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JEWELS OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 

                                                                           G20 SUMMIT  
SOURCE: G20, THE INDIAN EXPRESS 

WHY IN NEWS? 
 Leaders from the world's most influential countries are converging in New Delhi for the 18th 

G20 Summit of Heads of State and Government scheduled for September 9-10. 

 This summit marks the conclusion of India's year-long presidency of the G20, and it will end 

with the approval of a G20 Leaders' Declaration. 

  This declaration will express the commitment of the participating leaders to the discussed 

and agreed-upon priorities. 

             G20  
ORIGIN: 

 The G20 originated in 1999 in response to the Asian financial crisis, serving as a platform for 

Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors to deliberate on worldwide economic and 

financial matters.  

 Following the global 

economic and financial 

crisis of 2007, it was 

elevated to include Heads 

of State/Government, and 

in 2009, it was officially 

recognized as the foremost 

forum for international 

economic collaboration. 

MEMBER COUNTRIES: 
 The G20, or Group of 

Twenty, is an international 

forum made up of 19 

nations, which are 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 

Canada, China, France, 

Germany, India, Indonesia, 

Italy, Japan, Republic of 

Korea, Mexico, Russia, 

Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, and the European Union. 

 
PRESIDENCY AND TROIKA:  
 The presidency of the G20 rotates every year among members.  

 The country currently holding the presidency, along with the preceding and succeeding 

presidency-holders, collaborates as the 'Troika' to maintain the continuity of the G20's 

agenda. 

 

 

 

https://www.g20.org/en/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/upi-for-g20-delegates-to-credit-platform-india-to-showcase-digital-infra-8926420/


  

FUNCTIONING OF G20: 
The G20 is comprised of two key tracks: the Finance Track and the Sherpa Track. 
  
The Finance Track is led by Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors from member 

nations. 
The Sherpa Track, on the other hand, is directed by the Sherpas of member countries, who act 

as personal envoys of their respective leaders.  
The Sherpa Track supervises the work of 13 Working Groups, 2 Initiatives (Research 

Innovation Initiative Gathering and G20 Empower), and numerous Engagement Groups. 
 

             18th G20 SUMMIT and INDIA’s PRESIDENCY  
 India currently holds the G20 Presidency from December 1, 2022, to November 30, 2023. 

The final New Delhi Summit in September of the following year will host an unprecedented 43 

Heads of Delegations.  

 A new working group on 

Disaster Risk Reduction will 

be established under India's 

Presidency. 

 India’s special invitee guest 

countries are Bangladesh, 

Egypt, Mauritius, 

Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman, 

Singapore, Spain and UAE. 

 G-20’s invited international 

organisations are UN, IMF, 

World Bank, WHO, WTO, 

ILO, FSB, OECD, AU Chair, 

NEPAD Chair, ASEAN Chair, 

ADB, ISA and CDRI. 

“India's G20 Presidency will 
work to promote this universal sense of one-ness. Hence our theme - 'One Earth, One 
Family, One Future'” – PM Narendra Modi 

 
   INDIA’S G20 PRIORITIES 

 Climate Change & Sustainability: 

Promoting the LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) 
movement to encourage environmentally-
conscious practices. 

It is striving to launch transformative initiatives for a 
cleaner, more sustainable future during the 
"Amrit Kaal" period, spanning India's 75th to 
100th independence anniversary, for a modern, 
inclusive, and prosperous society. 

 Accelerated, Inclusive & Resilient Growth: 

Integration of MSMEs in global trade, advocating 
labour rights, global skills gap, agriculture value 
chains. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEME: The theme of 

India's G20 Presidency, 

"Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam" or "One 

Earth · One Family · One 

Future," is derived from 

the ancient Sanskrit 

text of the Maha 

Upanishad. 



  

 Progress on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

Focusing on reaffirming G20's commitment to achieving the SDG targets by 
2030.Acknowledging the impact of COVID-19 on the 2030 Agenda. 

 
 Technological Transformation & Digital Public Infrastructure: 

Facilitating knowledge-sharing in digital public infrastructure, financial inclusion, and tech-
enabled development across various sectors. 

 
 Reformed Multilateralism: 

Advocating for more accountable, inclusive, just, equitable, and representative multilateral 
institutions that are suitable for addressing 21st-century challenges. 

 Women-led Development: Promoting women's empowerment and representation. 

                                               CULTURE CORRIDOR AT G20 
The Culture Corridor - G20 Digital Museum was conceptualized by the Ministry of Culture to 

represent and honour the common heritage of G20 members and invited nations. This project is 

based on the Culture Working Group's (CWG) and India's G20 theme, "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam." 

 

 An international initiative called the Culture Corridor - G20 Digital Museum was planned for 

the G20 Leaders' Summit in India. On September 9, 2023, this exhibition was presented at 

Bharatmandapam, the location of the G20 Leaders' 

Summit, and then made available to the general public. 

 This Culture Corridor - G20 Digital Museum, which is 

intended to be a G20 legacy project, is a first-of-its-kind 

collaborative project that has invited involvement from 

G20 countries to establish a "museum in the making." 

 The Culture Corridor will provide an effective forum for advancing information exchange, 

inclusion, and equality, as well as for building a feeling of shared identity. It will also serves 

to promote understanding and appreciation of various cultural manifestations. 

 

 RIGVEDA: The Rigveda is one of the oldest religious scriptures in the world and is said to 
have been written more than 3,000 years ago in ancient India.  

 ASHTADHYAYI: An old Sanskrit grammar treatise called "Ashtadhyayi" was written by the 
Indian grammarian Panini. It is one of the most important and influential books on grammar 
and linguistics in both the history of the globe and India. 

 MONA LISA: Leonardo da Vinci, a well-known Italian painter, created the "Mona Lisa." He is 
regarded as one of the greatest Renaissance artists. 

 GUTENBERG BIBLE: The 42-line Bible, sometimes referred to as the Gutenberg Bible, is one 
of the most well-known and important books to have ever been printed. Johannes 
Gutenberg, a German blacksmith, goldsmith, printer, and publisher, is credited with printing 
the Gutenberg Bible. 

 MEXICO’S COATLICUE: In Aztec mythology, Coatlicue is a significant deity whose name is 
frequently translated as "Serpent Skirt" or "Serpent Her Skirt." 

