level 

diplomatic engagements. 

✓ State Visits: HH Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al 

Thani's visit to India in 2015 was a milestone 

event. 

✓ Emphasis on partnership: The visit aimed to 

deepen cooperation in energy, investments, 

infrastructure, education, culture, and more. 

✓ Several agreements and MOUs signed during 

the visit covering various areas including transfer of sentenced persons and 

information technology. 

➢ Bilateral Agreements: 

INDIA-QATAR RELATIONS 

WHY IN NEWS? 

REASON FOR SENTENCING: 

INDIA – QATAR RELATION: 
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✓ India and Qatar signed a Defence Cooperation Agreement in 2008. 

✓ The Joint Defence Cooperation Committee (JDCC) conducts meetings to strengthen 

military ties. 

✓ India and Qatar have agreements, such as the 2015 "Transfer of Sentenced Persons" 

agreement, that could be invoked for repatriation of prisoners. 

➢ Defence Cooperation: 

✓ The defence relationship includes training, exchanges, and participation in military 

exercises. 

✓ Indian Naval  Ships 

have made goodwill 

visits  to Qatar, 

promoting 

cooperation   in 

maritime security. 

➢ Commercial Relations: 
✓ Economic growth: 

India's exports to 

Qatar have been on 

the rise, India's 

exports to Qatar were 

valued at just $1.97 

billion in FY2022-23. 

✓ Key exports include cereals, copper articles, iron and steel articles, vegetables, 

fruits, spices, and processed food products 

✓ Investment opportunities: Both countries are exploring investment avenues, 

particularly in infrastructural sectors. 

✓ The India-Qatar Business Forum facilitates business collaborations. 

➢ Cultural Relations: 

✓ Cultural exchanges: India's diverse cultural heritage is appreciated in Qatar. 

✓ Cultural cooperation agreement: Signed in 2012 to promote cultural exchange. 

✓ Celebration of International Day of Yoga (IDY) is a testament to the deepening 

cultural ties. 

➢ Indian Community: 

✓ Expatriate community: Indian nationals constitute the largest expatriate group in 

Qatar, engaged in various professions. 

✓ Labor cooperation: A Joint Working Group on Labor and Manpower Development 

supports the welfare of Indian workers in Qatar. 

✓ Appreciation for Indian workers: The Indian community is recognized for its 

contribution to Qatar's progress. 

✓ Labor reforms: Qatar has undertaken labor reforms to improve workers' conditions 

and rights. 
 

➢ India has strong ties with Qatar, including strategic and defense cooperation agreements. 
➢ India sources 40% of its LNG needs from Qatar and is a major source of imports, particularly 

raw materials for construction and fresh food. 

➢ 700,000 Indian expatriates play a vital role in Qatar's institutions, industry, and workforce. 

IMPORTANCE OF INDIA-QATAR RELATIONS: 
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➢ Diplomatic Response Needed: 
✓ India's government must act 

swiftly to support the Indian Naval 

veterans. 

✓ Diplomatic efforts should involve 

legal appeals and discussions with 

the Qatari leadership. 

✓ The highest levels of diplomacy, 

including the Indian PrimeMinister, 

should be activated if necessary. 
 

CHALLENGES IN PRESENT SITUATION 

➢ Diplomatic Challenge: 
✓ The situation poses a major diplomatic challenge for the Indian government, given 

the severity of the charges and the potential consequences for the accused 

individuals. 

➢ Secrecy and Lack of Transparency: 
✓ The trial was shrouded in secrecy, with limited information about the charges and 

evidence, which has raised concerns about due process and transparency. 

➢ Potential Impact on India-Qatar Relations: 

✓ The case has the potential to impact the strong and multifaceted relationship 

between India and Qatar, which includes strategic, defense, economic, and people- 

to-people ties. 

➢ Humanitarian Concerns: 

✓ The death sentences have raised humanitarian concerns, and there is a need to 

ensure that the accused individuals are given a fair and just legal process. 

➢ Strategic Leverage: 

✓ India's strategic ties with Qatar, including defense cooperation and agreements, 

provide opportunities for diplomatic efforts and negotiations. 

➢ Large Indian Expatriate Community: 

✓ The significant presence of Indian expatriates in Qatar, contributing to the country's 

institutions, industry, and workforce, adds to the complexity and sensitivity of the 

situation. 

➢ Rare Espionage Case: 

✓ This case is exceptional in the Gulf region, involving espionage by Indians, which 

further underscores its significance. 
 