 MAGNA CARTA OF UK: The Magna Carta, also known as "Magna Carta Libertatum" (the 
Great Charter of Liberties), is a historical document that was essential in the creation of 
British constitutional law and individual rights. 

 
 
 
 

     CULTURE CORRIDOR: 

              ITEMS AT DISPLAY: 



  

 

 FAHUA LIDDED JAR FROM CHINA: Known also as "Fahua zhiwen," the Fahua lidded jar is a 
kind of ceramic vase that was created in China during the Yuan dynasty (1271–1368) and 
later rose to prominence during the Ming dynasty (1368–1644). 

 

G20 LEADERS SUMMIT ADOPT NEW DELHI DECLARATION 
 The G20 summit, held under India's presidency and chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, has officially embraced the Delhi Declaration. 

 PM Modi commended the Sherpas and ministers for their efforts in establishing a 
consensus amongst member nations during the two-day summit in New Delhi, where 
leaders from the world's major economies gathered. 

 Peace and Conflict Resolution: 
 Express deep concern about the human suffering caused by wars and conflicts, 

particularly addressing the situation in Ukraine. 

 Emphasize adherence to the UN Charter's principles, including refraining from using 

force for territorial gains. 

 

 Combating Terrorism and Money Laundering: 
 Condemn terrorism in all its forms, including those driven by xenophobia, racism, or 

religious extremism. 

 Address concerns about the illegal trade of small arms and light weapons, promoting 

international collaboration in tackling this issue. 

 Commit to supporting the resource needs of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and 

its regional bodies to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 Economy and Climate: 
 Urge reforms of international financial institutions and efforts to manage debt 

vulnerabilities in low and middle-income countries. 

 Plan to exchange tax-related information on cryptocurrency assets by 2027. 

 Global Economic Growth: 
 Emphasize the importance of well-coordinated monetary, fiscal, financial, and 

structural policies. 

 Welcome initiatives by the Financial Stability Board (FSB) and other bodies to learn 

from recent banking challenges. 

 Multilateral Development Banks: 
 Stress the importance of improving multilateral development banks (MDBs) for more 

effective results. 

 Support the implementation of recommendations from the G20 Independent Review of 

MDBs Capital Adequacy Frameworks (CAFs). 

 Cross-border Payments: 
 Reaffirm the commitment to achieving global goals for faster, more affordable, and 

transparent cross-border payments by 2027. 

 Welcome discussions on the potential impact of Central Bank Digital Currencies 

(CBDCs) on cross-border payments and the international monetary system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

WHY IN NEWS? 

SUMMARY OF KEY EVENTS OF G20 

EVENT  OUTCOME 

Permanent 
membership status to 
African Union in G20 

In a historic move, the G20 grants African Union permanent 
membership, promoting inclusivity. 

G20 Delhi leaders’ 
declaration 

Prime Minister Modi proudly declares G20 New Delhi Leaders' 
Declaration, highlighting unity and commitment. 

Ukraine-Russia conflict 
was addressed 

The declaration emphasized the Russia-Ukraine conflict's 
impact on global stability. 

Global Biofuel 
Alliance launch 

PM Modi initiated the Global Biofuel Alliance, urging G20 nations 
to adopt a global 20% ethanol-petrol blending 
standard. 

India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor 

Leaders launched the India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor, a substantial rail and shipping connectivity initiative, 
promoting economic integration among different regions. 

Commitment to WTO 
Reforms 

G20 leaders affirmed their dedication to overhaul the WTO 
dispute resolution system by 2024. 

Commitment to Cross-
Border Payments 

Promoting faster, transparent, and inclusive cross-border 
payments 

 

WAY FORWARD 
 Leading the G20 presents a year-long chance to demonstrate India's significance as a 

diplomatic and economic powerhouse, as well as to promote increased investment and trade 

with the world's most populous nation. 

 By convening meetings for Global South nations in conjunction with G20 gatherings, India has 

assumed the role of representing the previously marginalized Global South, giving them a 

voice on the global stage. 

 India has officially transferred the G20 presidency to Brazil. The upcoming G20 summit in 

2024 will be hosted in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva assuming 

the role of presidency. 

WORLD HERITAGE SITES 
SOURCE: THE HINDU,  THE HINDU 

 

 Santiniketan on UNESCO’S world Heritage list
 Santiniketan, a place where Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore established Visva-

BharatiUniversity over a century ago, has received the honour of being included in 
UNESCO's World Heritage List.

 This decision was made during the 45th session of the World Heritage Committee, 
which took place in Saudi Arabia.


 World Heritage Tag to Hoysala Temples 
 The UNESCO World Heritage Sites designation was granted to the Hoysala temples 

located in Belur, Halebid, and Somanathapur in Karnataka. 
 The Chennakeshava temple in Belur and the Hoysaleshwara temple in Halebid, both 

situated in Hassan district, had been under UNESCO's tentative list since 2014.  
 Subsequently, the Keshava temple in Somanathapur, located in Mysuru district, was 

added to the tentative list. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indias-santiniketan-inscribed-on-unesco-world-heritage-list/article67318688.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/three-hoysala-temples-of-karnataka-inscribed-as-unesco-world-heritage-sites/article67321126.ece


  

HISTORY OF SANTINIKETAN: 

 Shantiniketan is a locality situated within the Bolpur town, part of the Bolpur subdivision in 

the Birbhum district of West Bengal, India.  

 This area was initially founded by Maharshi Devendranath Tagore and subsequently 

developed and expanded by his son, Rabindranath Tagore.  

 Rabindranath Tagore's first encounter with Shantiniketan occurred on January 27, 1878, when 

he was a youthful 17-year-old. 

  In 1888, Rabindranath's father, 

Debendranath Tagore, made a significant 

gesture by dedicating the entire property to 

the establishment of a Brahma Vidyalaya 

through a formal trust deed. This marked 

the beginning of the institution's journey. 

 In 1901, Rabindranath initiated a 

Brahmacharya ashrama at the location, and 

it later became known as Patha Bhavana 

from the year 1925 onwards. 

  In 1913, Rabindranath Tagore achieved international recognition by winning the Nobel Prize 

in Literature, a remarkable achievement that added to the illustrious legacy of the Tagore 

family.  

 The Tagore family had long been prominent contributors to the cultural and social 

enrichment of Bengal, spanning various fields of activity. 