The government must act swiftly to ensure that the Indian nationals sentenced to death in Qatar 

receive the best possible support in their legal appeals. This support should involve a multi-pronged 

approach: 

➢ Legal Appeals: 

✓ The government should work diligently through the legal appeals process to secure 

a fair trial and potentially commute the death sentences to jail terms. 

➢ Diplomatic Efforts: 

✓ Engaging in diplomatic negotiations and discussions with Qatari authorities is crucial. 

✓ The highest levels, including the Prime Minister, should be ready to intervene if 

necessary. 

WAY FORWARD 
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➢ Appealing for Clemency: 

✓ A strong case for clemency must be presented to the Qatari leadership, highlighting 

the value of preserving human lives and the principle of "no Indian left behind." 

➢ Focus on Humanitarian Concerns: 

✓ While geopolitical considerations may play a role, the government should emphasize 

that the lives of these men are a priority for India, irrespective of any other 

geopolitical issues. 

➢ Assurance of Support: 

✓ The Indian government must reassure its citizens abroad, especially the large Indian 

diaspora in the Gulf, that it is committed to protecting their interests and welfare. 
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SOURCE: THE HINDU 

 

➢ The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted by the National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO) has recently reported a decrease in the unemployment rate in urban areas of India 
during the period of April-June 2023. 

➢ Additionally, the labor force participation rate (LFPR) and the worker-population ratio (WPR) 
have improved during this period. 

 
➢ The LFPR in urban areas 

increased from 47.5% in April- 

June 2022 to 48.8% in April- 
June 2023. 

➢ The WPR in urban areas 

increased from 43.9% in April- 

June 2022 to 45.5%. 

➢ Unemployment rate (UR) in 

urban areas decreased from 

7.6% in April-June 2022 to6.6% 

in April-June 2023. 
 

➢ Establishment and Purpose 
✓ The NSSO was established in 1950, shortly after India gained independence, to fulfill 

the need for reliable and comprehensive data to inform policymaking and planning. 

✓ Its primary purpose is to collect data on various economic and social indicators through 

large-scale sample surveys. 

➢ Organizational Structure 
✓ The NSSO operates under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

(MoSPI), Government of India. 

✓ It has its headquarters in New Delhi and regional offices across the country to facilitate 

data collection. 
 

➢ ILO Definition 
▪ Unemployment, according to the International Labour Organization (ILO), involves being 

jobless, available for work, and actively seeking employment. 

▪ Importantly, individuals who are not actively looking for work are not classified as 

unemployed. 

▪ It is a significant socio-economic issue that affects individuals and the overall economy. 

➢ The Labour Force 

▪ The labour force consists of both those who are employed and those who are 

unemployed. 

▪ Individuals who do not fall into these categories, such as students or unpaid domestic 

workers, are categorized as being out of the labour force. 

URBAN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPS TO 6.6% IN Q1 

RECENT REPORT BY NSSO WITH DATA: 

WHY IN NEWS? 

ABOUT NSSO: 

WHAT IS UNEMPLOYMENT: 
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Type of Unemployment Description Example/Application 

Disguised 

Unemployment 

More people are employed than needed. 
It's prevalent in the agricultural and 
unorganized sectors of India. 

Farms with excess labor 
that doesn't increase 
output. 

Seasonal 

Unemployment 

Occurs during specific seasons of the year. 
Common among agricultural laborers in 
India. 

Farmworkers with work 
only during planting or 
harvest. 

Structural Arises from a mismatch between Job seekers lacking skills 

Unemployment available jobs and workers' skills, often 
due to inadequate education. 

required by available 
positions. 

Cyclical Unemployment Linked to economic cycles, rising during 
recessions and falling with economic 
growth. 

Typically found in 
capitalist  economies 
during economic 
downturns. 

Technological Job loss due to technological 
advancements. 

Predicted to rise due to 
automation, potentially 
affecting 69% of jobs in 
India. 

Unemployment 

Frictional 

Unemployment 

Occurs during job transitions or while 
seeking new employment. 

Individuals between jobs 
or seeking better 
opportunities. 

Vulnerable Employment Informal, unprotected work without 
proper job contracts. Common in India's 
informal sector. 

Workers without legal job 
protection or formal 
records. 