 In 1921, Rabindranath Tagore took a significant step by founding Visva Bharati, which was 

later designated as a central university and declared an institute of national importance in 

1951. 

  This institution played a pivotal role in fostering education, culture, and art in India. 

 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE AND HIS IDEA OF EDUCATION: 

 
 HOLISTIC EDUCATION: 

 Since the inception of its formation, Santiniketan was thoughtfully shaped by 

Rabindranath Tagore in accordance with the ideals of humanism, internationalism, 

and a commitment to fostering a sustainable environment. 

 FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION: 

 Tagore aimed to 

create an educational 

atmosphere at 

Santiniketan where 

students could 

experience a sense of 

freedom, even within 

the structured 

confines of a school.  

 He personally 

understood the 

challenges of traditional classroom settings, having left school due to feeling stifled 

and unable to think freely within the confines of four walls. 

 

 

 



  

 ARTS AND SCIENCES: 

 Visva Bharati University provides a diverse range of academic programs spanning 

various fields, including humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, fine arts, music, 

performing arts, education, agricultural science, and rural reconstruction. 

 Among its academic offerings, the university's art college, known as Kala Bhavan, has 

earned a global reputation as one of the premier institutions for art education. 

 SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

 Rabindranath Tagore's educational philosophy emphasized that the purpose of 

education should be to nurture spiritual growth and cultivate a deep sense of inner 

harmony in individuals.  

 CONNECTION WITH NATURE: 

 The curriculum at Santiniketan included nature walks and field trips, and it placed a 

strong emphasis on observing and understanding natural phenomena. Students were 

actively encouraged to study the life cycles of insects, birds, and plants. 

  In addition to conventional subjects, vocational education was also given importance. 

 FLEXIBLE CLASSROOM: 

 Adaptable class timetables were designed to accommodate changes in weather 

conditions and the seasonal festivals that Rabindranath Tagore personally devised for 

the students. 

ABOUT THE HOYSALA TEMPLES: 

 CHENNAKESAVA TEMPLE, BELUR 

 The Chennakeshava Temple, also 

known as Keshava, Kesava, or 

Vijayanarayana Temple. 

 It is a 12th-century Hindu temple 

located in the Hassan district of 

Karnataka, India. 

 It was commissioned by King 

Vishnuvardhana in 1117 CE and is 

situated on the banks of the Yagachi River in Belur, which was an early capital of the 

Hoysala Empire. 

 

 The temple is dedicated to Chennakeshava, a form of the Hindu god Vishnu. 

 According to Dhaky, a renowned scholar of Indian temple architecture and temple 

history, this temple represents a period deep spiritual devotion to Sri Vaishnavism, 

particularly under the influence of Ramanujacharya.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 HOYSALESWARA TEMPLE, HALEBID 

 The Hoysaleswara Temple, also known 

as the Halebidu Temple, is a 12th-

century Hindu temple in the town of 

Halebidu, located in the state of 

Karnataka, India.  

 This magnificent temple is dedicated to 

Lord Shiva and is the largest 

monument in Halebidu, which was 

once the capital of the Hoysala Empire.  

 It was commissioned by King Vishnuvardhana of the Hoysala Empire and is situated by 

a large man-made lake. 

 The Hoysaleswara Temple is unique as it is a twin-temple, featuring Hoysaleswara and 

Santaleswara Shiva lingas, representing both the masculine and feminine aspects of 

Lord Shiva. 

 
 CHENNAKESAVA TEMPLE, SOMANATHPURA 

 The Chennakesava Temple, also known as 

Chennakeshava Temple or Keshava 

Temple. 

 It is a Hindu temple dedicated to Lord 

Vishnu and situated on the banks of the 

River Kaveri in Somanathapura, Karnataka, 

India.  

 This temple, with its rich architectural and cultural significance, was consecrated in the 

year 1258 CE by Somanatha Dandanayaka, a military general in the service of King 

Narasimha III of the Hoysala dynasty. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF HOYSALA ARCHITECTURE: 

 The Vesara architectural style, which had its origins during the time of the Badami Chalukyas 

in the 7th century, 

 Later it underwent significant development and refinement during the Western Chalukya era 

in the 11th century.  

 

 The unique characteristics of Hoysala architecture started taking shape during the reign of 

King Vishnuvardhana (circa 1111–1152 CE). 

  The construction of the Chennakesava Temple in Belur can be considered the inception of this 

architectural style. 

  However, its peak development and refinement were achieved during the rule of King Ballala 

II (1173–1220 CE) and King Veera Ballala III (1292–1343 CE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

VESARA ARCHITECTURE: 
Features: 

1. STELLATE PLAN: 
One of the standout characteristics of Hoysala temples is 

their unique star-shaped or stellate base, upon 
which the temple's main structure is built. 

 This base is characterized by numerous points or 
projections, lending the temples an enchanting and 
captivating appearance. 

2. VIMANA: 
The vimana, which refers to the tower of Hoysala 

temples, is typically more modest in terms of height when compared to the towers 
seen in certain other South Indian temple styles.  

The vimana often adopts a pyramidal or shikara-like 
shape. 

3. INTRICATE CARVINGS: 
Hoysala temples frequently feature intricate 

entranceways adorned with elaborate lintels and 
sculptural embellishments.  

These doorways often depict scenes and narratives 
from Hindu epics such as the Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. 

4. MANTAPA AND PILLARS: 
Mantapa is characterized by two distinct roof 

types: domical ceilings, which resemble 
domes and are upheld by four pillars, and 
square ceilings, lavishly adorned with 
mythological depictions. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1RAMAYANA PAINTINGS 

Figure 2Figure 2stellate plan 



  

Women Reservation Bill 

Source: The Times of India 

Why in News? 

 President Droupadi Murmu has given her assent to the women's reservation bill that was 
cleared by both houses of Parliament during Special Session. 

NARI SHAKTI VANDAN ADHINIYAM BILL 2023 

 It's indeed a historic moment as the Nari Shakti Adhiniyam Bill Women's Reservation Bill of 

2023, officially titled The Constitution (One Hundred Twenty-Eighth Amendment) Bill, 2023, 

has been passed in Parliament with nearly unanimous support. 

 The Women's Reservation Bill in India aims to allocate a designated portion of seats in both 

the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies specifically for women. 

 Its main objective is to bolster the political representation of women and promote their 

active involvement in shaping important government decisions at the highest levels. 

 

KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL: 

 Reservation for women:  
 The Bill reserves one-third of all 

seats for women in Lok Sabha, 

state legislative assemblies, 

and the Legislative Assembly of 

the National Capital Territory 

of Delhi. (Not applicable for 

Rajya Sabha or Legislative 

Councils) 

 This will also apply to the seats 

reserved for SCs and STs in Lok 

Sabha and state legislatures.   

 Commencement of reservation:  

 The reservation will be effective 

after the census conducted 

after the commencement of 

this Bill has been published.   

 Based on the census, delimitation will be undertaken to reserve seats for women.  

 The reservation will be provided for a period of 15 years.  

 However, it shall continue till such date as determined by a law made by Parliament.  

 Rotation of seats:  

 Seats reserved for women will be rotated after each delimitation, as determined by a 

law made by Parliament.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMENDMENTS Necessary: 

 Amendments to Article 239AA: Special 

provisions for Delhi. 

 The bill proposed three new articles: 330A 

and 332A for women's reservation in Lok 

Sabha and state legislative assemblies, and 

334A with a 15-year limit for this policy. 

 To implement reservations, changes are 

needed in Article 82 and Article 170(3) of the 

Constitution. 

 Article 82 deals with adjusting the number 

and boundaries of constituencies in Lok Sabha 

and state Assemblies after each Census. 

 Article 170(3) pertains to the composition of 
state Legislative Assemblies. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/president-murmu-gives-nod-to-womens-reservation-bill-nari-shakti-vandan-adhiniyam-becomes-an-act/articleshow/104044749.cms?from=mdr


  

BACKGROUND: 
TIMELINE: 

1931: Begum Shah Nawaz and Sarojini Naidu wrote to the British PM, emphasizing women's full 

political equality in the new Constitution. 

1947: The Constituent Assembly rejected women's reservation, believing democracy would ensure 

representation. 

1971: The 1971 Committee on the Status of Women in India reported declining political 

representation of women, with most opposing reservations in legislative bodies but favouring them in 

local bodies. 

1988: The National Perspective Plan for Women proposes implementing reservations for women from 

the grassroots level in panchayats to the highest level in Parliament.  

1992: The 73rd and 74th amendments to the Indian Constitution mandate: 

 One-third of seats reserved for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

 One-third of chairperson offices reserved in Panchayati Raj Institutions and urban local bodies. 

 One-third of these reserved seats are specifically for Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe 

women. 

 In certain states, there's a 50% reservation for women in local bodies. 

1996:  

 The 81st Amendment Bill was introduced proposing 33% reservation in Lok Sabha and State 

Legislative Assemblies. Failed to pass. 

 After the bill was rejected by the House, it was sent to a Joint Parliamentary Committee led by 

Geeta Mukherjee.  

 The committee's report was submitted to the Lok Sabha in December 1996. Unfortunately, the 

bill became invalid due to the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

2008: The 108th Amendment Bill was introduced seeking one-third reservation.  

 The Women's Reservation Bill of 2023 mentions that a committee of influential Members of 

Parliament reviewed the Constitution (81st Amendment) Bill.  

 This committee included well-known figures such as Mamata Banerjee, Sushma Swaraj, Uma 

Bharti, Sharad Pawar, Nitish Kumar, and Vijay Bhaskar Reddy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BILL: 

 

1. Increased credibility of the law-making bodies: 

Framing policies and legislations for women without ensuring their participation undermines 
their legitimacy. 

2. Increased political participation of women:  

 Increased women's representation in decision-making and politics with opportunities 

equal to men and empowering them. 

 It can bring gender parity in politics. 

3. New perspective to Lawing-making: 

 Having gender diversity in decision-making bodies, including legislatures, often results 

in improved governance and decision-making because of diverse viewpoints and 

experiences  

 Enhancing awareness of gender-related concerns during the process of creating 

legislation. 

 Better addressing of gender violence and crimes related to women. 

4. Challenging patriarchal mindsets: 

 Changing stereotypes and perceptions about women’s capabilities like they are only fit 

for pink-collar jobs i.e., beauty industry, nursing,, teaching, secretarial work, or child 

care. 

 Can help women secure top positions in governance like Prime Minister.  

5. Reduction in criminalisation of politics: 

In the current Lok Sabha, 159 Members of Parliament have disclosed serious criminal charges 
against them, including offenses like rape, murder, attempted murder, kidnapping, and 
crimes against women. 

6. Ethical imperative: 

Women constitute nearly 50% of the population, they must receive the resources and benefits 
in proportion to this. 

7. Female voter participation: 

 Increased female voter participation aligns political representation with women's voting 
trends, which have been consistently rising in elections. 

8. Women tend to be more conscientious, effective, and less susceptible to political 

opportunism. 

9. Women Role Models and Leadership: 

Like Indira Gandhi, Sushma Swaraj can inspire women to take up roles in politics. 
10. Women leadership is consistently associated with better performance: 

An assessment of the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana reveals that constituencies led by 
women have a significantly lower share of unfinished road projects, with a 22-percentage 
point difference. Women leadership can raise economic performance by 1.8% every year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH THE BILL: 

No OBC representation: The Bill does not offer distinct reservations for OBC women, despite their 

substantial representation within the female population. 

1. No provision for reservation in Rajya Sabha and Legislative Councils. 

2. Less allocation of party tickets:  

 Despite party constitutions' promises, data indicates that women candidates receive a 

disproportionately lower number of party tickets, often relying on familial political 

connections. 

 The idea that women candidates have lower chances of winning elections hinders 

their selection for party tickets. 

3. Emotionally challenging: They may experience humiliation, abuse, and threats, which further 

complicate their participation. 

4. Dual burden:   

Women still have to decide their priorities between household work and other responsibilities. 
5. Motherhood penalty- 

 Women in most of their prime age spend on family and motherhood-related issues after which 
they become dependent on others with restricted choices. 

6. Furtherance of gender discrimination: 

This approach could perpetuate the current gender imbalances by implying that women are not 
being assessed on their merits and qualifications. 

7. Against the principle of equality: 

 Seat reservations for women could be seen as conflicting with the Constitution's equality 
assurance. 

8. Fear of proxy representations: 

There are worries that women might be employed as substitutes by male family members, 
mirroring the situation seen in panchayats (local governments). 