 

➢ Measuring unemployment in India is challenging due to the informal nature of jobs. 
➢ The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) in India adopts two primary measures: 

- Usual Principal and Subsidiary Status (UPSS) 

✓ UPSS defines an individual's employment status based on the activity they spent 

"relatively long time" on in the previous year. It may underestimate 

unemployment. 

- Current Weekly Status (CWS) 
✓ CWS uses a shorter reference period (a week) and counts an individual as employed 

if they worked for at least one hour on at least one day during the preceding seven 

days. 

➢ UPSS unemployment rates are usually lower than CWS rates because it's more likely for 

individuals to find work over a year than over a week. 
 

➢ Social Norms: 
✓ In developing economies, cultural norms may restrict people from actively 

searching for work, affecting the accuracy of unemployment data. 

➢ Informal Economy 
✓ The informal nature of jobs makes it difficult to define and measure unemployment 

accurately. 

➢ Short vs. Long Reference Periods 

TYPES OF UNEMPLOYMENT 

MEASURING OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN INDIA 

CHALLENGES IN MEASURING UNEMPLOYMENT 
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✓ Different reference periods can lead to variations in reported unemployment rates. 

➢ Skill Mismatch 

✓ Many job seekers lack skills that are in demand in the job market, leading to structural 

unemployment. 

➢ Population Growth 

✓ Rapid population growth adds to the challenge of creating enough jobs to meet the 

demand. 

➢ Underemployment 
✓ Many individuals are underemployed, working in jobs below their skill level. 

 

 

Scheme Name Description 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 

Provides guaranteed employment in rural 
areas. 

Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana 
(PMRPY) 

Incentivizes employers to generate 
employment opportunities for the youth. 

Skill India Mission Aims to provide skill training and enhance 
employability. 

 

➢ Standardized Measurement Criteria 
✓ Developing economies should strive for standardized unemployment measurement 

criteria that consider the unique characteristics of their labor markets while 

maintaining comparability with global standards. 

➢ Incorporate Informal Sector Data 
✓ Improved data collection methods should be implemented to capture informal 

sector employment accurately. 

✓ This may involve surveys, technology, and collaboration with local organizations. 

➢ Enhanced Education and Skills Development 

✓ To address structural unemployment, investing in education and skills development 

programs is essential. 

✓ It can align the workforce with evolving job market demands. 
 

 

SOURCE: INDIAN EXPRESS , 
 

➢ In the 2023 Global Hunger Index, India ranks 111th out of the 125 countries with sufficient 
data to calculate 2023 GHI scores. 

➢ With a score of 28.7 in the 2023 Global Hunger Index, India has a level of hunger that is 

serious. 
 

➢ The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is an annual report published by Concern Worldwide and 
Welthungerhilfe. 

➢ It is a tool designed to measure and track hunger globally, regionally, and nationally. 

➢ The GHI reflects multiple dimensions of hunger and changes over time. 

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES RELATED TO UNEMPLOYMENT 

WAY FORWARD: 

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 2023 

WHY IN NEWS? 

WHAT IS GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 
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Undernourishment: the share of the population 

whose caloric intake is insufficient 

➢ It aims to raise awareness about the fight against hunger. 

➢ It helps compare hunger levels between countries and regions. 

➢ The GHI highlights areas with the highest hunger levels and the need for more efforts to 

combat hunger. 
 

Each country’s GHI score is calculated based on a formula that combines four indicators that 

together capture the 

multidimensional nature of 

hunger: 

 
➢ Undernourishment 

✓ Measures inadequate 

food access, an 

important indicator of 

hunger. 

✓ Refers to the entire 

population, both 

children and adults. 

✓ Is used as a lead 

indicator  for 

international hunger 

reduction targets, 

including Sustainable 

Development Goal 2 

(Zero Hunger) 

➢ Child stunting & Child wasting 

✓ Go beyond calorie availability, 

consider aspects of diet quality 

and utilization. 

✓ Reflect children’s particular 

vulnerability to nutritional 

deficiencies. 

✓ Are sensitive to uneven 

distribution of food within the 

household. 

✓ Are used as nutrition indicators for SDG 2 (Zero Hunger). 
 
➢ Child mortality 

✓ Reflects that death is the most serious consequence of hunger, and children are the most 

vulnerable. 

✓ Improves the GHI’s ability to reflect deficiencies of essential vitamins and minerals. 