Ex-Pradhan Pati 
9. Shortcomings of existing provisions: 

Though women have been provided reservations in local governments nearly 3 decades ago, 
this could not escalate into women's participation in higher levels of government. 

10. Fear of unequal benefits: 

Even among women those belonging to affluent sections might get the benefits. 
Also, women with lower levels of education might not get benefitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

STATUS OF WOMEN REPRESENTATION IN POLITICS IN 
INDIA: 
 

1. As per the 2022 Global Gender Gap Report, India 

is positioned 48th out of 146 countries. 

2. At present, 15% of Lok Sabha members and 13% 

of Rajya Sabha members are women. 

3. Among political parties with over 10 seats in Lok 

Sabha, 42% of BJD MPs and 39% of TMC MPs are 

women. In Rajya Sabha, 17% of INC MPs are 

women. 

4. The TMC and BJD parties had the highest 

percentage of female candidates.  

5. Reservations have been increased to 50% in 

states such as Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Maharashtra, 

Orissa, Rajasthan, Tripura, and Uttarakhand in 

local governments. 

6. Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal had the most 

women parliamentarians, each with eleven 

representatives, while Maharashtra had eight women MPs in 2019. 

7. Average share of women MLAs in State legislatures (2008-2018): 

Rajasthan: 13.8% 

West Bengal: 12.5% 

Haryana: 12.2% 

Chhattisgarh: 11.9% 

Madhya Pradesh: 11.7% 

Kerala:7.9% 

Andhra Pradesh: 8% 

Karnataka 4.5% 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

STATUS OF WOMEN REPRESENTATION IN POLITICS GLOBALLY: 

 The average share of women parliamentarians worldwide is around 24%. 

SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES: 

As of August 2023, Finland, among 
the Nordic countries, stands out 
with the highest number of 
female prime ministers, totalling 
three. 

Sanna Marin, the former Prime 
Minister of Finland, made 
history in 2019 when she was 
sworn in as the world's youngest 
sitting head of state. 

 ASIA: 

In South Asia, Nepal leads in terms 
of women's political 
participation, boasting a 

33% representation rate. 
Among East Asian nations, Taiwan 

holds the top position with the 
highest proportion 

of women in Parliament, standing at 
38.0%. 

 RWANDA: 

According to the 2019 Inter-Parliamentary Union Report, Rwanda led the way globally in long-
term representation with 61.3%, followed by Cuba at 53.2%. 

 Some countries, such as France, Korea, and Nepal, have introduced high quotas, like 50% of 

candidate lists, within their parties. 

 Argentina, Mexico, and Costa Rica are examples of countries with party quota laws and more 

than 36% female representation in their national legislatures. 

 South Africa stands out with 44.8% of its National Assembly comprised of women, making it 

noteworthy. 

WAY FORWARD: 

1. “For me, a better democracy is a democracy where women do not only have the right to vote 

and to elect but to be elected.”—Michelle Bachelet, head of UN Women, former president 

and defence minister of Chile. 

2. Emphasize that women's reservation is a matter of gender justice, rectifying gender 

imbalances, and ensuring equal participation in decision-making. 

3. Highlight successful women leaders as role models, showcasing their contributions to 

governance and society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

4. Provide training and educational programs to empower women to actively participate in 

politics. 

5. “Empowerment of women leads to development of a good family, good society and, 

ultimately, a good nation.”- Abdul Kalam 

6. Study and learn from other countries that have successfully implemented gender quotas and 

reservations in politics. 

7. Engagement of all stakeholders:  

Susan Ferguson, Country Representative of UN Women India, called it a "bold" and 
"transformative" step, emphasizing the importance of political representation for women's 
long-term empowerment, while hoping that the proposed Bill will be supported by all 
stakeholders, including Members of Parliament and civil society and family. 



  

                      PRISON REFORMS 

WHY IN NEWS? 

WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS RELATING TO PRISONS IN INDIA? 

 

 

   

 

    
 
 
 

 
   SOURCE: THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THE ECONOMIC TIMES , MoHA 
 

 According to the Supreme Court Committee on Prison Reforms, the conditions in prisons 
all 

over the nation's housing areas were in a "pitiful state of affairs," underscoring the fact that 

quick trials can be a useful instrument in resolving the issue of overcrowding in jails. 

 A committee headed by former Supreme Court Justice (Retd) Amitava Roy stated in its 
final summation of reports that living conditions in jails fall short of what is envisioned 
in the 2016 Model Prison Manual and demand immediate and result-driven correction. 

 

 Overcrowding: Indian jails frequently house more inmates than they were built to house, 

resulting in overcrowding causing poor living conditions. 

 The committee (Amitav Roy) reported in the chapter titled "Overcrowding in 
Prisons" that "overall, an overcrowding rate of 139% was observed in the male 
prisons of 12 states but spans jail-wise around 104 percent to 181 percent." 

 Understaffing: 

Understaffing 

impacts 

security, 

supervision, 

and the ability 

to offer convicts 

educational and 

rehabilitative 

programs in 

many jails in 

India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polity & Governance 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/speedy-trial-effective-tool-overcrowding-jails-sc-panel-prison-reforms-8918070/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/speedy-trial-effective-tool-overcrowding-jails-sc-panel-prison-reforms-8918070/
https://www.mha.gov.in/en/divisionofmha/Women_Safety_Division/prison-reforms#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20All%20India%20Committee%20on%2Crendered%20by%20the%20prison%20personnel


  

 

 Each jail must 
have a welfare 
officer and a 
law officer, but 
these positions 
have not yet 
been filled, 
despite 
requirements 
under the Prison 
Act of 1894 and 
the Prisoner Act 
of 1900. 
 Poor infrastructure: India has a large number of jails with obsolete infrastructure, 

subpar amenities, and poor sanitation, which can cause health issues and cruel 
living conditions for inmates. 

 Adequate budgetary support has not been allocated for prison administration.



  

HOW TO OVERCOME THIS SITUATION? 

 Legal and judicial backlogs: The lengthy pretrial custody of many prisoners in India 
is a result of the protracted judicial proceedings. There may be overcrowding and 
more demand for resources as a result of this backlog in the legal system. 

 Trial prisoners make up 67.2% of the total prison population in India, 
according to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)-Jail Statistics India, 
undertrials serve longer terms than they would have if a trial had gone place. 

 Obsolete laws like the Evidence Act of 1872, and the Prison Act of 1894 cause 
many delays. 

 Women prisons: Inadequate facilities and a lack of gender-sensitive programs are 
two issues that women prisoners frequently confront. 

 Mental health issues: There is a paucity of mental health support and treatment services 

within the prison system. 

 In India, roughly 1 in 7 prisoners reported having a mental health illness, 

according to a survey done by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in 

2018–19. 

 Ineffective rehabilitation measures: It is difficult to successfully reintegrate into 
society since there isn't enough attention paid to their rehabilitation and 
reintegration, and there aren't enough educational and vocational programs available. 

 Juveniles are not provided enough care and rehabilitation opportunities. 

 Human rights violations: Human rights organizations are alarmed by reports of 
abuse, neglect, and other human rights breaches in several Indian prisons. 

 The National Human Rights Commission reported 1,569 deaths in judicial 
custody in the year 2020. 

 

The need for jail reforms in India has long been felt, which has prompted the creation of numerous 

committees and commissions to study the problem and provide recommendations for systemic 

changes. 
 

COMMITTEES RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Justice Mulla 
Committee 1980 

The committee concluded that the government had a 
responsibility to offer convicts respectable living conditions. 

2. Justice V R Krishna Iyer 
Committee1988 

It suggested changes for the care and rehabilitation of 
juveniles, including the creation of observation homes and 
other institutions specifically for them. 

3. Justice Malimath Committee 
2003 

The committee proposed changes including the death 
penalty being replaced with a sentence of life in prison 
without 
commutation or remission. 

4. Justice Amitava Roy 
Committee 2018 

It suggested a number of solutions to the overcrowding 
problem, such as the granting of parole to particular prisoner 
groups. 

5. Law Commission 268th Report The Commission recommended releasing those who had 
been arrested for offenses that carried sentences of up to 
seven years in prison after serving one-third of those terms 
and 
releasing those who had been charged with crimes that carried 
longer terms of imprisonment after serving half of those terms. 



  

WAY FORWARD: 

 
 
 

INITIATIVE OBJECTIVE 

1. Modernisation of 
Prisons scheme 

In order to improve the conditions of prisons, inmates, and 
prison staff, the scheme was introduced in 2002–2003. 

2. E Prisons project Improving jail administration efficiency through digitization. 

3. National Legal Services 
Authority 

To provide free legal aid to weaker sections of the society. 

4. Model Prison Manual 2016 It tries to establish uniformity across the nation in the laws, 
rules, and regulations governing the management of prisoners 
and the operation of prisons. 

 
 

 Assess the state of Prisons: To comprehend the current situation of the Indian prison 

system, conduct thorough evaluations and studies. 

 Continuous monitoring of laws and regulations: The Union Home Minister has 
introduced three bills in the Lok Sabha with the aim of repealing and replacing the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC), the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), and the Indian Evidence Act. 
These three acts were enacted during the British rule in India. 

 Effective rehabilitation measures: The post-release support and societal stigma reduction 
of ex-convicts through rehabilitation and reintegration. 

 Mental Health Services: Promote the addition of mental health services to the prison 
system to meet the inmates' mental health requirements. 

 Adhere to international obligations: Like implementing the provisions of the United 
Nations Convention against torture. 

 

ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION 
SOURCE: TIMES OF INDIA, THE HINDU, THE HINDU 

WHY IN NEWS? 

 A committee led by former President Ram Nath 

Kovind was established by the Union government to 

investigate the viability of simultaneous Lok Sabha 

and state Assembly elections under the slogan "One 

Nation, One Election." 

 If India succeeds in doing that, it will be just the 

fourth nation in the world to conduct elections at 

the same time. 

ABOUT ONE NATION ONE ELECTION:  

 The phrase "One Nation, One Election" refers to the proposal of holding simultaneous 

elections for the Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Indian Parliament, and for all state 

legislative bodies throughout the nation.  

 Currently, Lok Sabha elections and state legislative assembly elections are held separately in 

India for the 28 states and 8 union territories, and these elections might take place at different 

periods, creating frequent electoral cycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT EFFORTS FOR PRISON REFORMS IN INDIA 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/explained-one-nation-one-election-panel-members-their-role-and-idea-behind-simultaneous-polls/articleshow/103326800.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/explained-one-nation-one-election-panel-members-their-role-and-idea-behind-simultaneous-polls/articleshow/103326800.cms?from=mdr
https://frontline.thehindu.com/news/one-nation-one-election-opposition-to-bjp-modi-agenda/article67266025.ece


  

 

A BRIEF HISTORY  

 Elections held simultaneously are not a new idea.  

 Throughout the period from 1951 to 1967, elections for the Lok Sabha and State Legislative 

Assemblies were held concurrently. 

  

 In 1968 and 1969, the cycle was briefly broken by the early dissolution of a few Legislative 

Assemblies. Fourth Lok Sabha elections were held in 1971 after its own premature dissolution in 

1970. In accordance with Article 352 (Emergency), the Fifth Lok Sabha's term was prolonged till 

1977. 

 The cycle of simultaneous elections has since been severely broken as a result of numerous 

instances of dissolution of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. 

BENEFITS OF ONE NATION ONE ELECTION: 

"One Nation, One Election" is a concept that seeks to synchronize these elections in order to achieve a 

number of benefits, including: 

 Reducing election expenditure: Elections can be expensive to hold if they are held at various 

times, both financially and in terms of the administrative resources that must be allocated.  

 It might be said that the 8,000 crore (Rupees 1,500 crore annually) spent by the Election 

Commission over five years, or Rupees 27 per voter annually, is a massive cost 

associated. 

 Impact on governance and development programs: During general elections to Lok Sabha, MCC 

is applicable throughout the country, and during elections to Assemblies, the code is applied 

across the entire State. 

 According to NITI Aayog's analysis, the Model Code of Conduct would be applicable for 

at least 4 months each year in some or all regions of the nation. 

 For increasing voter turnout: Holding simultaneous elections will result in a higher voter 

turnout because people may be more inclined to vote in contests that have a bigger influence 

on both the national and state levels. 

 Administrative machinery: To ensure smooth, peaceful, and unbiased elections, the Election 

Commission enlists the assistance of a sizable number of government employees (teachers, 

other staff, etc.), as well as the armed forces (CAPF, state police, Home Guard, etc.).  