✓ Complements stunting and wasting, which only partially capture the mortality risk of 

undernutrition 
 

Child stunting: the share of children under the age of 
five who have low height for their age, reflecting 

chronic undernutrition 

Child wasting: the share of children under the age of 
five who have low weight for their height, reflecting 

acute undernutrition 

Child mortality: the share of children who die before 
their fifth birthday, reflecting in part the fatal mix of 
inadequate nutrition and unhealthy environments. 

HOW THE GHI IS CALCULATED 

HUNGER SITUATION IN INDIA 
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➢ In 2023, India's Global Hunger Index (GHI) score is 28.7, indicating a serious level of hunger on 

the GHI Severity of Hunger Scale. 

➢ This score is slightly better than its 2015 GHI score of 29.2, which was also considered serious. 

➢ It shows significant 

improvement compared to its 

alarming GHI scores in 2000 

(38.4) and 2008 (35.5). 

➢ In the 2023 GHI report, India is 

ranked 111th out of 125 

countries. 

➢ India has the highest child 

wasting rate in the report, at 

18.7 percent. 

➢ The child stunting rate inIndia 

is 35.5 percent. 

➢ The prevalence of 

undernourishment is 16.6 

percent. 

➢ The under-five mortality rate 

is 3.1 percent. 

How does India compare with its neighboring countries? 

 

 
 
 

Initiative Objective 

Eat Right India Movement Encourage citizens to make healthier food choices. 

POSHAN Abhiyan Reduce stunting, undernutrition, and anemia among 
children and women. 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 

Yojana 

Provide maternity benefits to women during pregnancy 
and lactation. 

Food Fortification Enhance the nutritional content of staple foods with key 
vitamins and minerals. 

National Food Security Act, 2013 Legally entitle a significant portion of the population to 
receive subsidized food grains. 

Mission Indradhanush Immunize children under 2 years of age and pregnant 
women against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE 

Country GHI Rank 
India 111 

Pakistan 102nd 
Bangladesh 81st 

Nepal 69th 

Sri Lanka 60th 

South Asia Average 27 (Score) 

Africa South of the Sahara 
Average 

27 (Score) 
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Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS) Scheme 

Offer a range of services, including nutrition, health 
education, and immunization, to children, pregnant 
women, and lactating mothers. 

 

 

➢ India has made efforts to address food and nutrition issues through initiatives like the 

National Food Security Act, Poshan Abhiyan (National Nutrition Mission), PM Garib Kalyan 

Yojna, and National Mission for Natural Farming. 

➢ However, there is still room for improvement, particularly in reducing child wasting and child 

stunting rates. 

➢ India's child wasting rate, at 18.7 percent, is the highest globally, and its child stunting rate, 

at 35.5 percent, is the 15th-highest. 

➢ To improve its GHI score and ranking, India needs to make more significant improvements 

than other countries in the report. 

➢ It's essential to note that GHI rankings should not be compared year to year, as they depend 

on various factors and conditions that can change over time. 
 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ At the recent SDG Summit in New York on September 18 and 19, world leaders expressed 

their concern about the slow progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

➢ They acknowledged that the world is currently on track to achieve only 15% of the 169 targets 

that constitute the 17 SDGs. 
 

➢ Sustainable development is defined as "development that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 
➢ This widely accepted definition was provided by the Brundtland Commission in its report 

"Our Common Future" in 1987. 

➢ Sustainable development aims to build an inclusive, sustainable, and resilient future for both 

people and the planet. 

Core Elements of Sustainable Development 

➢ Economic Growth: 

✓ Balancing economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection is 

essential. 

✓ Sustainable economic growth requires achieving livelihoods and employing 

suitable technology. 

➢ Environmental Sustainability: 

✓ Focuses on preserving and responsibly using natural resources, including 

environmental conservation, renewable energy investment, water conservation, 

sustainable mobility, and innovations in sustainable construction. 

➢ Social Sustainability: 

WHAT CHANGES WOULD BE NEEDED TO IMPROVE INDIA’S RANKING? 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT? 
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✓ Aims for global gender equality, human and community development, and the 

preservation of diverse cultures. 

✓ It strives for a reasonably distributed quality of life, healthcare, and education. 

➢ Economic Sustainability: 

✓ Seeks equal economic growth that benefits all without harming the environment. 

✓ It involves fair economic resource distribution and efforts to eradicate poverty in 

all its forms. 
 

➢ SDGs, established by 

the United Nations 

General Assembly in 

2015 through the 

"2030 Agenda" 

resolution, consist of 

17 global goals and 

169 targets. 