 It diverts resources from the armed police force that could otherwise be used for other 

internal security tasks, which are its fundamental duties. 

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING ONE NATION ONE ELECTION: 

 Constitutional amendments: To consider regional differences and state-specific challenges, 

India's federal system and Constitution permit separate elections at the state and national 

levels.  

 To synchronize elections at all levels, the Constitution would need to be amended, 

which would take a long time. 

 Administrative challenges: A significant administrative problem is managing security, logistics, 

and the deployment of election staff for concurrent elections around the nation. 

 It is essential to ensure the fairness and efficiency of such a massive electoral process by 

the Election Commission of India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Political challenges: Aligning state legislature terms with the Lok Sabha's would be necessary to 

hold simultaneous elections.  

 This would entail cutting or lengthening some state governments' terms, which can be 

legally and politically controversial. 

 Impact on regional parties: Simultaneous elections worry smaller and regional parties that their 

influence and visibility may suffer.  

 They contend that local parties and issues may be overshadowed by national politics. 

 Logistic challenges: Currently, each polling place has a single voting machine that is utilized to 

conduct the vote. 

 

 Since the ECI must supply two sets of EVMs and VVPATs for each polling station (one for 

the Legislative Assembly election and the other for the Lok Sabha election), the 

requirements for staging simultaneous elections would double. 

 Voter education: For simultaneous elections, it is important to coordinate voter education 

initiatives and awareness campaigns.  

 Or else this can be politically motivated and might persuade people to vote for 

candidates who support national issues in state elections 

SIMULTANEOUS ELECTIONS IN OTHER COUNTRIES:  

 SOUTH AFRICA: The proportional representation (PR) framework is the foundation of South 

Africa's electoral system, which is used to elect members of the national legislature and 

provincial legislatures. In South Africa, provincial and national elections are held concurrently 

every five years.  

 SWEDEN: Every four years, in September, general elections for the Riksdag, regional/county 

council assemblies, and municipal councils are held. On the same day, these elections are held. 

Sweden has a proportional electoral system. 

 BELGIUM: Elections for the European Parliament and the Federal Parliament of Belgium both 

take place every five years. This planned strategy guarantees a uniform voting procedure, 

encouraging voter participation and administrative effectiveness. 

 UNITED KINGDOM: The Fixed Term Act 2011, passed by the Westminster Parliament, 

established a fixed term for the Parliament and a 5-year cycle for general elections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM VARIOUS COMMITTEES: 
 

 COMMITTEE   RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. LAW COMMISSION OF 
INDIA 170th Report 1999 

The report noted that after 1967, elections became 
unreliable as a result of the Constitution's Article 356 being 
invoked frequently, and what had once been an exceptional 
circumstance. 

2. PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE ON LAW AND 
JUSTICE 79th Report 2015 

The Committee underlined various arguments in its Report 
on the "Feasibility of Holding Simultaneous Elections to the 
House of the People (Lok Sabha) and State Legislative 
Assemblies," including costs, policy paralysis during MCC, 
labour demands, etc. 
 

3. NITI AAYOG (BIBEK 
DEBROY AND KISHORE 
DESAI) 2017 

Underlined the significance of holding simultaneous 
elections that addressed the nation's diverse requirements 
since national parties would fight for regional concerns 
while regional parties would fight for national ones. 

4. LAW COMMISSION OF 
INDIA 2018 

The Law Commission, presided over by Justice B S Chauhan, 
stated in a draft report, that simultaneous elections could 
not be held within the current parameters of the 
Constitution. It would require constitutional amendments. 

 

WAY FORWARD: 

 Public awareness: Promote public awareness of the advantages and consequences of holding 

elections concurrently.  

 Pilot projects: Conduct experimental projects in a few states to assess the viability and 

difficulties. These pilot programs can aid in identifying and resolving logistical, clerical, and 

political problems. 

 

 Political Consensus: It's important to create political consensus. Consult and converse in depth 

with political parties to win their support and handle their issues.  

 

 Gradual Transition: If total synchronization is not possible right now, consider a gradual 

transition by coordinating national and state elections over a few cycles, allowing states with 

present assemblies to finish their mandates prior to the transition. 

 Best practices: Study examples of countries around the world that hold elections simultaneously 

to learn from their experiences and best practices. 

 



  

 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 

WHY IN NEWS?  

A three-judge panel headed by Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud ordered the Right to Information 

Act's provisions to be properly implemented by the state information commissioners (SIC) and the 

Central Information Commission (CIC). 

ABOUT RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT,2005: 

 
 An important piece of legislation in India that gives citizens access to information maintained by 

public authorities is the Right to Information Act (RTI Act) of 2005.  

 Promoting accountability, openness, and good governance in the operation of governmental 

organizations is the main goal of the RTI Act. 

  The Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) was one of the most well-known NGOs that was 

instrumental in promoting the RTI Act in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS: 

The terms of the state legislative assemblies can be adjusted to be shorter or longer than those of 

the Lok Sabha, and constitutional amendment would be required in the following areas: 

 Article 83: According to Article 83, the Lok Sabha's tenure will begin on the day of its first 

sitting and last for five years. 

 Article 85: The President may dissolve the Lok Sabha under Article 85. 

 Article 172: According to Article 172, the legislative assembly's term shall continue for  five 

years from the date appointment for its first meeting. 

 Article 174: The state's governor is given the authority to dissolve the Legislative Assembly 

under Article 174. 

 Article 356: In the event that the constitutional machinery fails, the Central Government is 

authorized to establish the President's rule. 

 
STATUTORY PROVISIONS:  

The Representation of the People Act,1951 

 Notification for general elections to the House of the People and the State Legislative 

Assemblies is covered in Sections 14 and 15 of the RPA Act, 1951. 

 Bye-elections to the House of the People and State Legislative Assemblies are covered in 

Part IX of the RPA Act, 1951. 

STATUS OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/explained-has-right-to-information-weakened-over-the-years/article67259315.ece


  

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES AND PROVISIONS OF THE ACT: 

 Applicability of the law: All government organizations, including those at the Union, state, and 

local levels as well as public authorities and agencies, are subject to the RTI Act. 

 Request for Information: An information request can be made to a public authority by any 

Indian citizen. Requests may also be submitted by non-citizens, such as foreign nationals. 

 Public Information Officer: A Public Information Officer (PIO), who is in charge of accepting and 

responding to RTI requests, must be appointed by each public entity. 

 Time Frame: Within 30 days after receiving the RTI request, the PIO must answer. If consultation 

with outside parties or other departments is necessary, this time frame may in some cases be 

increased to 45 days. 

 Fees: The provision of information may be subject to a fair fee from public entities. For those 

who fall below the poverty level, there are opportunities for fee waivers or reductions. 

BENEFITS OF THIS LEGISLATION: 

 Accountability and Transparency: The RTI Act encourages accountability in government 

operations by enabling citizens to access data stored by public bodies.  

 Reduction in Corruption: The RTI Act's increased transparency and public scrutiny can aid in 

discouraging corrupt behaviour within government organizations.  

 Empowerment of Citizens: Citizens can use it to call attention to corruption and demand 

accountability. 

 Whistleblower Protection: The Act contains safeguards to safeguard individuals who reveal 

wrongdoing or corruption inside governmental organizations.  

 People are more likely to come forward with information when they are protected. 

 Increased civic engagement: RTI supports activism and civic involvement. It enables people, civil 

society groups, and journalists to look into and report on topics of general interest. 

 

ROLE OF CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION:  

 Establishment: In accordance with the provisions of the Right to Information Act (2005), the 

Central Government established the CIC in 2005. There is no constitutional body for it. 

 Membership: A Chief Information Commissioner 

and a maximum of ten Information 

Commissioners make up the membership. 

 Powers and functions of CIC: To receive and 

investigate complaints about information 

requests made under RTI, 2005, from any person. 

 If there are sufficient grounds, it may order an 

investigation into any topic (Suo moto authority). 

 The Commission has the same summoning, 

requesting of documents, etc., powers as a civil 

court when conducting an investigation. 

 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION: The State 

Government established it. 

 There will be one State Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and a maximum of ten State 

Information Commissioners (IC) in the commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

MAJOR AMENDMENTS TO THE RTI ACT:  
 RIGHT TO INFORMATION AMENDMENT ACT 2019 

 The Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (Centre and States) will 

occupy their positions for the duration of the Central Government's designated tenure. Prior to 

this change, their term was set at five years. 

 

 The Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (Centre and States) shall 

receive salaries, allowances, and other terms of service as set forth by the Central Government. 

 Before this amendment, they were comparable to those of the Chief Election Commissioner. 

 On the basis that it weakens the law and gives the central government more authority, the RTI 

(Amendment) Act, 2019, has drawn criticism. 

 

IMPORTANT JUDGEMENTS OF THE SUPREME COURT  
 

                          CASE   JUDGEMENT 

1. PUCL vs UNION OF 
INDIA 2004 

The right to information is regarded as a basic right under Article 
19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution, and this case is seen as the 
forerunner to the RTI Act. 
 

2. CIC vs HIGH COURT 
OF GUJARAT 2012 

This decision made it clear that requests for information can be 
made of the Chief Justice of India's office under the RTI Act. 
 

3. CBSE CASE 2011 In this case, the Supreme Court decided that exam answer sheets 
came under the RTI Act's definition of "information." This choice 
gave students and candidates access to their answer papers that 
had been reviewed. 
 

4. RAJASTHAN HIGH 
COURT BAR 
ASSOCIATION CASE 
2018 

 
The Court ruled that excessive disclosure under the RTI Act 
should not jeopardize the independence of the judiciary.  

 

CHALLENGES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ACT: 

 High number of pending cases: Nearly 3.15 lakh complaints or appeals are currently pending 

with 26 information commissions in India. 

 Maharashtra had the most active cases, with Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, and other states 

following. 

 INFORMATION COMMISSION: Four of the country's 29 information commissioners are currently 

headless, two of them are completely inactive, and only 5% of the posts are held by women. 

 

 Tripura and Jharkhand have been totally inactive for 15 and 29 months, respectively. Andhra 

Pradesh, Telangana, West Bengal, and Manipur are the only states without chiefs. 

 Slow disposal of cases: Concerns about the late disposal rates in certain commissions and the 

opaqueness of their operations are also raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Various exemptions: Section 8 of the act and Official Secret Act 1923 restricts access to 

information under various grounds like security and strategic concerns of the nation. 

 According to the "Right to Information: Master Key to Good Governance" report by the 

Second Administrative Reforms Commission, "The Official Secrets Act, 1923 should be 

repealed." 

 Digital divide: Information access is frequently made simpler for people who have internet 

access and digital skills due to the "digital divide." Online RTI requests may be challenging for 

rural and marginalized groups. 

 

WAY FORWARD: 

 Awareness campaign: Launch extensive awareness and education initiatives to inform the 

public of their rights under the RTI Act. 

 

 Capacity Development: Public information officers (PIOs) and appellate authorities should 

receive frequent training and capacity-building programs to increase their responsiveness. 

 Protection for whistle-blowers: Enhance whistleblower and RTI activist protections to ensure 

their safety and promote the disclosure of wrongdoing. 

 Technology Use: Encourage the use of technology, such as digital archiving and document 

management systems, to help with effective information storage and retrieval. 

 To digitize and streamline government operations, and implement e-governance projects 

like Digital India, PRAGATI, National e-governance plan. 

 Making Information Commissions Stronger: Ensure that the central and state information 

commissions have enough personnel and funding. 

 Take action to shorten the case backlog and hasten the determination of appeals and 

complaints. 

 Learn from best practices around the world: USA's law is a good example. Anyone has the right 

to request access to Executive Branch government records under the Freedom of Information 

Act (FOIA) in the USA. Unless they fall under one or more of the FOIA's exempt categories of 

information, the requested records must be made public. 

 

SEDITION LAW 

SOURCE: THE HINDU 

      WHY IN NEW? 

 The Supreme Court made a significant decision by directing a five-judge constitutional bench to 

review the legality of Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which deals with sedition 

charges.  

 This decision comes after the Supreme Court suspended the application of the sedition law in 

May 2022 while a related case was under consideration. 

  Following this suspension, the Government of India introduced a bill known as the "Bhartiya 

Nyaya Sanhita, 2023," aimed at replacing the IPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-refers-challenge-to-the-validity-of-sedition-law-to-constitution-bench/article67298224.ece

























































































































































































































































