➢  Their overarching 

objectives include 

the elimination of 

all poverty forms 

and the realization of universal human rights and gender equality. 

 

 

Goal 1: 

No Poverty 

 

Goal 2: 

Goal Description 

✓ End poverty in all forms by ensuring equal rights to resources, 

essential services, and economic opportunities. 

✓ Build resilience to disasters. 

✓ End hunger, achieve food security, and promote sustainable 

Zero Hunger 

 

 

Goal 3: 

Good Health and Well- 

Being 

Goal 4: 

Quality Education 

 

Goal 5: 

Gender Equality 

 

 

Goal 6: 

Clean Water and 

Sanitation 

agriculture. 

✓  Increase agricultural productivity, maintain seed diversity, and 

prevent trade restrictions. 

✓ Ensure healthy lives and well-being for all. 

✓ Reduce maternal and child mortality, combat diseases, 

promote mental health, and provide universal health coverage. 

✓ Ensure inclusive, equitable, and quality education. 

✓ Provide free access to education, expand scholarships, and 

increase the number of qualified teachers. 

✓ Achieve gender equality and empower women and girls. 

✓ Eliminate discrimination and violence, end harmful practices, 

ensure equal rights to resources and economic opportunities, 

and promote women's participation in leadership. 

✓ Ensure sustainable water management. 

✓ Provide safe drinking water, end open defecation, improve 

water quality, and protect ecosystems. 

 

UN AGENDA 2030 – SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) 
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Goal 7: 

Affordable and Clean 

Energy 

✓ Ensure access to affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy 
by increasing the share of renewable energy. 

Goal 8: 

Jobs and Growth 

✓ Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic 

growth. 

✓ Enhance resource efficiency, provide full employment with 

equal pay, prevent modern slavery and child labor, protect 

labor rights, and ensure access to financial services. 

Goal 9: 

Industry, Innovation, 

and Infrastructure 

✓ Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive 

industrialization, and foster innovation. 

✓ Enhance access to financial services, support technology 

development, and ensure universal access to ICT. 

Goal 10: 

Reduced Inequality 

✓ Reduce income inequality within and among countries. 
✓ Promote inclusion, equal opportunities, and effective 

regulation of financial markets. 

Goal 11: 

Sustainable Cities and 

Communities 

✓ Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. 
✓ Provide affordable housing, protect cultural and natural 

heritage, reduce disaster risks, and promote green and public 

spaces. 

Goal 12: 

Responsible 

Consumption and 

Production 

✓ Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 
✓ Manage natural resources efficiently, reduce food waste, and 

manage chemicals and wastes responsibly. 

Goal 13: 

Climate Action 

✓ Combat climate change and its impacts by regulating emissions 

and promoting renewable energy. 

✓ Strengthen resilience, integrate climate measures, and 

enhance knowledge and capacity. 

✓ Implement the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. 

Goal 14: 

Life Below Water 

✓ Conserve and sustainably use oceans, seas, and marine 

resources. 

✓ Reduce marine pollution, support sustainable fishing, and end 

overfishing subsidies. 

Goal 15: 

Life on Land 

✓ Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems. 

✓ Conserve ecosystems, combat desertification, protect 

biodiversity, and eliminate poaching and invasive species. 

✓ Increase resources for sustainable forest management. 

Goal 16: 

Peace, Justice, and 

Strong Institutions 

✓ Promote peaceful societies, provide access to justice, combat 

crime and corruption, and build effective institutions. 

✓ Protect children, ensure rule of law, and develop transparent 

and responsive institutions. 
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Goal 17: ✓ Strengthen means of implementation and global partnerships 

Partnership for the 

Goals 

for sustainable development. 

✓ Assist in debt sustainability, invest in least-developed 

countries, promote knowledge sharing and sustainable 

technologies, and remove trade barriers for the least- 

developed countries 

 

➢ Since 2018, NITI Aayog 

has been releasing the 

SDG India Index every 

year." Last edition was in 

2021. 

➢ This index has been 

consistently tracking and 

ranking the progress 

made by different States 

and Union Territories in 

India concerning the 

achievement of the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). 

➢ Over the years, this index has become a crucial tool for monitoring SDG progress within the 

country. 

➢ It has also encouraged a healthy sense of competition among the various States and Union 

Territories as they strive to make progress on the SDGs. 
 

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 
 

➢ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved an increase in 

Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for Rabi crops for the financial year 2024-25. 

➢ The primary Rabi crop, wheat, sees a ₹150 per quintal increase, reaching a new price 

of ₹2,275. 
 

➢ The Minimum Support Price (MSP) is the rate at which the government procures 
crops from farmers to safeguard them from significant drops in agricultural prices. 

➢ It is based on a calculation of at least one-and-a-half times the cost of production 

incurred by the farmers. 

INDIA’S ACHIEVEMENTS OVER SDGS 

MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICES (MSP) 

WHY IN NEWS? 

WHAT IS MSP? 
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➢ It is determined by the government following recommendations from the 

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and is typically declared at the 

start of the planting season. 
 

➢ The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) recommends MSPs for 22 
mandated crops and 

➢ Fair and remunerative price (FRP) for sugarcane is determined by the Department of 

Food & Public Distribution. 

➢ The MSP for Toria is determined based on the MSP of Rapeseed/Mustard seed, and 

the MSP for De-Husked coconut is based on the MSP of Copra. 

➢ CACP is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 
 

Category Crops 

Kharif Crops (14) Paddy, Bajra, Jowar, Maize, Arhar (Pigeon Pea), Ragi, 

Moong (Green Gram), Groundnut-in-shell, Urad 

(Black Gram), Soyabean, Niger seed, Sunflower, 

Sesamum, Cotton 

Rabi Crops (6) Barley, Wheat, Gram, Rapeseed/Mustard seed, 

Masur (Lentil), Jute 

Other Commercial Crops 
(2) 

Copra, Safflower 

➢ Recent Varied MSP Increases for Different Crops: 

✓ The highest MSP increase, in comparison to the previous year, is observed for 

lentils (masur) at ₹425 per quintal, resulting in a new price of ₹6,425 per 

quintal. 

✓ This is followed by rapeseed and mustard with a ₹200 per quintal increase, 

establishing a new MSP at ₹5,650 per quintal. 
 

➢ MSP was first introduced in India in the early 1960s as part of the Green 
Revolution strategy. 

➢ It aimed to incentivize farmers to adopt modern agricultural practices and ensure 

food security for the nation. 

➢ MSP initially covered only a few staple crops, primarily wheat and rice. 

➢ Over the years, the list of crops under MSP expanded to include a variety of kharif 

and rabi crops. 

➢ The pricing mechanism has evolved to encompass more crops and factor in 

various cost components. 
 

➢ Calculation Factors: 
✓ MSP is determined by factoring in elements such as production costs, market 

dynamics, input prices, and desired profit margins, following 

recommendations from the Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices 

(CACP). 

CROPS UNDER MSP 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

FEATURES OF MSP: 
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➢ Stockpile Development: 

✓ To ensure food security and manage price stability, the government 

frequently procures crops at MSP to create stockpiles with various 

applications. 

➢ Farmer Protection: 

✓ MSP operates as a 

protective   shield 

for  farmers, 

particularly during 

adverse weather 

conditions, periods 

of low  market 

prices, or market 

imperfections, 

offering    them 

reliability and 

price security. 

➢ Price Security: 
✓ MSP offers farmers 

the security of a 

minimum price for 

their crops, 

allowing them to 

plan their agricultural activities without concerns about price volatility. 

➢ Government Commitment: 

✓ The government, along with designated agencies, commits to purchasing 

specific crops from farmers at 

the stated MSP, reducing price 

risks and uncertainty for 

farmers. 

➢ Crop Inclusivity: 

✓ MSP covers a diverse range of 

crops, including cereals, 

pulses, oilseeds, and 

commercial crops, ensuring 

that a wide spectrum of 

farmers benefit from the policy. 

➢ Pre-Season Announcement: 
✓ MSP is typically declared before the planting season, empowering farmers to 

make informed choices about crop selection based on expected returns. 
 

➢ Excessive Procurement and Stockpiling: 

Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices 

(CACP) 

 
 CACP is part of the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare in India. 

 It was established in January 1965 and consists of 

a Chairman, Member Secretary, one Official 

Member, and two Non-Official Members with 

farming backgrounds. 

 CACP recommends minimum support prices 

(MSPs) to encourage modern farming techniques 

and boost grain production to meet changing 

demand. 

 Stable and profitable pricing is crucial for 

enhancing agricultural productivity due to the 

inherent market instability, which can result in 

losses for farmers, even with advanced technology. 

ISSUES WITH MSP 
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